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Is Big Foot a*throwback’ from prehistoric times 
or a preview of life on other worlds? 


ORDINANCE NO. 69-01 
WHERAS, there is evidence to indicate the possible existence 
in Skamania County of a nocturnal primate mammal variously 
described as an ape-like creature or a sub-species of Homo 
sapiens, and 
WHEREAS, both legend and purported recent sightings and 
Spoor support this possibility, and 
WHEREAS, this creature is generally and commonly known 
as “sasquatch,” “Yeti,” “Bigfoot” or “giant hairy ape,” and. 
WHEREAS, publicity attendant upon such real or imagined 
sightings has resulted in an imflux of scientific investigators as 
well as casual hunters, many armed with lethal weapons, and 
WHEREAS, the absence of specific laws covering the taking 
of specimens encourages laxity in the use of firearms and other 
deadly devices and poses a clear and present threat to the safety 
and well-being of persons living or traveling within the boun- 
daries of Skamania County as well as the creatures themselves. 
THEREFORE IT BE RESOLVED that any premeditated 
wilful and wanton slaying of such creature shall be deemed a 
felony punishable by a fine not to exceed Ten Thousand Dollars 
($10,000) and/or imprisonment in the county jail for a period 
not to exceed Five (5) years. 
—ORDINANCE; adopted by the County Commis- 
sioners of Skamania County, Washington, April 1, 
1969. 
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BIGFOOT: THE MYSTERY OF THE MOUNTAINS 


Alice laughed. 

“There’s no use trying,” she said, 
can’t believe impossible things.” 

‘T daresay you haven't had much prac- 
tice,” said the queen. “When I was younger, 
I always did it for a half hour a day. Why, 
sometimes I’ve believed as many as six im- 
possible things before breakfast.” 

LEWIS CARROLL; Through the 
Looking Glass 


“ 


one 


The real investigative work begins when a myste- 
rious phenomenon pushes their way into world con- 
sciousness via our front pages. UFOs started popping 
up in our planet’s skies three decades ago. After the 
initial flurry of excitement, a group of plodding re- 
searchers began to dig through musty old newspaper 
files, old books and periodicals. Suddenly, we dis- 
covered a vast amount of historical folklore. People 
had been seeing something in the world’s skies since 
the dawning of time. But until recently, their accounts 
had been dismissed as imaginative fantasies of our 
ancestors. 

This type of slow, often unrewarding research work 
has just started with the Bigfoot mystery. Around the 
world, a loosely-knit group of researchers are straining 
their eyes to check libraries, historical societies, even 
old pioneer Journals for the mention of a Bigfoot-like 
creature, A “find” may occur by accident during the 
research on another subject. Or, a stout-hearted 
researcher may sit in some lonely library, day after 
day, checking the microfilmed copies of old news- 
papers. : 


Many of these researchers send their items to th 
Bigfoot News, a monthly newsletter published by Pet 
Byrne and Celia Kileen from their Bigfoot Informa 
tion Center, P. O. Box 632, The Dalles, Oregon. Ea 
month, Mr. Byrne and Ms. Kileen compile the lates' 
Bigfoot reports from the Pacific Northwest and Briti 
Columbia. They publish information pertinent t 
Bigfoot investigators. A subscription to Bigfoot New: 
is a remarkably low $5.00 annually and funds are u: 
to promote field trips, follow-ups on sightings an 
keep the search for Bigfoot coordinated. 

A popular section in the Bigfoot News is a colu 
entitled “4 Look Back In History.” Whenever someon 
Tuns across a historical item about Bigfoot, the in 
formation is forwarded to the editors and publishe 
in the bulletin. 

One recent item was sent in by Greg Mastel, a 
Montana subscriber, on a report from The Daily 
Independent, Helena, Montana, edition of September, 
1875. The item read: 


“A wildboy was lately captured near Austin, 
Texas. He was first discovered wallowing in the 
mud and when approached he broke like a 
quarterhorse, running about a mile before he 
could be overtaken by men on ponies, Rising up 
near, the boy was lassoed, then a fierce contest 
ensued, the strange being kicking and lunging 
about in a most fearful manner and apparently 
being frightened almost to death. Finally he was 
overpowered, tied and taken to the house of the 
man who first saw him. His body was covered 
with hair about four inches long and from his 
size and appearance he is supposed to be about 
12 years of age. He is unable to talk but possesses 
the power of reasoning and now follows his captor 
about like a dog.” 


‘Ten years later, there were reports of a wild man in 


the mountains of Oregon. Under a headline, “Wildman 
of the Mountains”, the Morning Appeal of Carson 
City, Nevada, published this report in their edition of 
December 31, 1885. It follows: 


“Much excitement has been created in the 
neighborhood of Lebanon, Oregon, recently over 
the discovery of a wild man in the mountains 
above that place, who is believed to be the long 
lost John Mackentine. About four years ago 
Mackentine was hunting in the mountains east 
of Lebanon with another man. He mysteriously 
disappeared and no trace has been found to date. 
A few days ago a Mr. Fitzgerald and others, while 
hunting in the vicinity of the butte known as 
Bald Peter, situated in the Cascades, several 
miles away above any settlement saw a man 
resembling the long lost man, entirely destitute 
of clothing, who had grown as hairy as an animal, 
and was a completely wild man. He was eating 
the raw flesh of a deer when first seen, and they 
approached within a few yards before he saw them 
and fled. Isaac Banty saw this man in the same 
vicinity about two years ago. It was believed by 
many that the unfortunate man who was lost 
became deranged and has managed to find 
means of subsistence while wandering about in 
the mountains, probably finding shelter in some 
cave. A party of men is being organized to go in 
search of the man.” 


The Bigfoot News credited two readers with this 
item, Bigfoot hunter George Haas of Oakland, 
California, and Angelo Capparella of Chapel Hill, 
N.C. The newsletter comments on their historical 
items stating the actual revelency “of these historical 
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anecdotes to the Bigfoot phenomenon is a matter 
personal determination” for each reader. 

Apparently the Pacific Northwest had a whole trib 
of alleged wildmen wandering about the woods th 
year. The Pioneer and Democrat in Washington stat 
published another report on May 12, 1885. It read: 


A WILD MAN IN WALDOBORO 
_The following communication relative to the 
discovery of a wild man in Waldoboro was handed 
to the editor of the Thomaston Journal by Mr 
J. W. McHenri. The Journal says there are several 
persons who can vouch for the truth of the state- 
ments that it contains. 

Mr. Editor. —On the morning of January 2nd 
while engaged in chopping wood a short distance 
from my house in Waldoboro, I was startled by 
the most terrific scream that ever greeted my 
€ars; it seemed to proceed from the woods nearby. 
I immediately commenced searching around for 
the cause of this unearthly noise, but after a half 
hour's fruitless search, I resumed my labors, but 
had scarcely struck a blow with my axe when the 
sharp shriek burst out upon the air. 

Looking up quickly, I discovered an object 
about ten rods from me, standing between two 
trees, which had the appearance of a miniature 
human being., I advanced towards it, but the 
little creature fled before I neared it. I gave chase 
and after a short run succeeded in catching it. 

The little fellow turned a most imploring look 
upon me, and uttered a sharp, shrill shriek 
resembling the whistle of an engine. I took him 
to my house and tried to induce him to eat some 
meat, but failed in the attempt. I then offered 
him water, of which he drank a small quantity. 
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I next gave him some dried beech nuts, which he 
cracked and ate readily. He is of the male species, 
about eighteen inches in height, and his limbs are 
in perfect proportion. With the exception of his 
face, hands, and feet, he is covered with hair of 
a jet black hue. Whoever may wish to see this 
strange specimen of human nature, can gratify 
their curiosity by calling at my house in the east- 
ern part of Waldoboro, near the Trowbridge 
tavern. I give these facts to the public, to see af cy 
there is any one who can account for this wonder 
phenomenon.” 


This report is either a hoax or, somewhere along the 
way, what appeared to be a baby Bigfoot ended up as 
another anomoly. Bigfeet come in several different 
sizes, according to eyewitnesses, but an eighteen incher 
is something I prefer not to deal with. A researcher 
with a bit of time might trace this report back. Did 
the town of Waldoboro exist? Was there a newspaper 
called the Thomaston Journal published at that time? 
Did a Mr. J. W.,McHenri live in the community? Or, 
was Mr. McHenri a transplanted Irishman with a 
gaelic sense of humor? 

Researcher Joe Herd of Sells, Arizona, was reading 
The Lives of Famous Indian Chiefs (American Pub- 
lishing Co., 1906) by author Norman B. Wood. Herd 
was reading the chapter on “King Phillip or Meta- 
comet” when he noticed the following graph that was 
subsequently published in the Bigfoot News: 


«In the few dry parts oaks and pines grew, 
and, between them a brushwood so thick that 
man or beast could hardly penetrate; on the long, 
rich grass of these parts wild cattle fed, un- 
assailed by the hand of man, save when 


9 


they ventured beyond the confines of the swamp. 
There were wolves, deer, and other animals, and 
wilder men, it is said were seen here supposed to 
have been the children of some of the Indians 
who had either been lost or left here, and had, 
thus grown up like denizens of this wild dismal 
swamp. Here, on a little spot of upland, the 
baffled chieftain gathered his little band around 
him, and, like a lion at bay, made his last stand.” 


In Indian Legends of the Pacific Northwest (Uni: 
versity of California Press; 1966) author and researcher 
Ella C. Clark compiled a marvelous collection of 
Indian beliefs in that region. One legend concerned 
Spirit Lake, a body of water that lies beside Mt. St. 
Helen in Washington state; 

A Canadian artist, Paul Kane, arrived in that area 
in 1847. Kane was interested in sketching the lake. If 
the topography of the land was just right, Kane de- 
cided he might pause and paint the terrain, 

“I'm going to need a guide,” the painter told a 
local Indian chief. 

“Where do you wish to go?” asked the chief. 


Kane pointed to the mountain. “I want to go to | 


the lake that is said to be near there.” 

The old Indian shook his head vigorously. “My 
people will take you to many places. We will show 
you the rivers and the mountains. We will not go up 
to the lake.” 

“Why not?” demanded Kane. 

“Tt is a place of evil,” said the chief. “In the place 
of snow on the mountain are bad people.” 

“Another Indian tribe?” asked Kane. 

“The giants. They are the man-stealers who come 
into our lodges and steal people.” 


Kane suppressed a smile. “Maybe I could paint the 
giants.” 
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“You would never come back,” answered the chief. 
‘Once people are taken to the mountain their minds 
hecome like sand. They are unable to find their way 
hack to their lodges.” 

Kane persisted. “That must have been in olden 
limes. Surely the giants have gone to their, happy 
hunting grounds.” 

“My white brother knows not of what he speaks,” 
replied the Indian. “The giants are still living there. 
When the salmon run in the river, they come down 
from the hills to steal our fish. We know they are near 
when we smell them. They have an unpleasant odor 
like a dead thing that has lain for many moons in the 
sun, Sometimes my people become frightened when 
they hear the giants whistle to each other in the 
darkness.” 

“Whistling doesn’t hurt anything,” suggested the 
artist. “Perhaps it was a bird.” 

“It is what happens after the whistles,” replied the 
chief. “That is when the giants hurl stones against 
our lodges. They try to make my people angry. They 
want us to leave this place, return the lands to them.” 

Some of the northwest’s most intense Bigfoot activity 
is centered around Mt. St. Helen. Before we dismiss 
the Indian legends about “lake demons” and ‘“moun- 
tain giants,” let’s travel. through time to July, 1924, 
when four prospectors were working in the area of 
what is now known as “Ape Canyon,” on the eastern 
edge of Mt. St. Helen. 

The original story of their night of terror appeared 
in the Portland, Oregon, Oregonian in July, 1924. 
Ileadlined on the front page of the newspaper, the 
story told of a wild foray during a nocturnal attack 
by what can only have been a band of Bigfeet. The 
story read: 
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FIGHT WITH BIG APES 
REPORTED BY MINERS 


Fabled Beasts are said 
To Have Bombarded Cabin 


KELSO, Wash. (Special) —The strangest story 
to come from the Cascade mountains was brought 


to Kelso today by Martin Smith, his son Ray — 


Smith, Gabe LeFever, and John Peterson, who 
encountered the fabled “mountain devils” or 
mountain gorillas of Mount St. Helen this week, 
shooting one of them and being attacked through- 
out the night by rock bombardments from the 
beasts. 

The men had been prospecting a claim on 
the Muddy, a branch of the Lewis river, about 
eight miles from Spirit Lake, 45 miles from 
Castle Rock. They declared that they saw four 
of the huge animals, which were about 7 feet 
tall, weighed about 400 pounds, and walked 
erect. Smith and his companions declared that 
they had seen the tracks of the animals several 
times in the last six years and Indians have told 
them of the ‘mountain devils’ for 60 years, but 
none of the animals have ever been seen before. 

Smith met with one of the animals and fired 
at it with a revolver, he said. Thursday, Fred 
Beck it ts said, shot one, the body falling over 
@ precipice. That night the animals bombarded 
the cabin where the men were stopping with 
showers of rocks, many of them large ones, 
knocking chunks out of the log cabin, according 
to the prospectors. Many of the rocks fell through 
a hole in the roof and two of the rocks struck 
Beck, one of them rendering him unconscious for 
nearly two hours. 
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The animals were said to have the appearance 
of huge gorillas. They are covered with long, 
black hair...” : 


l'red Beck is the only survivor of that wild night in 
Ape Canyon. He has told researchers that the Bigfeet 
opened their attack by knocking a slat out of their 
¢abin wall. They pounded furiously against the walls 
und doors of the cabin. As the structure was built to 
withstand heavy winter storms and deep snowfalls, the 
attackers were unable to penetrate the building. While 
(he creatures threw rocks and assaulted the cabin, the 
men huddled inside fired shots through the walls. The 
attack lasted for approximately five hours. 

Unfortunately, there were no windows in the cabin. 
Ihe four prospectors could only surmise that they 
were being attacked by the “mountain devils.” During 
an interview with sasquatch hunters John Green and 
Rene Dahinden, Fred Beck was unwilling to estimate 
(he number of animals who participated in the attack. 
Ile knew there were two creatures outside the cabin. 
At one point, one attacker had been on the cabin roof, 
another was pounding on the walls. 

Before you pack your gear and head for Ape 
Canyon, get the latest word on that once beautiful 
terrain. The land has been ravaged. First by logging, 
then by a flood. The final devastation came in the 
winter of 1974 when fire roared over the canyon and 
environs, There is no sign of the prospector’s cabin. 
ven more ‘unsettling for Bigfoot enthusiasts, there 
have been no sightings there for many years. 

Near Ape Canyon is one of nature’s most re- 
markable caves, a two-foot long lava tube known as 
Ape Cave. While there is little known association with 
the Bigfoot mystery, the cave may have been linked to 
the “mountain devils” of Mt. St. Helen’s. Ape Cave is 
the longest unitary lava tube in the continental 
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United States. Total length is 11,215 feet. The ca’ 
was found in 1946 by Lawrence Johnson, a logge’ 
from Amboy, Washington, who was working in the 
area. Following Johnson’s discovery, the lava tube w 
explored by a group of local outdoorsmen named t 
St. Helen’s Apes. In turn, the cave was named aft 
the boy's group. : 
Another “wild man of the woods” popped up in 
Tennessee in 1878. The October 24, 1878, edition 
the Louisville, Kentucky, Courter-Journal reported t 
captured wild man was "being exhibited through th 
south. He was described as about six and one-half fe 
in height. His eyes were twice normal size. The ne 
paper said the wildman’s body was “covered with fis 
scales,” which indicates this may have been somethin; 
other than a Bigfoot. 
Another interesting historical reference to our hairy 
wilderness creatures appeared in the November 5 
1870, edition of the Butte Record, a weekly newspape: 
in California. It was a habit of early newspapers, whi 
were without a national news wire, to “pick up” stori 
from other editors. In this instance, the original sto’ 
was published in the Antéoch Ledger “written by 
correspondent from Grayson.” It follows: 


“I saw in your paper a short time since, an 
item concerning a ‘gorilla’ which was said to have 
been seen in Crow Canyon and shortly after in 
the mountains of Orestimba Creek. You sneezed 
at the idea of their (original spelling) any such 
‘Critter’ in these hills, and were I not better in- 
formed, I should sneer too, or else conclude that 
one of your recent prospecting party had got lost 
in the wilderness, and did not have sense enough 
to find his way back to Terry’s. I positively as- 
sure you that this gorilla or wildman or whatever 
you choose to call it is no myth. 
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“I know it exists and there are at least two of 
them, having seen them both at once not a year 
ago. Their existence has been reported at times 
for the past twenty years. I have heard it said 
that in early days an orangoutang (sic) escaped 
from a ship on the southern coast; but the crea- 
ture I have seen is not that animal, and if it is, 
where did he get his mate? Import her as the 
web-foot did their wives? 

“Last fall I was hunting in the mountains about 
twenty miles south of here, and ‘camped five or 
six days in one place, as I have done every 
season for the past fifteen years. Several times I 
returned to camp, after 4 hunt, and saw that the 
ashed and charred sticks from the fireplace had 
been scattered about. An old hunter notices such 
things, and very soon gets curious to know the 
cause. Although my bedding and traps and little 
stores were not disturbed, as I could see, I was 
anxious to learn who or what it was that so 
regularly visited my camp, for clearly the half 
burnt sticks and cinders could not scatter them- 
selves about. 

“I saw no tracks near the camp, as the hard 
ground covered with leaves would show none. So 
I started off in a circle around the place, and, 
three hundred yards off, in damp sand, I struck 
the track of man’s feet, as I suppossed (stc) 
—bare and of immense size. Now I was curious, 
sure, and I resolved to lay for the barefooted 
visitor. 

“Accordingly, I took position on a hillside, 
about sixty or seventy feet from the fire, and 
securely hid in the brush. I waited and watched. 
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Two hours and more I sat there and wondered 
if the owner of the feet would come again, and 
whether he imagined what an interest he had 
created in my inquiring mind, and finally what 
possessed him to be prowling around about there 
with no shoes on. 


“The fireplace was on my right, and the spot _ 


where I saw the track was on my left, hid by 
bushes. It was in this direction my attention was 
directed, thinking the visitor should appear there, 
and besides, it was easier to sit and face that way. 
Suddenly; I was surprised by a shrill whistle, 
such as boys produce with two fingers under 
their tongue, and turning quickly I ejaculated 
‘Good God!’ as I saw the object of my solicitude 
standing before my fire, erect, and looking 
_ suspiciously around. It was in the image of a man 
but it could not have been human. 

“I was never so benumbed by astonishment 
before. The creature, whatever it was, stood fully 
five feet high, and disportionately broad and 
square at the fore shoulders, with arms of great 


“Fifteen minutes I sat and watched him as he 
whistled and scattered my fire about. I could 
easily have put a bullet through his head, but 
why should I kill him? Having amused himself, 
apparently, as he desired, with my fire, he started 
to go, and, having gone a short distance, he 
returned, and was joined by another — a female, 
unmistakably — when both turned and walked 
past me, within twenty yards of where I sat, and 
disappeared into the brush. I could not have had 
a better opportunity for observing them, as they 
were unconscious of my presence. Their only 
object in visiting my camp appeared to be to 
amuse themselves with swinging lighted sticks 
around. I have related this story many times 
since, and it has often raised an incredulous 
smile; but I have met one person who has seen 
the mysterious creatures, and a dozen of whom 
have come across their tracks at various places 
between here and Pacheco Pass.” 


Another historical item from -California was dis- 


length. The legs were very short and the body 
long. The head was small compared to the rest 
of the creature and appeared to be set upon his 
shoulders without a neck. The whole was covered 


covered in a booklet, The Hermit of the Sthiyou writ- 
ten by L. W. Musick and published in 1896 “At the 
office of the Crescent City News.” The story appeared 
on pages 79-80 and follows: 


with dark brown and ‘cinnamon colored hair, 
quite long on some parts, that on the head stand- 
ing in a shock and growing close down to the 
eyes, like a Digger Indian’s. 

“As I looked he threw his head back and 
whistled again, and then stopped and grabbed a 
stick from the fire. This he swung round until 
the fire on the end had gone out, when he re- 
peated the manoeuver. I was dumb almost, and 
could only look. 
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NOTE 1. A Del Norte Record correspondent, 
writing from Happy Camp, Siskiyou county, 
Jan. 2, 1886, discourses as follows: 

“I do not remember to have seen any reference 
to the ‘Wild man’ which haunts this part of the 
country, so I shall allude to him briefly. Not of 
great while since, Mr. Jack Dover, one of our 
most trustworthy citizens, while hunting saw an 
object standing one hundred and fifty yards 
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from him picking berries or tender shoots from 
the bushes. The thing was of gigantic size — 
about seven feet high — with a bull dog head, 
short ears and long hair; it was also furnished with 
a beard, and was free from hair on such parts 
of the body as is common among men. Its voice 
was shrill or soprano, and very human, like that 
of a woman in great fear. Mr. Dover could not 
see its foot-prints as it walked on hard soil. He 
aimed his gun at the animal, or whatever it was, 
several times but because it was so human would 
not shoot. The range of the curiosity is between 
Marble mountain and the vicinity of Happy 
Camp. A number of people have seen it and all 
agree in their descriptions except some make it 
taller than others. It is apparently herbivorous 
and makes winter quatters in some of the caves of 
Marbel mountain”. 3 


In the last two items we found that two experience 
hunters aimed their guns at what was apparently 
Bigfoot. Neither man could pull the trigger and sen 
a bullet slamming into the body. “It looked too h 
man” is a familiar report, whether from old news 
papers or modern eyewitnesses. 

I talked one afternoon with a hunter from Wisconsi 
who claimed to have seen a Bigfoot in the southe 
part of that state. He had observed the “manimal 
for several minutes, looking down from a bluff as t 
creature walked through a small ravine. “I had 
chance to shoot it and I sure thought about it,” sai 
the hunter, who prefers to remain anonymous. “Dra 
ging a Bigfoot into town would have made me famo 
But I just sat there and watched the thing amble alo: 
through the old creek bed. He wasn’t an animal, y 
he wasn’t human as we think of a person we meet 
the street. But the thing was too human to shoot.” 
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Whether it was the midwest, southwest or the east- 
tin seaboard, our early pioneer ancestors apparently 
had to contend with a virtual band of “wild men” in 
the forests. Whether all of these reports were of actual 
Nigfoot creatures is certainly open to debate. Hyper- 
\richosis is a fairly rare medical ailment where the 
victim grows long hair all over its body and face. How- 
ever, this is such a rare condition that it occurs only 
nee in every half billion people. It is doubtful that 
liypertrichosis was much of a factor in sightings of 
wild men.” 

Another report on a wild man on the west coast 
‘ppeared in the April 7, 1904 edition of the Lane 
(-ounty Leader published in Cottage Grove, Oregon 
the headline read: “Sixes Wild Man Again! Visits 


the Cabins of Miners and Frightens the Prospectors.” 


I hat story follows: 


“At repeated intervals during the past ten years 
thrilling stories have come from the rugged Sixes 
mining district in Coos county, Oregon, near 
Myrtle Point, regarding a wild man or a queer 
and terrible monster which walks erect and which 
has been seen by scores of miners and prospectors. 
lhe latest freaks of the wild man is related in 
the last issue of the Myrtle Point Enterprise: 

“The appearance again of the ‘Wild Man of 
the Sixes’ has thrown some of the miners into a 
state of excitement and fear. A report says the 
wild man has been seen three times since the 
10th of last month. The first appearance oc- 
curred on ‘Thompson Flat.’ William Ward and 
“ young man named Burlison were sitting by the 
fire of their cabin one night when they heard 

something walking around the cabin which re- 
sembled a man walking and when it came to the 
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corner and gave the building a vigorous shake 
and kept up a frightful noise all the time — the 
same that has so many times warned the venture- 
some miners of the approach of the hairy man 
and caused them to flee in abject fear. Mr. Ward 
walked to the cabin door and could see the 
monster plainly as it walked away, and took a 
shot at it with his rifle, but the bullet went wild 


of its mark. The last appearance of the animal 


was at the Harrison cabin only a few days ago. 
Mr. Ward was at the Harrison cabin this time 
and again figured in the excitement. About five 
o'clock in the morning the wild man gave the 
door of the cabin a vigorous shaking which 
aroused Ward and one of the Harrison boys who 
took their guns and started in to do the intruder. 
Ward fired at the man and he answered by send- 
ing a four-pound rock at Ward’s head but his aim 
was a little too high. He then disappeared in the 
brush. 

“Many of the miners avow that the ‘wild man’ 
is a reality, They have seen him and know 
whereof they speak. They say he’s something after 
the fashion of a gorilla and-unlike anything else 
either in appearance or action. He can outrun or 
jump anything else that has ever been known; 
and not only that but he can throw rocks with 
wonderful force and accuracy. He is about seven 
feet high, has broad hands and feet and his body 
is covered with a prolific growth of hair. In short, 
he looks like the very devil.” 


20 


CANADA’S ELUSIVE SASQUATCH CREATURES 


Thetr conduct toward man is generally 
not aggresstve. Nevertheless, in the early 
ages, these creatures were trained as fighting 
animals for the Persian and other armies. 
They are known to have exhibited the high- 
est stage of ferocity during combat on the 
battlefield. The tame creatures of the last 
couple of hundred years are said to be quiet 
and complacent. However, they are hostile 
toward dogs and other domestic animals. 
Horses and cattle exhibit unusual fear of 
these creatures. Their relationship with other 
animals have been reported as generally to 
be friendly. 

PROFESSOR BORIS F. PORSHNEV; 
Russian scientist 


he Indian tribes of Canada have known about 
Wigfoot for centuries. In these northern lands, and 
particularly in northwestern Canada, these hairy 
‘reatures are known as the elusive sasquatch. The 
Canadian variety of the abominable snowman has 
heen included in the myth and legends of most 
Horthern Indian tribes. Several of the early northern 
explorers heard fascinating tales about hairy wild men 
living in the forests. 

Voday, Indian myths claim there were once two dif- 
ferent types of wild giants living in Canada. At one 
{ime they were much more numerous; they were often 
een roaming through the woods. Their numbers were 
‘lecreased when two different types of hairy primates 
hattled for supremacy over these northern territories. 
loday's sasquatch, according to these legends, are the 
survivors of those epic battles. 
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Most of the Indian tribes in Canada have oral tra 
ditions about the sasquatch. Depending on the geo 
graphical location, they may be known as sasquatch, 
Oh-Mahs, Toki-Mussi or the See-Ah-Tak. Researchel 
have compiled a fairly lengthy list of names that ma’ 
possibly be correct. Tribal phrases are often fairl 
complex and See-Ah-Tak could refer to a large bear. 

During a visit to Canada I compiled research o 
the battle between the opposing species of hairy wil 
men. After checking the libraries, museums and uni. 
versity files, I became convinced that something hai 
been leaving footprints around Canada since whit 
men first arrived. Indian lore claimed the huge foot 
prints were made by a creature similar to Bigfoot. 

I also talked with several old-timers, men who ha 
trapped and hunted with the Indians during the pio- 
neer days. They provided some data on the early sight 
ings. Tribal historians related a fascinating account of 
hairy giants roaming the forests, co-existing with thi 
Indians. 

The first specie of sasquatch, according to m 
sources, were the standard version of the modern Big: 
foot. They are fairly large in size, ranging from abou 
six to nine feet in height. These giants lived peace 
fully in the forests in small family units, male, femal 
and their offsprings. Despite their huge size, the 
sasquatch were surprisingly gentle in disposition. The: 
were naturally shy and avoided Indian tribesmen. 
They preferred to turn and retreat rather than fac 
a stranger. 

The Big Ones existed on a diet that was primaril 
vegetarian. They ate insects, nuts, berries, and tha 
sort of thing. They were fairly good at digging for cer- 
tain roots in the forest using sticks and stones as tools. 
Their diet was supplemented with rabbits, squirrels, 
small rodents and other small game. 


The second specie can best be described as the 
shorties.” Similar in appearance to the larger 
wiquatch, the similar specie was only four to perhaps 
five and a half feet in height. They were also covered 
with hair across much of their bodies. Unlike the 
wiquatch, the “shorties” did not live in family units. 
| hey preferred to roam the country in groups of from 
four to twenty. One of my sources mentioned that 
*metimes these groups would band together, forming 
» band of forty or fifty in number. 

The Little Ones, or “shorties,” were much more 
(srniverious than the sasquatch. They foraged over the 
fountryside in search of game, lying in ambush or 
‘/ubbing an animal to death with sticks or rocks. They 
sre also said to have been fairly adept at catching 
lh. They waded through streams until they found a 
hole that stretched back into a river bank. Shoving 
their hands under water, they felt around inside the 
hole for fish. 

Like the sasquatch, the Little Ones did not have 
the knowledge of fire. Their food was eaten raw on 
the spot where it was killed. The Little Ones were 
‘nuch more ferocious than the large giants. They ap- 
pear to have ambushed a larger sasquatch, or an 
indian, and feasted on the bodies. 

Uhe battle for supremacy of the forests took place 
ilter the Little Ones raided families of sasquatch. It 
hecame imperative for the gentle giants to move closer’ 
\ogether for protection. Over a period of time, per- 
haps centuries, the two groups gradually killed them- 
selves off. i 

“There are not many left today,” an Indian tribal 
listorian told me. “They fought each other until there 
were no warriors left to battle.” 
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A war between hairy wild men sounds like some 
thing out of Scandinavian mythology. The legen 
create more questions than answers about the natur 
of the Canadian Bigfoot. Were the Little Ones th 
hairy wild men who were so ferocious during ancien! 
and medieval times? Why were their tendencie 
toward traveling in packs more pronounced than th 
family-oriented sasquatch? As the sasquatch is sai 
to have moved closer together for protection, doi 
this indicate some form of communication betwee 
members of that specie? Like everything else in life, 
we can accept or reject the Indian legends with 
sense of wonder. 


The first recorded report on sasquatch activity i 
Canada is in the Journal of David Thompson, a re 
markable explorer and early pioneer. Thompson ex 
plored and surveyed the headwaters of the Columbi 
river, traded with the Indians and tried to get hi 
Northwest Company established in the new country. 
“After the Lewis & Clark expedition returned fro: 
their epic journey to the Pacific ocean, a rush devel 
oped toopen up this new country. In 1811, Thompso 
was rushing across Canada toward the west coast 
hopeful of beating John Jacob Astor’s Pacific Fur Com 
pany to the mouth of the Columbia river. Whoeve' 
established the first trading post there would reap th 
immense riches of the land. 

On his trek westward, Thompson crossed the Rock’ 
Mountains in an area around what is now Jasper 
Alberta, Canada. It was January and the unexplore: 
land was a dangerous place for man and beast. Sno’ 
had been falling for weeks and the rugged terrain wa: 
barely perceptible under the heavy snowdrifts. Althoug] 
he endured many dangerous moments, Thompso: 
never failed to make a notation in his Journal each day. 
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An entry for January 7, 1811 reads: 

“I saw the track of a large animal — has 4 
large Toes abt. 3 or 4 In long & a small nail at 
the end of each. The Bal of his Foot sank abt. 3 
In deeper than his Toes — the hinder part of his 
Foot did not mark well. The whole is abt. 14 In 
long by 8 In wide & very much resembles a large 
Bear’s Track. It was in the Rivulet in abt. 6 In 
of snow.” 


Vhirty years later, after he had retired from his ad- 
ventures, David Thompson was still wondering about 
the strange print. In his “Narratzve,” a standard book 
(hat is available in most large libraries, he wrote: 


“Strange to say that here is a strong belief that 
the haunt of the Mammoth is about this defile, I 
questioned several, but none could positively say 
they had seen him, but their belief I found firm 
and not to be shaken. I remarked to them that 
such an enormous heavy animal must leave in- 
delible marks of his feet, and his feeding, This 
they all acknowledged, and that they had never 
seen any marks of him, and therefore could show 
me none, All I could say did not shake their be- 
lief in his existence. i 

January 6th: We came to the last grass for 
the horses in Marshes and along small Ponds, 
where a herd: of Bison had lately been feeding; 
and here we left the horses poor and tired; and 
not withstanding the bitter cold, they lived 
through the winter, yet they have only a clothing 
of close hair, short and without any fur. 

January 7th: Continuing our journey in the 
afternoon we came on the track of a large animal, 
the snow about six inches deep on the ice; I mea- 
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sured it; four toes each of four inches in length 
to each a short claw; the ball of the foot sank 
three inches lower than the toes, the hinder part 
of the foot did not mark well, the length four- 
teen inches, by eight inches in breadth, walking 
from north to south, and having passed about six 
hours. We were in no humor to follow him: the 
men and Indians would have it to be a young 
mammoth, and I held it to be the track of an 
old grizzlied bear; yet the shortness of the nails, 
the ball of the foot, and its great size was not that 

of a bear, otherwise that of a very large old bear, 


but on Monday morning last were successfully 

scaled by Mr. Onderdonk’s employees on their 

regular train from Lytton. Assisted by Mr. Cos- 

terton, the British Columbia Express Company 

messenger, a number of gentlemen from Lytton 

and points east of that place, after considerable 

(rouble and perilous climbing, captured a crea- 

ture who may be truly called half man and half 
beast. 

“Jacko” as the creature has been called by his 
captors, is something of a gorilla type standing 
about 4 feet 7 inches in height and weighing - 


127 pounds. He has long, black strong hair and 
resembles a human being with one exception: his 
entire body, excepting his hands (or paws) and 
feet are covered with glossy hair about one inch 
long. His forearm is much longer than a man’s 
forearm, and he possesses extraordinary strength, 
as he will take hold of a stick and break it by 
wrenching or twisting it, which no man living 
could break in the same way. 

Since his capture he is very reticent, only oc- 
casionally uttering a noise which is half-bark and 
half-growl. He is, however, becoming daily more 
attached to his keeper, Mr. George Telbury, of 
this place, who proposes shortly to start for 
London, England, to exhibit him. His favorite 
food, so far, is berries, and he drinks fresh milk 
with relish. By advice of Dr. Hannington, raw 
meats have been withheld from Jacko, as the 
doctor thinks it would have a tendency to make 
him savage. 

The mode of capture was as follows: Ned 
Austin, the engineer, on coming in sight of the 
bluff at the eastern end of No. 4 tunnel saw what 
he supposed to be a man lying asleep at close 


his claws worn away; this the Indians would not 
allow...” 


Three decades after sighting the strange footprints, 
explorer David Thompson was still perplexed by thei 
markings. Could these tracks have been made by 
sasquatch? Thompson felt they were imprints from a 
fairly large grizzly bear passing through that region 
The Indians and other members of his party differe 
from that opinion. 


Another early sasquatch incident took place i 
Canada at Yale, British Columbia, in 1884. Research- 
ers discovered a news story in the Dazly Colonist fo 
July 4 of that year. Under the headline of “WHAT I. 
IT? A STRANGE CREATURE CAPTURED ABOV: 
YALE — A British Columbia Gorilla,” the articl 
told about the now classic case of “Jacko.” The articl 
follows: 


YALE, British Columbia, July 3, 1884 —In the 
immediate vicinity of the No. 4 tunnel, situated 
some 20 miles above this village, are bluffs of 
rock which hitherto have been insurmountable, 
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proximity to the track, and as quick as thought 
_ blew the signal to apply the brakes. The brakes 
were instantly applied, and in a few seconds the 
train was brought to a standstill. At this moment, 
the supposed man sprang up, and uttering a 
sharp, quick bark began to climb the steep bluff. 
Conductor R. J. Craig and Express Messenger 


Costerton, followed by the baggageman and the © 


brakeman, jumped from the train, and knowing 
they were twenty minutes ahead of time, im- 
mediately gave chase. 

After 5 minutes of perilous climbing the then 
supposed demented Indian was corralled on a 


projecting shelf of rocks where he could neither — 


ascend nor descend. The question was now how to 
capture him alive, which was quickly decided by 
Mr. Craig, who crawled on his hands and knees 


until he was forty feet above the creature. Taking — 


a small piece of loose rock, he let if fall and it 
had the desired effect of rendering Jacko in- 
capable of resistance for a time at least. 

The bell rope was then brought up and Jacko 
was now lowered to the terra firma. After binding 
him and placing him in the baggage car, “Off 
brakes” were wound and the train started for 
Yale. At the station a large crowd who had heard 
of the capture by telephone from Spuzzum Flat 
were assembled, each one anxious to have the 
first look at the monstrosity, but they were dis- 
appointed, as Jacko had been taken off at the 
machine shop and placed in charge of his 
present-keeper. 
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The question naturally arises, how came the 
creature where it was first seen by Mr. Austin? 
From bruises about its head and body, and ap- 
parent soreness since its capture, it is supposed 
that Jacko ventured too near the edge of the 
bluff, slipped, fell, and lay where found until 
the sound of the rushing train aroused him. 
Mr. Thos, White and Mr. Gouin, C. E. as well 
as Mr. Major, who kept a small store about a half 
mile west of the tunnel during the past two years, 
have mentioned having seen a curious creature 
at different points between Caps 13 and 17, but 
no attention was paid to their remarks as people 
came to the conclusion’ they had either seen a 
bear or a stray Indian dog. 

Who can unravel the mystery that now sur- 
rounds Jacko? Does he belong to a specie hitherto 
unknown in this part of the continent, or is he 
what the trainmen first thought he was, a crazy 
Indian? 


Sasquatch investigators John Green and Rene 
Nahinden followed up on the unusual story about 
Jacko. Green is publisher of the weekly newspaper at 
\gassiz, British Columbia and the author of Bigfoot: 
On the trail of the Sasquatch (Ballantine) paperbacks; 
New York, 1973). Rene Dahinden is a tireless investi- 
gator of Bigfoot reports, a Swiss-born immigrant who 
hus been following Bigfoot's trail for several years. 

The two investigators discovered that a resident of 
Yale, B.C., Mr. Albert Castle, had been a child when 
Jacko was captured. Castle remembered the incident 
concerning Jacko, but said he was not taken to view 
the captive. Subsequent investigation by Bruce 
McKelvie, a newsman and historical researcher, re- 
vealed the people mentioned in the story. 
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What happened to Jacko? 

That mystery has plagued Bigfoot investigators sin 
the story was first unearthed in the old newspapei 
files. Following the original news story, a wave of cen- 
sorship, or disinterest, seems to have fallen over th 
case. A hairy man-beast is good news copy — whethe: 
in British Columbia in 1885 or New York City today. 
There is an absence of stories, however, to indicat 
this was so. 

It is possible that George Telbury took Jacko t 
England. Reviewing the case a couple of years ago, I 
wrote a young paranormal enthusiast in England an 
asked him to check newspaper files in London. M 
reasoning was that Jacko would have been prime ne 
upon his arrival there. Unfortunately, while my frie: 
found many excellent items of Fortean mysteries, the’ 
was no mention of Jacko or any other man-lik 
creature. 

Currently, the Englishman is checking into the’ 
English files of publications covering the amusement 
and entertainment worlds. Perhaps, in some musty old 
periodical, we may find a news story or advertisement 
about Jacko. 

We have several options on Jacko’s fate: 

He was unable to recover from injuries sustained in 
the fall and subsequently expired. 

He died from an inadequate diet. Milk and berries 
would surely cause malnutrition in any man-beast. 
Zinc, minerals and other nutrients would not be 
present in the milk-berry diet. If Jacko didn’t die from 
malnutrition, it is possible that he was starved to death. 
All reports we have on the Bigfoot specie indicate 
they are constantly searching for food. His captors may 
not have known Jacko’s tremendous appetite and 
starved him to death. 
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George Telbury could have taken Jacko to England. 
More likely, however, Jacko would have been exhibited 
i) the larger Canadian or U.S. cities before touring 
!ngland. An interested researcher might check the 
files of newspapers in Vancouver, B.C. for advertise- 
ments or articles. Other Canadian cities should be 
‘hecked, along with the larger communities on the 
astern and western coasts of the United States. 

Another possibility is that Jacko was a “demented 
indian,” as his captors first thought. It is doubtful 
‘hat mental illness will cause a wide growth of body 
lair, but several fairly rare medical conditions will 
increase the amount of length of body hair. Jacko 
might have been an Indian suffering from such a 
malady, a person who had been turned out by his tribe. 

Another interesting point is that Jacko may have 
escaped. The news story describes his enormous 
‘irength. He may have recovered from his injuries 
and vanished back into the forest. Or, perhaps in 
lime, the novelty of his capture diminished. George 
lelbury decided not to seek his fortune with Jacko. It 
is conceivable that Jacko was simply turned loose to 
resume his life in the forest. 

Of course, there is always the chance that the in- 
cident was a hoax. The incident might have been a 
scheme by a few residents of Yale to bring attention 
io their town. If a prestigious batch of professors and 
reporters came rushing into town, they could always 
say that Jacko had escaped. The history of journalism 
is also filled with accounts of newspaper reporters who 
decided to enliven a dull:week of news with some im- 
aginative fiction. 

Would a four-foot seven-inch sasquatch weighing 
127 pounds be within the boundaries of what we know 
about the species? 
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Possibly. West coast Bigfoot enthusiast Jim McClari 
tabulated the possible weight of erect bipeds agains' 
the height and build of homo sapiens and gorillas 
McClarin showed that a 9-foot sasquatch with th 
physical build of a 6-foot, 200-pound man woul 
topple the scales with a 674-pound weight. If the Big 
foot was built like a 6-foot, 500 pound gorilla, the 
the woodland creature would be enormous in weight 
He would top out at 1,785 pounds. 

Developing his tables in The Bigfoot Bulletin No. 3, 
published by George Hass, a Bigfoot investigator from 
Oakland, California, McClarin did a table on Jacko 
He discovered that the British Columbia captive w: 
comparable to a 6-foot man weighing 300 pounds. So, 
with his small stature and 127 pounds weight, Jacko’ 
description fits the charactertistics of his species. 

Jim McClarin, incidentally, has been investigatin: 
Bigfoot reports for years. He was a twenty-two-year-old 
zoology student at Humboldt State College, Cali 
fornia, when he spent a summer carving a 14-foo 
redwood statue of Bigfoot. That remarkable piece o' 
wood sculpture now stands at the junction of highwa 
299 and 96 near Willow Creek, California. 

“I carved the statue because I believe these wild, 
man-like creatures exist in our wilderness areas,’ 
McClarin said after the statue was completed. “Be 
fore carving the statue, I had spent four years follow 
ing up reports on Bigfoot sightings. ’'ve met man 
people who've seen them. These are reliable witness: 
who wouldn't lie or take part in a hoax.” 

There are many other “classic” Bigfoot incidents i 
Canada. In 1901, Mike King, a legendary Canadia’ 
prospector and timber tycoon, was scouting along 
creek on Vancouver Island. He reported coming upoi 
a Bigfoot that was washing roots in the stream. 
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lhe creature caught my scent in the wind,” said 


Ning. “At first, I thought it was a bear. Then, I was 
looking down the barrel of my rifle and saw I was 
‘;awing down on a being with human-like character- 
itis. I lowered my gun, boys, because I just couldn’t 
shoot it. Then, it caught my scent and ran off.” 


Years later, King recalled that the creature he had 


observed had reddish-brown hair over its body. “His 


4yms were peculiarly long and he used them quite 
freely when he was running to part the brush or 
‘limb,” said King. “I followed his trail and discovered 
there were footprints that looked human, but the 
print was phenomenally long and the toes were spread _ 
wide apart.” ; 

\nother Bigfoot incident took place on the morning 
of March 8, 1907, when the steamer Capilano pulled 
(hrough the foggy mist and landed at Bishop’s Cove. 
{he vessel had barely touched the dock when a crowd 
of panic-stricken Indians swarmed aboard the steamer. 
the invading natives babbled a horror story to the 
‘teamer’s captain, crewmen, and passengers. j 

“Take us with you,” pleaded the terrified chieftain 
of the Indians. “We've got to leave our homes and 
never come back.” 

lhe incredulous captain tried to calm the Indians. 

“You fellows don’t want to leave,” he said. “Your 
jiomes are here. Everything you own is here. You can’t 
just get up and leave everything.” 

“My people can no longer stay here,” answered the 
chief. “The wild man who prowls the beaches at night 
will get us.” | 

“What wild man?” asked the steamer captain. 

“They're the giants of the woods.” 

“Have you seen them?” asked the captain. 
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The captain finally determined that a band of hait 
“giants of the forests” had invaded the beaches. Th 
could be seen at night digging clams. “They are nig! 
beasts,” claimed-the Indian chief. “It would be da 
gerous for my people and I to remain here.” The chi 
tain stressed the dangers of an unarmed Indian pr 
voking a sasquatch. 

The steamer captain finally allowed the frighten 
Indians to board his craft. He carried the group aw 
from their home settlement. The Canadian gove 
ment eventually resettled the Indians at another local 
a spot far away from the nocturnal Bigfoot. 

Another classic case occurred in 1924 when logg 
and prospector Albert Ostman was searching for 
lost mine in the woods of British Columbia. Aft 
saving money from a construction job, Albert Ostmai 
decided to hunt for a lost gold mine at the head 
Toba Inlet, British Columbia. He travelled by steam 
to Lund, B.C., then obtained the services of an elder! 
Indian as a guide for the journey into the wilderness. 

Apparently there was some truth to the rumors 
a lost gold mine. The Indian told Ostman that a fre 
spending, heavy-drinking white prospector had on 
brought large quantities of gold out of that regio: 
“He would be gone from town for a few days,” sai 
the Indian. “Upon his return he had a plentiful sw 
ply of gold.” 

“What happened to him?” asked Ostman. 

“He went to his mine one day and never came back 

Ostman asked, “Did someone kill him?” 

‘The Indian shrugged. “Perhaps, but some peop! 
say the sasquatch killed him.” 

Ostman looked puzzled. “Sasquatch? What kind 
animal is that?” 
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“Not an animal,” said the Indian. “They have hair 
(hat covers their bodies but they’re not animals, 
"hey’re people. Giant people. The giant people who 
live back in the mountains.” 

“Did you ever see one?” Ostman inquired. 

“My uncle saw their tracks one time,” answered the 
yuide. “The footprints were two feet in length. I talked 
with one old Indian who saw them one time. He said 
they were over eight feet tall.” 

“Aw, those are just campfire stories,” said Ostman. 

here might have been someone like that here a few 
thousand years ago. But not now.” 

lhe guide nodded. “There may not be many, but 
there are still a few of the sasquatch around.” 

After several days of travel, Ostman and the guide 
found a good campsite at the head of Toba Inlet. 
While Ostman started to construct a permanent camp, 
the Indian returned to town. During one of his forays 
from his base camp, Ostman slept out in the woods. 
!le claimed to have been ambushed that night by a 
lant’ sasquatch, who unceremoniously slung the 
prospector over his giant shoulders. Apparently, the 
vasquatch took Albert Ostman home for the amuse- 
ment of his family. There are some indications that 
(stman might have ended up as the unwilling bride- 
room of the sasquatch family. 

Ostman was held in captivity for a week. Although 
the Bigfoot family had allowed him to keep his gun, 
Ostman was afraid to shoot his way out of their en- 
‘ampment. He felt a handful of bullets might not stop 
his gigantic captor. 

lhe family consisted of the father, a mother, and 
(he daughter. There was also a young male “that was 
iyed from 11 to 18 years.” The Sasquatch family was 
‘amped in a box canyon near a stream. They spent 
their days grubbing for roots and nuts. Their beds 
were “blankets woven out of narrow strips of cedar 
ind packed with dry moss.” 
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Ostman later recorded his recollections on thei 
physical characteristics. The young male was “abou 
seven to seven-and-a-half feet in height, weighing ai 
least three hundred pounds. His chest girth was fif 
to fifty-five inches, his waist was about thirty-six t 
thirty-eight inches.” 

The old man of the family — the sasquatch thai 
captured Ostman and carried him back to his giant’ 
camp — was enormous. He stood eight feet tall, ha 
a large barrel chest, powerful muscular shoulders 
huge arms, and “if the old man had worn a collar it 
would be at least a size thirty.” Both of the mal 
sasquatch were fascinated by their new family“‘pet.” 
The prospector had been allowed to keep some of hi 
camping gear and these items fascinated both of thi 
males. They were also intrigued when Ostman chew 
snuff and, like curious small children, licked the frag 
ments from his near empty snuff cans. 

The adult female was described as around seve 
feet tall, anywhere from forty to seventy years in age 
weighing from five to six hundred pounds. The a: 
factor was gauged by Ostman’s knowledge of the hu 
man female. She was apparently a fairly ugly creature 
Her breasts were large, long and pendulous. She ha 
wide hips and walked with a goose-like waddle. 

Both the mother and the young female had a curl 
ing bangs-like growth of hair across their foreheads 
The young female sasquatch was apparently frighten: 
of the prospector’s presence in the camp. The prospec: 
tor made no judgment on her age and gave only 
vague description of her physical features. 

Writing in his Abominable Snowman: Legen 
Come To Life, (Pyramid paperbacks; New York, 
1968) author and scientist Ivan T. Sanderson told o 
his interview with Albert Ostman. Sanderson wrote: 
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. . Curiously, no amount of questioning would 
prompt Mr. Ostman to elaborate further on this 
‘dividual, which may in part be psychological since 
seems to be his conviction that he had been kid- 
‘upped as a potential suitor for her, and I think he 
jus sort of subconscious and rather touching modesty 
shout her shyness. Mr. Ostman maintains a delightful 
v\d-world delicacy about the proprieties and neatly 
‘turned aside some purely biological questions with 
sich noncommittal phrases as ‘I wouldn’t know about 
that.” 

\bout a week after his capture, Ostman arose 
surly one morning and prepared to take a pinch of 
swulf from a newly opened container. When the father 
wsquatch indicated he wanted a portion, Ostman 
anded the snuffbox to the forest giant. The huge 
wisquatch grabbed the box and, with one massive 
yulp, downed the entire contents. Moments later, the 
\\uge creature howled with pain and ran wide-mouthed 
joward the river. 

Hearing the father’s screams of pain from the burn- 
ing snuff, the other sasquatch raced to his side. 
Ostman recognized his opportunity for escape. Taking 
only a few necessary supplies, he raced for freedom. 
{le apparently outdistanced the sasquatch, wandering 
\hrough the forest for two days. He eventually stumbled 
into a logging camp. Hungry and sick, he was as- 
sisted on his way back to town. 

(here are numerous reports in the annals of 
Canadian sasquatchery. We have barely tapped the 
surface with these classic incidents. Eventually, we 
nay find that Bigfoot crossed a land bridge from 
\sia, wandering into the Canadian forests at some 
point back in history. This is assuming that scientists _ 
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are correct in believing the land bridge once exist 
If not, we have a legendary creature immigratii 
across an equally mythical strip of land. There 
very few absolutes in the world of mysteries — 
science. 

Science claims that around fifty thousand ye 
ago, the ice age had frozen most of the north 
oceans. Due to the ice formations the water level hi 
dropped in the seas. This resulted in the uncoveri 
of the land bridge between Asia and the No 
American continent across the Bering Strait. 

As time passed, according to this hypothesis, t 
land bridge sprouted plant life. Grass, trees and n 
ural growth appeared. During an ice age, there wo' 
have been untold wild animals on the move for fe 
It would certainly have been natural to look towa' 
the land bridge for survival. 

Behind these animals, ranging from the sab’ 
toothed tiger to the wooly mammoth, came our p: 
historic ancestors. Scientists believe the Americ 
Indians reached North America in just this mann 
Commenting on this possible immigration rou 
editors of the Bigfoot Bulletin (P.O. Box 662, TI 
Dallas, Oregon) recently commented: 

“Across that cold and primitive landscape, throu 
the dawn mists, does there also stride a giant hai 
biped with a higher intelligence and the ability 
survive against great odds? Is this how Bigfeet cai 
to the New World . . . This . . . certainly seems to 
the most acceptable explanation. Timewise, of cow 
they may have come at an even earlier age and clai! 
in this direction may have their proof in the hu, 
Bigfoot-like footprints in stone, in the paleolithic san 
of Texas.” 
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8IGFOOT BEHIND THE IRON CURTAIN 


Those which we call monsters are not so Cc 
with God. 
MONTAIGNE; Essays II, XXX. 


Perhaps the best knowrr report on the existence of 
\\igfoot that received widespread publication came out 
of Russia, indicating a Russian army patrol captured a 
ftussian version of the abominable snowman during a 
mountain hunt for deserters in World War II. 

The first report on the Russian Bigfoot took place in 
1969 when author Eric Norman published his book, 
lhe Abominable Snowman (Award Books, New 
York). Eric Norman’s report tells how a “wild man” 
was captured by the Russian patrol. At that time, sev- 
eral skeptics felt the story was merely rumor. Since 
then, more facts have been brought forth. 

The story of the man-beasts capture started in win- 
ier, 1941, when the Army patrol was in the Caucasus 
mountains of Russia. The terrain was rugged, the 
landscape covered with snow. The soldiers were dis- 
couraged because it appeared unlikely that a deserter 
could survive in the forbidding sub-zero temperatures. 

The patrol was near Buinaksk when they came 
across several large tracks in the morning snow. The 
prints were along a railroad track that crossed the 
frigid terrain. 3 

A local man accompanied the patrol, a farmer who 
belonged to the Russian militia. He was questioned 
about the tracks by a soldier. 

“What are they?” asked the army man. 

The militiaman shrugged. “Probably almesti.” 

“What's that?” 

“The hairy wild men of the woods.” 

The soldier laughed. “They look like human foot- 
prints.” 
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The militiaman disagreed. He pointed to the size 
the prints. “The almest2 doesn’t bother us. We lea’ 
him alone. I’ve seen his prints before and I don’t thi 
these belong to a deserter.” 

“Come along,” said the leader of the patrol. “ 
have to stay outside town until noon. We might as w 
follow these prints. Maybe they’re made by a wi 
woman of the forest. I could use some of her cha 
for a spell.” 

The patrol moved along the railroad track f 
almost a mile. They blinked against the bright wint 
sun, which glistened on the steel rails. As they walke: 
around a curve, they saw a dark figure walking ahead. 

“Stop there!” cried the leader. 

The figure stopped momentarily, then moved swift 
ly from the railbed. The snow was thick in the dit 
and, for a moment, the figure almost fell in the drift 
ing whiteness. Then, the man recovered his balance, 
moved atop the ditch and ran to a glen beside the rai 
way right-of-way. He remained there until the soldie: 
approached. 

The soldiers quickly surrounded the woods. As thi 
moved into position, the soldiers could clearly see thei 
captive. 

“He stood there without moving, making no effor 
to escape,” said a Soviet army veteran on the patrol 
Selakh Machara. “He was naked, without shoes o: 
any clothing of any type. He carried a head of cabba 
under his arm, possibly stolen from the village.” 

The patrol surrounded the snowman. The leade: 
walked forward and asked for identification. 

“He didn’t answer, but just stood there looking ai 
us,” reported Machara. “When it became evident thai 
he could not produce identification, we decided t 
take him back to the village. He was placed under ar 
rest and returned back to headquarters with us.” 
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lt is here that credulity is stretched. The thought of 
4 hairy, naked man-beast being asked for identifica- 
‘ion is beyond my comprehension. It sounds like a 
ene in an old Marx Brothers or Three Stooge’s 
movie. The gorilla-man can’t produce a driver’s li- 
sense so Moe decides that Curly will arrest the hairy 
monster! 

When we inspect the characteristics of the Russian 
mind, however, we find that such actions are fairly 
\ypical. After a half century of bureaucratic directives, 
Ntussian citizens obey orders. The Russians have had a 
short-fall in grain harvests in recent years. A check re- 
vealed that regional directors forwarded orders to the 
‘ollective farms. An order might state that harvesting 
of wheat would start on 8 a.m. on a specified morning. 
No matter that it was raining that morning, that the 
lields were deep in mud, The farmers turned on their 
engines, running their heavy combines and equipment 
across the fields until they were mired to the axles. 

This same fanatical attitude permeates the Russian 
armed services. The patrol was sent out to get desert- 
ers. The Russian Bigfoot looked somewhat like a man, 
had no identification so he was hustled back to the vil- 
lage. Everyone in Russia follows orders. 

Whatever their reasoning, the patrol came back to 
headquarters with an almestz in tow. The next part of 
the story comes from Lt. Colonel Vazgen Karapetyan, 
4 medical officer with a Russian battalion stationed 
near the town of Makhachkala. Colonel Karapetyan 
provided the following testimony to authorities on the 
unusual incident. He declared : 

“_ , . From October to December of 1941 our 
infantry battalion was stationed some thirty 
kilometers from the town of Buinaksk, in the 
Dagestan, U.S.S.R. One day the representatives 
of the local authorities asked me to examine a 
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man caught in the surrounding mountains and 


brought to the district center. My medical advice 


was needed to establish whether or not this curi- 


ous creature was a disguised spy. 


I entered the shed with two members of the 


local authorities. When I asked why I had to ex- 
amine the man in the cold shed and not in a 
warm .room, I was told that the prisoner could 


not be kept in a warm room, He had sweated so _ 


profusely that they had to keep him in the shed. 

I can still see the creature as it stood up before 
me, a male, naked, and barefooted. And it was 
doubtlessly a man because the entire shape was 


human. The chest, back and shoulders, however, _ 


were covered with shaggy hair of a dark brown 
color. This fur of his was much like that of a 
bear, and two to three centimeters long. The fur 
was thinner and softer below the chest. His wrists 


were crude and sparsely covered with hair. The _ 


palms of his hands and the soles of his feet were 


free of hair. But the hair on his head reached to 


his shoulders, partly covering his forehead. The 
hair on his head, moreover, felt very rough to the 
hand. He had no beard or mustache, though his 
face was completely covered with a light growth 
of hair. The hair around his mouth was also short 
. and sparse. 

The man stood absolutely straight with his 
arms hanging and his height was above the aver- 
age — about 180 centimeters or around 70 
inches. He stood before me like a giant, his mighty 
chest thrust forward. His fingers were thick, 
strong and exceptionally large. On the whole, 
he was considerably bigger than any of the local 
inhabitants. 

His eyes told me nothing. They were dull and 
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empty — the eyes of an animal. And he seemed 
to me like an animal and nothing more. 

As I learned, he had accepted no food or drink 
since he was caught. He had asked for nothing 
and said nothing. When kept in a warm room he 
sweated profusely. While I was there, some water 
and then some bread was brought up to his 
mouth; and someone offered him a hand, but 
there was no reaction. I gave the verbal conclu- 
sion that this was no disfigured person nor a dis- 
guised person, but a wild man of some kind. 
Then I returned to my unit and never saw or 
heard of him again.” 


According to Russian reports; the snowman was 
rither allowed to escape or was shot. There are no 
efinite conclusions on the matter. A Russian scientist, 
Dr. Igor Bourtsev of the Darwin Museum, Moscow, 
suid the creature was executed. “We checked out this 
incident,” said Dr. Bourtsev. “We were informed by 
the Minister of the Interior in Dagestan, the republic 
where the occurrence happened, that the prisoner was 
declared to be a derserter from the army. He was ex- 
ecuted by a firing squad.” 

Soviet researchers have attempted to locate the 
yrave of Russia’s Bigfoot. “The natives either don’t 
know or they refuse to say,” said Dr. Bourstev. “There 
js a centuries-old tradition in that region whereby the 
natives protect the abominable snowmen who live 
around them. They leave food out for the snowmen. 
hey refuse to lead anyone to them. 

“We know there are about two hundred abominable 
snowmen living in that region,” Dr. Bourtsev went on. 
"For the past fifteen years, we've sent our expeditions 
to either capture or photograph them. To date, we ve 
had bad luck. We haven’t had a sighting of any kind.” 
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Communist dogma is marvelously effective whe 
comes to issuing pronounciamentos that ignore 
physical realities of a situation. However, in the m 
tery of the Russian Bigfoot, the Communists have b: 
remarkably open-minded. Tales of huge, hairy ma 
like creatures will send a score of Russian scienti: 
packing into the boondocks. They are eager to g 
scientific recognition for themselves and their coun 
by capturing a Bigfoot. 

Each province in Russia has a special name fi 
Bigfoot. The almesti is used in Dagestan, Cheche! 
Ingushes, Kabardins, and Bulkars. In the province 
Azerbaijan the creature is known as either a kapt 
or mesheadam. They are the tkys-katsi in Georgi 
the lahkzr in Ossetia. In the Karachayevo-Cherkessi 
they are known as the agach-kishi. 

Dr. Jeanne-Maria-Therese Koffman, a top surg 
and an enthusiastic hunter of Bigfoot, read a pa 
during the Geographical Society of the U.S.S.R. th 
told of her five-year investigation into the mysterio 
“manimal” and his habits. She explained her sear 
had centered around the Caucasus mountains. H 
report contained a total of 219 eyewitness accounts 
giant humanoid activity in that area. 

Although they have adopted a scientific approac 
Russia’s Bigfoot hunters do have their skeptics a 
critics. Professor Valeri Avdeyev questioned the Bi 
foot hunters and their methods in an article in Mo! 
cow’s prestigious Lzteraturnaya Gazetta. The title 
the article was “Almesti — Where are there trac 
of them?” Professor Avdeyev wrote: 

“In popular literature from time to time the — 
question is raised of the existence of hitherto un- 
known wild men.” 
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Dr. Avdeyev explained that several articles had ap- 
peared in other Russian magazines, including Tass 
‘ews Reports and Nedelya. Four Russian men had 
‘\yimed in these news stories of being chased by a 
and of snowmen in the Caucasus mountains. “These 
wen claim that official science is wrong when we re- 
yt the possibility of the existence of a wild manlike 
-yeature unknown to science. They claim the creature 
) hiding in places difficult of access. They say because 
sore and more testimony is being gathered to show 
‘at the natives of the Caucasus mountains have long 
}nown about him and some have seen him in our own 
lives.” 

(he Russian professor told of how he had met with 
ty. Koffman in Nalchil. “I have never grown tired of 
\istening to her stories about the wildmen,” he ad- 
mitted. “I would liked to have believed everything that 
fr. Koffman presents in such a convincing manner. 
\\ut the almest? hunters have not brought forth a solid 
{yctual case for the existence of their creature.” 

“The testimony of eyewitnesses is the main, and so 
{ar the only argument on behalf of the existence of a 
wild man’ of the Caucasus,” stated Dr. Avdeyev. “On 
the basis of this information not only has the appear- 
ance of the wild man been minutely established, but 
4 record of meetings of modern people with him has 
heen compiled. Kabardino-Blakaria proved to be the 
locale of the greatest concentration of sightings and 
human encounters with an almestz. 

Dr. Avdeyev felt that with so many sightings and 
confrontations, someone should step forward with a 
corpse. “Where is the hide and the hair, and finally, 
where are the bones of these creatures?” he demanded. 
“If they are Neanderthals, as Professor Porshev main- 
\ains, why have no trace of weapons fashioned by them 
or remains of their feeding ever been discovered?” 
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Dr. Avdeyev stated it would be impossible to seri 
ly discuss the almestz until “unquestionable mater 
traces of their existence had been found.” He chi 
the Bigfoot hunters by claiming a person can prodi 
eyewitness testimony for the existence of fairies, el 
and mermaids. 

The Russian skeptic ended his report by wis! 
luck to the almest? hunters. “Like many others, ho} 
ever, I must maintain in the meantime that I do n 
believe in the existence of the almesti or other g 
lins,” he ended. F 

After the publication of the Avdeyev article, 
scientific community waited for a reply from 
Jeanne-Marie-Terese Koffman. A tireless investigat 
an unusual woman in every way, Dr. Koffman did n 
hesitate to enter into the debate with Dr. Avde 
Dr. Koffman is French by nationality, a surgeon an: 
veteran of World War II. During the war, she vol 
teered for medical duty in the front lines and la’ 
became an instructor in a parachute school for 
pine airborne units in the Caucasus mountains. S| 
took part in many parachute combat operati 
during the war, often dropping behind enemy li 
at night into mountainous territory. 

Besides her combat skills, Dr. Koffman is an expi 
automobile and motorcycle rider. She is also a cr: 
shot, both with a rifle and pistol. She can also ri 
horseback with the skill of a Tartar. 

Her reply to Avdeyev came in the magazine, Na 
zt. Religyia: 

“It is true that we do not yet possess the seri 
material evidence that manlike creatures live in 
Caucasus,” she wrote. “This means that our clai 
we built on ‘eyewitness’ reports. But do we have a 
reason to question them?” 
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"You, Dr. Avdeyev and those who think like you, 
wlve that problem by a simple maneuver. All reports 
»! wild men, whether they originate in Tibet, the 
Namirs, North America or the Caucasus, are dismissed 
») false. Therefore, discussion is thus closed.” 

Dr. Koffman accused her detractors of not being 
\animous in their reasons for disbelief. She explained 
‘hat some orthodox scientists suggest that eyewitnesses 
lie because of “the depravity inherent in human 
ature.” Others are convinced that people who report 
‘ighting an almesti are “practical jokers.” They are 
(lelighted in pulling a trick on scientists. Still other 
(lisbelievers think that witnesses are cowards, They see 
the almestz monsters due to fright and an overly-active 
imagination. Another group of critics, according to 
Dr. Koffman, are less hostile in their opinion of eye- 
witnesses. These gentle skeptics believe the witnesses 
suffer from hallucinations, deluding themselves into 
believing these creatures exist. Another school of 
skeptics is more hostile, figuring reports of Bigfoot 
activity is due to the ignorant, superstitious nature of 
the witnesses. 

Dr. Koffman described her critics, then went onto 
the attack. She wrote: 

“Two years ago a noted Moscow scientist whom I 
asked to at least look at my record of evidence, flatly 
refused to examine ‘old wives’ tales’ which he felt were 
gathered in the marketplace. Yet my file contained: 

1. The record of a two-hour talk with one of the big- 
yest (Communist) party district committees in Azer- 
baijan, signed by the second secretary of the com- 
mittee, and a livestock specialist, Akhadov. 

2. The report of a militia captain, Belov. 

3. An affadavit from Tairov, a research worker of 
the Soviet Academy of Sciences in Azerbaijan. 

4. The testimony of Dyakov, an official in Georgia. 
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5. The testimony of Shtymoy, chief of the faculty « 
pedagogics and psychology at the Pedagogical I 
tute, Kustani. 

6. The statement of Lt. Colonel Karapetyan, 
the medical corps to the Academy of Sciences of t 
U.S.S.R. 

7. The testimony of Kardanov, a deputy to t 
Supreme Soviety of the U.S.S.R. : 

“Finally, in what category would you put Mars 
of the Soviet Rybalko, Major-General Topilsky, he: 
of the special branch of the army, Professor Satuni 
and Professor Baradin? What about Profes: 
Kbokhloy, who gave a description of these unkno 
creatures in 1914?” 

Dr. Koffman has denied that the “wild man of t 
Caucasus” is a product of Russian folklore. She di 
agree with her-adversary that a person can collect a 
number of rumors about virtually any subject. 

She added: “People not only hear, but they al 
have the ability to evaluate what they hear. There is. 
method of ascertaining scientific truth by holdi 
polls. A strictly worked-out system of compilation 
analysis, comparative evaluation, verification, a 
summarizing of the information guarantees a defini 
truthworthiness in the data received.” 

When she became convinced that the almesti was 
real creature, Dr. Koffman said she had to answe 
these questions: where, at what time, and in w 
manner should she conduct a search for Bigfoot? “ 
consider that this stage of my work has been coi 
pleted,” she said recently. “I can now take out a m 
of, say, Kabarda, and point to four comparativel 
restricted areas. I can say: ‘A well equipped é 
pedition sent into these localities is almost sure 
sight an almesti within a year at the most.’.” 
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Professor V.A. Khakhlov now lives in retirement in 
Moscow. In 1913, he published his report on eastern 
Asiatic Bigfoot creatures, submitting the data to the 
Nussian Imperial Academy of Sciences in 1913. The: 
‘eport was promptly filed away without being read. 
\hakalov was denied funds to continue his research 
(ito possible manlike creatures. When he persisted in 
Nis efforts to get funding, the czar’s agents were less 
than pleased, : 

At a meeting, Khakhlov pleaded for funds to follow 
ip his research. “Read the report,” he asked..“Then, 
you'll see the validity of my work.” 

I'he czar’s scientific advisor was a young aristocrat 
with a low, wide forehead and a sharp, thin nose. “I 
‘lon’t have time to read nonsense!” 

“It opens a whole new field,” said Khakhlov. 

lhe advisor shook his head in a slow, negative mo- 
tion. “There is no need to continue. My mind is closed 
'» your arguments. I will not use the czar’s money to 
\\unt for apes in the mountains.” 

“They're not apes,” protested Khakhlov. 

“It is very simple,” shrugged the advisor. “No funds. 
Nequest denied.” 

Professor Khakhlov survived the dangers of the 
ommunist revolution in 1917 and 1918. Waiting for 
wveral months, he applied to the Communist com- 
tnisars for funds to continue his almest? research. Once 
‘gain, he was turned down. 

Recently, Professor Khakhlov’s 1913 report was 
tescued from the archives in Moscow. The data con- 
sists mostly of eyewitness accounts of Bigfoot activity 
within Russian boundaries. Professor Khakhlov 
\raveled widely to collect his reports. One of his richest 
sources was the inhabitants of the mountains in the 
K\abing-Iranian region. The Russian investigator was 
told that a group of herdsmen were tending their 
flocks in the mountains. During a wild chase, they 
‘aptured almesti of short height. He wrote: 
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The “wild man” was a male, below average 
height, covered with hair “like a young camel.” 
His arms were long, extending below his knees. 
His shoulders were stooped, hunching forward. 
He had a flat and narrow chest. His forehead 
sloped down over his eyes with prominently 
arched charcteristics that included arched brows. 
His ears were very large, without lobes, and they 
pointed forward. There was a slight rise on the 
back of his neck. The skin coyering his elbows, 
knees and forehead was hard and tough. 


When he was captured he was standing with 
his legs spread, although slightly bent at the 


knees. When he had run from the herdsmen, his 
legs had been spread wide, feet also spaced out. 
He ran in an awkward manner with his arms 
swinging by his sides. There was a “human- 
like” appearance to the “wild man’s” instep. His 
feet were twice as large as those on a human of 
the same height and weight. His toes were widely 
separated with the large toe being shorter than 


that on a human. The large toe was also more 


widely separated from the others. His arms were 
something like human arms, yet different. His 
fingers were longer than those of a human.” 

The “wild man” was allowed to go free (due 
to the insistence of older herders). The two-young 
men (who had captured the almesti) followed 
him and found the spot where he vanished. There 
was an indention under a hanging rock that was 
camouflaged with tall grass. 

The local people in that region also offered 
more information about these unusual creatures. 
They say the almest? live in pairs, are seldom seen 
by humans, and they are not at all dangerous 
when they are sighted. The inhabitants stressed 
the gentle nature of the almestz. 
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A second witness told me that for several months 
te observed a wild man in the region of the River 
Manass (also Dam). This almesti was of the female 
wx. She was sometimes chained to a small mill by 
» mill-owner, but she was sometimes allowed to 
foam free. Her general description given by the wit- 
fess was the same as that of the male: hairy cover 
o{ skin, stoped, narrow chest, shoulders slumping 
forward, lengthy arms, bent knees, a flat instep, 
widely separated toes that almost resembled a paw, 
snd walking contact with the ground without the in- 
‘tep. Her head was described in the same manner: 
wn absence of chin and a rise in her back. 

Chis female creature seldom made any sounds, 
When she was approached, she ‘bared her teeth and 
made a screeching noise. One peculiar habit was her 
posture during sleep. Like a camel, she squatted on 
lier knees and elbows on the ground, resting her 
forehead on the earth, and laying her wrists on the 
back of her head. The witness felt this accounted 
lor the hard skin on her elbows and knees. 

When offered food, this female ate only vegetables 
and grain, She refused cooked meat, but would eat 
‘aw meat. She would not eat bread. She was ob- 
served to occasionally catch and eat insects. She 
(rank in an animal fashion, lapping water. Some- 
(imes she would dip her arm in a stream and lick 
her wetted arm. When she was allowed freedom, she 
would usually run in an awkward manner toward a 
growth of reeds and vanish into them for several 
hours or days. : 

Russian Professor Boris Porshnev has theorized 
that the almestz, or wild men, are the survivors of 
the Neanderthal race of men. He examined more 
than two thousand reports before reaching this con- 
clusion. His research led to a paper written by K.A. 
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Satoonin, a zoologist, that was published in 18 
The zoologist had encountered a female almesté 
a trip to the Caucasus mountains in 1897. Profe: 
Porshnev discovered there was considerable histori 
data to verify the existence of these Bigfoot creatu 
in Russia and Asia. He wrote: 


Let us begin by observations by physicians. 
In the seventeenth century one of the founders 
of medicine was N. Toolpi, a Dutchman, who 
personally observed a creature that had been 
caught in the mountains of Ireland. He de- 
scribed the specie as having anatomical devia- 
tions that indicate the young creature was a 
paleontropic relic. 

This belief is supported by other educated 
persons. : 

A “bear-man” was caught in the forests of 
Lithuania in 1661. The creature was subse- 
quently “tamed” and became a helper at the 
court of the Polish kings. j 

A similar specie was captured and reported 
on by Hungarian physicians in the city of 
Brashawa. The specie was captured in the for- 
ests of Transylvania and was also domesticated. 

An army general on vacation, M.S. Topiliski, 
was accompanied by physicians when a similar 
creature was killed by accident in the Pamir 
mountains. The incident took place in 1925. 

In 1937, Marshal P.K. Rebalk, was leading 
his units in Sinkaing when a hairy creature that 
walked erect was caught in a marshland. The 
being was described as a “wild man.” 

During a fierce battle in Mongolia, a soldier 
named §S. Kolpashnikov observed the bodies of © 
two “wild men” who had been accidently killed 
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by a guard around an army camp. He also de- 
scribed the creatures and called them “wild 
men.” 

P. Baradin, an oriental scholar from St. 
Petersburg, was leading an expedition in 
central Asia in 1906 when they encountered 
what he termed a “wild man.” 

A Chinese historian, Hoy Vai-Loo, was col- 
lecting folk lore in the mountainous settlements 
of the province of Shansi. He caught a “wild 
man,” domesticating the creature, and using 
it to perform simple tasks. 


In 1964, Professor Porshnev dug up the grave of 
4 female almest? in the village of Tkhina in the 
Caucasus mountains. Selecting his words carefully, 
rofessor Porshnev said the disinterred bones were 
those of a female creature. He stated his investiga- 
lion indicated the skeleton was structurally different 
from modern homo sapiens in several different 
areas. 

Behind the grave of the almesti is a fascinating 
slory. A gentleman named Genaba lived in the vil- 
lage. Genaba was a friend of a prominent aristocrat 
and hunter, Prince Achba. The sportsman was out 
in the mountains hunting one day when he chanced 
upon, and captured, a female almest?. The prince 
yave the female creature to Genaba as a gift. 

The wild woman was quickly tamed. Genaba con- 
structed a special hut for her that was made from 
(wigs and grass. Zana, as she was named, refused 
o sleep inside a wooden house. At first, Genabe 
yuarded his prized gift, fearful that she might run 
away. However, Zana became accustomed to humans 
and, in time, she was allowed to move freely about 
the village. She became obedient to Genaba, seemingly 
understanding his instructions. 
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Zana was taught how to collect and prepare fi 
wood. One of her favorite chores was taking a bu 
et and carrying water from a nearby well. She 
also adept at toting large sacks of grain. Of lar, 
powerful build, Zana apparently became a welco! 
and willing servant on Genaba’s estate. 

Zana’s body was covered with a thick, bro 
hair. She refused to wear clothing during: the ea 
years of her captivity, then was trained to wear 
loin cloth. Genaba was interested in the creatu 
often attempting to educate her. Unfortunate 
Zana did not appear receptive to schooling. Gena 
tried to teach Zana to talk, but she succeeded o 
in mumbling and growling. ' 

Smell has always been one identifying factor wii 
abominable snowmen. Although you may not 
them, you can certainly smell their presence in th 
neighborhood. Cleanliness was no problem to Zan: 
however, once she was taught to bathe. Her favoril 
daily pastime was to go bathing in a spring, regar 
less of whether it was winter or summer. She wi 
also observed collecting rocks and chipping the 
After she had completed her daily chores on G 
aba’s estate, she hurried to her large collection 
rocks. She spent many hours arranging and cha 
ing the patterns of her collection. The piles, and t 
manner in which she chipped the rocks, appea’ 
to have significance for Zana. 

Folk tales in the village say that Zana gave bir 
to five children during her captivity. She would ha 
undoubtedly had intercourse with men in the to 
The implications are staggering. Zana must ha‘ 
been a lower species of humanity, not an anim: 
species. As Professor Porshnev has suggested, 
might indicate she is a remnant of the Neandert 
race. The stories in and around the village 
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tkhina don’t tell us if Zana’s children were primitive 
sub-humans or a higher level of hairless humanity. 
the villagers claim that four of the children died be- 
lore their mother, that the fifth vanished into the 
‘nountains to join his mother’s people. 

lhe captive almestz’s unverified children may be 
#0 embellished bit of fantasy to while away the long 
Russian winters. Intercourse between man and beast 
has always been a subject of folklore. Yet, there 
sre rumors of half breed almesti children. One story 
tells of a half breed who was allowed’ to become a 
«cholar in a Tibetan monastery, achieving an ex- 
tellent reputation as a learned person. I have to dis- 
tniss the whole thing as too far out for my skeptical 
mind, I know that the gurus have had recruitment 
problems, . but a half-snowman whiling away his 
hours over books is too incredible to believe. Next, 
we'll hear that the poor things were once elected to 
some high political office. 

Zana reportedly died in the 1880s. She is said to 
have been mourned by the entire village. She had 
\urned into a gentle creature, amiable in disposi- 
lion, friendly, and always helpful. She became quite 
devoted to her master, Grenaba. Her grave lay un- 
(listurbed in the village cemetery until Professor 
Porshnev unearthed her bones for scientific exam- 
ination. 

Porshney is convinced that the abominable snow- 
man—Bigfoot, almestz, yeti, call the specie what 
you wish — could have survived until this time. 
rhey would have needed a friendly environment 
which is possible only in a few regions on our planet. 
He feels that those who learned to adapt and labor 
evolved into Homo sapiens. The creatures unable to 
adapt became “set” at the hairy primate state, not 
developing beyond the Neanderthal stage. 
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When the final capture of a Bigfoot is announce¢ 
we may discover the Russians displaying one-upm 
ship. There are persistent reports of considerab! 
activity in the Caucasus and Pamir regions of th: 
country by scientists intent on capturing one of t 
creatures. Their persistent efforts may eventual 
pay off. 
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THE WORLD-WIDE MAGICAL MONSTER TOUR 


We're starting to receive reports from 
people who have seen hairy, Bigfoot-like 
creatures in the remote areas of Scotland. 
Most of the encounters occur back in the _ 
almost inaccessible parts of the mountains. 
It looks as if Nessie — the grand old monster 
of Loch Ness — has an equally elusive cousin 
on land. 

JOHN MICHELL, author of 
View Over Atlantis and 

City of Revelation during a 
conversation with the author. 


Most people who have encountered a Bigfoot in the 
woods undergo a startling transformation in their 
belief systems, One quick glimpse of these gentle giants 
und they become believers. A Canadian hunting guide 
summed up his mental processes during an interview 
with John Green, Bigfoot hunter and publisher of the 
Agazziz-Harrison Advance in British Columbia, 
Canada. 

Clayton Mack, the guide, is an experienced out- 
(loorsman who spotted a figure that appeared to be 
« hairy biped in the Canadian wilderness. “I’ve heard 
about these sasquatches since I was a kid,” Mack in- 
formed John Green. “But I didn’t believe in them, 
you know. But now I’m thinking I believe in them.” 

Mack’s sighting took place on a remote island. He 
has spent a considerable amount of time in the wilder- 
fess as a guide. Yet he was a skeptical non-believer 
until he saw a hairy creature in the brush. Anthro- 
pologists and zoologists often refuse to consider the 
possibility of a primitive humanoid creature living in 
the wilderness. 
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“Every fall we have hunters out in the woods killin 
everything,” said Dr. Richard Thorington, curator 
primatology at the Smithsonian Institution. “It is high 
unlikely that they wouldn’t bring one of them in.” 

The present generation is the first to assess th 
world’s mysteries. We have the data, information 
and evidence available for a personal quest into 
reality of Bigfoot, UFOs, the loch ness monsters a 
dozens of other mysteries. 

We have discovered through our investigations th 

* Bigfoot is a world-wide phenomenon, Reports continu 
to pour in from widely scattered spots on our plane 
The location and nature of the reports rules out | 
prankster’s conspiracy. Hoaxters are limited to a flur 
of reports from one area. They cannot operate on 
global basis. Tibetan monks, South American native 
and California construction workers cannot 
members of a hoaxster’s ring of henchmen. 

Whenever we go, in whatever age or culture, 
can find evidence of Bigfoot. An inconsistency I ha 
been unable to resolve is how these creatures pop 1 
and out of various areas of the world. There appeai 
to be, something akin to a “Bigfoot central” that mov 
them hither and yon around the world. There will k 
a blizzard of reports from California, then sightinj 
will drop off to zero. Next, they appear in Florid 
Maryland or Pennsylvania. They lie low there for” 
spell, then start appearing in Scotland. Somethin 
suspiciously like a Bigfoot suddenly appeared on Lon 
Island, New York, in 1931. 7 

The Long Island flap started when an alarmed tee 

aged girl came running into a garden shop and nursel 
near the town of Mineola on the night of June 3€ 
Her hysterical warning cry alerted the nursery stal 
and their customers and triggered a massive poli¢ 
search for a creature that had a Bigfoot descriptiot 
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The hairy biped had apparently somehow stumbled 
into an area only a few miles from New York City, 
frightening Mineola residents, and creating consider- 
able confusion. 

The first sighting took place when the grounds of 
the nursery were filled with customers. The frightened 
girl came rushing into the nursery showroom, pointing 
a trembling finger toward a grove of trees at the rear 
of the nursery lot. As the employees and customers 
looked where the girl pointed, they could discern a 
broad, hairy creature emerging from the trees. Later, 
the witnesses informed newsmen that the creature was 
judged to be five feet in height. It had an ape-like 
look, but was also described in some New York news- 
papers “as looking more human that an ape.” Actually, 
witnesses differed in their descriptions. 

As the visitor's presence became known around the 
nursery, the customers reacted with alarm. They hur- 
tied into the showroom for security while an employee 
raced for his car and sped toward the police station. 

As the hairy creature walked upright toward the 
building, the owner and customers armed themselves. 
A display of garden hoes was ripped down, each person 
getting these implements as a weapon. Rakes, hatchets 
and axes were pulled from their racks and distributed 
(o the frightened people. 

After everyone was armed, the nurseryman con- 
vinced a group of men that safety lay in attacking 
the creature. 

“All together,” 
get it. 

The door of the nursery showroom was flung open. 
lhe desperate men dashed from the building and ran 
toward the creature, yelling and waving their hoes 
and rakes. Until that moment, the creature had been 
walking erect along the rows of nursery plants. The 


yelled the businessman. “‘Let’s go 
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shouting men attracted the creature’s attention. ] 
stopped, then looked toward the shouting group 6 
men, The intruder was said to be transfixed with fea 
for a moment, then wheeled about and ran back int 
the woods. 

“Chase it down, boys,” yelled a customer. 

The men trampled down plants as they rushe 
toward the grove of trees, They stopped momentari 
at the edge of the woods, noticing that twilight ha 
fallen, that a deepening dusk had darkened the grove. 

“Ain’t no use in taking any chances,” said the nurse 
owner. “Let’s wait for the police to get here. The 
get paid to handle things like this.” 

After the men returned to the showroom, a carloa 
of skeptical sheriff's deputies arrived. The eyewitness 
gathered about the lawmen, babbling out a confuse 
report on what had transpired. There were also seve 
conflicting descriptions on exactly what had strolle 
out of the trees and excited the garden enthusiasts. — 

Finally, an annoyed deputy sheriff snapped his not 
book shut. 4 

“Whatever it was, it sounds awfully bad,” the depu 
said with exasperation. “I don’t want to tangle witl 
something like that at night. We'll wait until mornin 
and start searching for it during daylight.” 

That same night a flurry of reports came into 
Nassau county police departments. Startled citizen 
complained that an ape-like creature was disturbin 
their quiet residential sections. Something was prowlin} 
through the garage cans in one area, throwing lid 
aroung and causing dogs to bark. A woman steppe 
outside her home to call the family dog. She foun 
herself in a frightening face-to-face encounter wifl 
a hairy “thing.” A man was walking his dog late tha 
same evening. His dog growled, then started runnin 
and barking toward a hedge. The startled man dis 
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tovered his tiny pet was attacking something large, 
(lark and seemingly menacing. “I was lucky to get my 
‘log away from there,” he informed the police. “That 
thing looked mean and it smelled like decaying flesh.” 

“What do you mean smelled?” inquired an officer. 

“It stanks,” said the witness. “Like it was dead or 
something.” 

When the reports continued to come into the police 
‘tation, Mineola Police Captain Earle Comstock called 
\n his entire force. Grumbling and convinced the “silly 
season” had arrived, off-duty policemen were sent out 
in a dozen motor patrols. 

“We don’t have enough patrol cars,” Captain 
Comstock informed his lawmen. “Use your personal 
tars if you have to. Take your revolvers and sawed-off 
shotguns. There’s not enough shotguns to go around, 
‘© use your personal weapons if you have to. I want 
(he tear gas and grenades spread out so that every car 
has at least one of them.” 

In the days that followed, the monster popped up 
in widely separated areas of Long Island. Alarmed 
‘iuzens formed vigilante groups to patrol their neigh- 
borhoods at night. These citizen’s posses were armed 
with guns, clubs, pitchforks and whatever weapon 
leemed harmful to a hairy monster. 

The police, vigilante groups, and several home 
owners found footprints that were believed to have 
been left by the prowler. Police experts made plaster 
fasts of the prints,.then sought the advice of a zoo 
official. 

The zoo director was less than helpful. 

“These aren’t gorilla prints,” he informed the 
policeman. 

“What are they?” asked the lawmen. 

“They look more human than animal,” replied the 
director. “Yet, they aren’t really human. I don’t know 
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of any animal with these kind of tracks.” , 

The uninvited monster spent a month roaming ab 
Long Island. Then, as often happens during a Bigfot 
flap, the creature suddenly vanished. When the sigh 
ings dwindled, the police patrols were lifted and grat 
ful lawmen went back to working one shift a dat 
The neighborhood vigilantes disbanded knowing 
had protected their families and homes from som 
unknown menace. New York newspaper men sig] 
because a monster flap was always good copy. 
date, no one can positively identify the “Mineo 
Monster.” 4 

In 1969, the Reuters news service carried a sto} 
with a dateline from Rangoon, Burma. The dispate 
read: 

“RANGOON, June 12 — Two giant monkey me 
recently sighted roaming the jungles along the Thal 
Burma-Laos border. along the Mekong river have be 
terrifying local villagers. According to press report 
the two creatures are said to be about ten feet ta 
The monkey men were first sighted by a group | 
hunters led by a local preacher in the Taimilek are; 
However, the hunters were so frightened by th 
creatures that they fled without firing a shot. 

“A few days later, a farmer reported seeing 
two creatures by moonlight in his fields. He said t 
made sounds like those of a child crying. A Rangoo 
daily newspaper, The Light of Burma, said a thir 
sighting was made by a group of Lahu guerillas. 
guerillas had run for their lives after one of th 
creatures hurled a rock at them. The newspaper gay 
no dates on when the sightings were made but said 
the creatures had khaki colored hair on their bodies. 

Shortly after that, a number of encounters wit 
hairy beings took place in South America. One repoi 
was carried in many UFO publications because a brigh 
light had been seen hovering near the scene seve 
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(lays prior to the sighting. Alberto Kalbermatter, a 
truck driver, was maneuvering his vehicle along an 
isolated highway near Resistenca, Argentina. It was 
late at night and there was very little traffic on the 
road. Kalbermatter was relaxed when he rounded a 
curve and came upon a nine-foot creature standing 
in the middle of the road. 

“It really frightened me,” Kalbermatter told the 
Argentine police. “It was so big and it leaped out on 
the road so quick. I had to really slam down on my 
brakes to avoid hitting it.” 

“Did it make any noise?” asked a police official. 

“When my lights picked it up, it made a loud, 
shrieking cry,” answered Kalbermatter. “It sounded like 
« child screaming, only louder and with much more 
force.” 

Kalbermatter informed the authorities that the 
creature had a coat of shining black hair. “It must 
have been a large monkey,” commented a policeman. 

“Not that,” said Kalbermatter. “The face wasn’t 
like an ape or monkey. This thing has human features 
on it face.” 

My files contain news reports from several South 
American countries of hairy creatures that walk erect. 
hey range from tiny, midget-sized hairy little men 
with tremendous strength that waylay travelers to 
enormous nine-to-ten-foot giants. Hallucinations can 
be ruled out because many of the people who encount- 
ered these hairy bipeds regretted it. Often, they re- 
quired medical treatment for one or more injuries. 
hese were usually a blow to the face, a bite on the 
arm or hand, and in one case a man who lost his shoe 
running away and stepped on a broken piece of glass. 

Spain has been visited by Bigfeet on several occasions. 
lhe first recorded visit took place near Barcelona 
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in the Vilovi district in 1968. At that time the origir 
reports, according to Arriba news reporters, took pl 
when several children started telling their parents th 
a “hairy thing” was roaming about the district. 
first onslaught of sightings took place during the 1 
days of February. 

Most of the parents decided their children w 
exercising an overly active imagination. Then, o} 
afternoon, a farmer was leading several horses dow 
to a pond for water. He saw a hairy creature bent o' 
the pool and drinking. i 
Arriba reported: 


Meade compiled a marvelous collection of Chinese folk 
isles. A member of the Royal Asiatic Society, London, 
sud the prestigious China Society, Willoughby- 
Meade discussed the Chinese concepts of dragons, 
‘eth spirits, magic and divination, and the various 
‘ linese religions. One chapter of interest to Bigfoot 
*thusiasts is called “Foreign Devils.” 

'here are several reports of giants and Bigfoot-like 
‘yeatures in the chapter. It appears possible that the 
(hinese phrase “foreign devil” may have originally 
fwen used to describe and Asian Bigfoot. One report 
‘the primates took place during the Sung dynasty, 
wound 1120 A.D. The Standard History is the 
wuthorized Chinese history of that era and, in that 
fyport, we are told of strange beings appearing in 
(he outlying sectors of Lo Yang district. These “foreign 
evil” invaders had a certain resemblance to humans, 
hut were said to “squat like dogs.” They were believed 
\» be black in color, a possible reference to their dark: 
wiry bodies. However, as in many Bigfoot reports, 
their eyebrows and eyes were covered (i.e., either with 
hats, helmets or hair). 

lhe invaders originally came into the outlying towns 
snd villages at night. Like the monsters in ancient 
Mesopotamia, these creatures were also quite bold. 
they broke into homes, killed adults and siezed infants 
and young children. The Standard History said the 
younger captives were devoured. Eventually, the people 
i) Lo Yang district banded together, arming themselves 
with clubs. They managed to drive the dreaded 

foreign devils” from their area. 

Earlier, around 564 A.D., hordes of these “demons” 
invaded the province of Sgan Si. Their major invasion 
was around the community of Tsing Yang, These 
treatures failed to surprise the villagers. When they 
heard the “foreign devils” were coming, 


. . « The animal was drinking from a pond 
near the farmer's house. It fled when the farmer 
came upon the scene, leaving a number of great 
footprints in the clay soil. The prints measured 40 ’ 
centimeters in length and they resembled those 
of a creature that walked on the full bottom of 
its feet. : 
“These footprints also agree with a report 
provided to the police by Roberto Juhner, a 
motorist who was driving near the town of Hostal-_ 
rich last week. Juhner reported that he saw a tall _ 
creature walk across the road in front of his auto- 
moblie. The creature's body was covered with — 
heavy black hair. It had long arms that swung as 
the animal walked in front of his vehicle. Jubner 
said the animal walked erect like a human being, — 
in a shuffling gait. But he stated the animal was _ 
definitely not human, despite the characteristics 
that made it appear somewhat like a person.” 


In Chinese Ghouls and Goblins (Frederick Stokes: Ni v 
York; no copyright date but presumed to be aroun 
1927), author and researcher Gerald Willoughb 
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People who had to cross the mountains kept a fire 
jing at night to keep the giants away. If the creatures 
wntured too close to their encampments, the Chinese 
placed bamboo joints in the fire. When the bamboo 
‘sploded, the giants took off for the next province.» 
like the “foreign devils,” these giants were also 
tightened by loud, enexpected noises. 

After the invention of firecrackeers, the travelers , 
‘) these western mountains carried a supply to scare 
sway the giants. It was many years later before 
jhe Chinese introduced firecrackers into their celebra- 
‘ions and festivals. It is interesting to speculate that 
{\igfoot’s ancestors may have been responsible for the 
invention of firecrackers. The almost-lost noise of the 
American Fourth of July independence celebration 
jy have originated in a noisy attempt to keep Asian 
Hiyfeet away from traveler's camps. 

lhere is some evidence for the “foreign devils” being 
warriors who lived in the mountains. The “Berserker” 
Viking warriors who fought viciously against the 
fnglish and Irish during night raids were often called 
night giants.” At least we can speculate that legends 
»| Bigfoot-like creatures abound throughout the world. 
lribes of hairy wild men must have been known to 
virtually every culture in every age. To date, I have 
found them mentioned in any country, and era, that 
| choose to investigate. 

“It looked like a macabre monster from some 
frightening old movie,” was the way Wilhelm Albin, 
» resident of Munich, Germany reported to the federal 
police in Mexico. Albin and his wife were vactioning 
in Mexico when they decided to drive along the beach 
\\ighway between Tampico and Vera Cruz on a warm 
summer night four years ago. During their journey, 
Albin struck a Bigfoot type of creature with their 
rented car. 


the Chinese set up a terrible clamour. They pou 

on gongs, beat iron and copper pots and kettles, rais 
a loud racket. The noise was said to drive the dem 
away. 

Another group of cannibalistic hairy “demo 
popped up again in China in 782 A.D. A large ni 
of hairy men spread through the Yang Tzu provini 
terrorizing people who lived in the valleys. It bec: 
commonplace to burn fires throughout the night 
drive away the “demons” or “foreign devils.” When: 
the invaders approached a village, the residents creat 
a loud noise. People pounded temple gongs, beat 
metal plates and, subsequently, the hairy 
dissappeared. 

Willoughby-Meade theorized that the “invasion 
Savages are clearly indicated: hairy, dark-colow 
beings with sharp teeth and glowing eyes . . .” 
fur-clad nomads. However, looking back to Tibet, 
find the monks at monasteries there ring bells 
pound gongs to drive away an abominable snowm 
There are also several reports of people encounteri 
a Bigfoot with eyes that glowed in the dark. We d 
know for certain that the Chinese countryside 
invaded by a horde of Bigfeet. But a modern ini 
pretation of these reports indicates something 
piciously like our giant friends were wandering thro 
that region for several centuries. 

The following report is equally interesting. 

According to the Shen I Ching, the mountains 
western China were at one time haunted by unc 
giants who preyed upon travelers. Although the 
Chinese book reported the giants preferred a diet 
raw frogs and crabs, they also were known to 
human flesh. The Shen I Ching reported these gi 
stood a chang in height in Chinese measurements. 
chang is ten Chinese feet, about 11 feet, 9 inches 
English and American measurements. 
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“I have always been a very skeptical individual. 
Albin informed thé police. “I have never believ 
anything until I know it is true. But this thing 
real.” 

Albin stated he was driving along about 50 m.p. 
“That's when this figure darted out onto the highw 
in front of us,” he explained. “I thought it was a pe 
and I really hit the brakes. My tires squealed, the c 
lurched and through the windshield I caught a glim 
of this horrible, grotesque face.” 

There was a loud, sickening crunch. Albin fought 
control his automobile. 

“We went in and out of a small ditch,” said t 
52-year-old German. “Then I got the car slowed do’ 
We pulled over onto the shoulder of the road a 
stopped. I grabbed my flashlight and walked ba 
This thing was lying on the highway. He appeare¢ 
dead so I took a moment to inspect him.” 

Albin said the creature appeared to be at least ni 
feet tall with a wide chest. “His chest was at le: 
50 inches broad,” said Albin. “And his body taper 
down from there. The face was the most remarkab 
thing I’ve ever seen. It sat sort of flat down on 

- shoulders with no indication that he had a neck. The 
was both ape and human features in the face. 
hands were quite large, broad and he had long, haii 
covered fingers. His entire body was covered with 
growth of reddish hair.” : 

Albin told the federal police that he forgot about 
the damage to his automobile. “I realized that this 
was some sort of unusual animal, he said, “perhaps 
missing link. I ran back to the car and got my camera. 
I fumbled around and finally found a couple of flas 
bulbs in my camera bag. That’s when the thing go 
up off the highway, moaning and howling and ran off f 
into the bushes. I wanted to get a picture so badh 
that I decided to track it into the woods. Fortunatel 
my wife’s good sense prevailed.” 
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As in many Bigfoot reports, Albin informed the 


police that a “sickening, horrible smell lingered ‘about 
the creature.” He said the odor almost made him 
juuseous when he approached the fallen form and 
played his flashlight over the body. After repairs to 
(heir automobile, the couple resumed their vacation. 


“But we won't drive at night,” said Albin. 

The original report on the Mexican incident came 
{rom a newspaper clipping. I wrote to the Mexican 
police and, eventually, located the officer who had 
jundled the investigation. I took these measures 
hecause it was possible that hair or blood had been 
left on the car or roadway. 

“I didn’t go out to the place where they wrecked 
their car,” said the officer. “I was the only person on 
duty at the desk that night. The man and his wife 
sounded like crazy people.” 

Next, after considerable time and effort, I was able 
(0 contact Wilhelm Albin at his home in Munich. He 
ippeared to be somewhat relieved that other people 
jad been sighting similar manimals throughout the 
world. “Looking back, I have a tendency to think it 
was a dream,” he said. “It now seems so unreal. But 
at that moment on the highway I knew I had hit 
something unique.” 

Had he saved a bit of hair, a blood sample, any- 
thing? ; 

“Are you familiar with Mexico?” he asked. 

I said I had visited the country. 

“Then you know about the Mexican police and their 
attitude toward foreign tourists and their hatred of 
automobile accidents,” Albin explained. “I called a tow 
truck first and got my rental car into a garage for 
repairs. Then I made my report to the police, which 
is required there. .I did this because I was afraid the 
car would be impounded, that my wife and I might be 
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thrown in jail. By the time I thought of looking 
hair or something on the car, it had already beet 
the shop. I went back but there was nothing on 
car. Of course, they had been heating and poundii 
on the sheet metal. If there was something it had be 
destroyed by that time.” 

Once again, our giant Bigfoot eluded his pursu 

Sometime in the future, in another week, month. 
year, certainly in the near future, someone will hi 
a bit of hair, blood, a specimen of some sort that 
verify Bigfoot's existence. It may be clear, 
developed movie film like the Patterson-Gimlin foo: 
It may be a still photograph of Bigfoot staring ini 
sharp Japanese lens. When it comes, it will be h 
evidence that will convince the hardest of skepti 
Then, we will know that Bigfoot is a reality and 
the earth holds many secrets. 
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NIGFOOT: THE EVOLUTIONARY ENIGMA 


ORDINANCE NO. 69-01 

WHEREAS, there is evidence to indicate 
the possible existence in Skamania County 
of a nocturnal primate mammal variously 
described as an ape-like creature or a sub- 
species of Homo sapiens, and 

WHEREAS, both legend and purported 
recent sightings and spoor support thas pos- 
stbility, and 

WHEREAS, this creature ts generally 
and commonly known as “sasquatch,” 
“Yett,” “Bigfoot” or “giant hairy ape”, and 

WHEREAS, publicity attendant. upon 
such real or imagined sightings has resulted 
in an influx of scientific investigators as 
well as casual hunters, many armed with 
lethal weapons, and 

WHEREAS, the absence of specific laws 
covering the taking of specimens encourages 
laxity in the use of firearms and other 
deadily devices and poses a clear and 
present threat to the safety-and well-being 
of persons living or traveling within the 
boundaries of Skamania County as well as 
the creatures themselves 

THEREFORE IT BE RESOLVED that 
any premeditated wilful and wanton slaying 
of such creature shall be deemed a felony 
punishable by a fine not to exceed Ten 
Thousand Dollars ($10,000) and/or im- 
prisonment in the county jail for a period 
not to exceed Five (5) years. 

ORDINANCE; adopted by the County Commis- 
stoners of Skamania County, Washington, April 1, 1969. 
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The Skamania county law was probably a tongue-im 
cheek April Fool’s Day prank by the county co 
sioners. While there have been numerous sightings of 
Bigfoot in their area, their boundaries were certainl 
not overrun by monster hunters. The ordinance doe; 
pose the question of Bigfoot's place in humanity. If th 
gentle giants are as human as many observers claim 
their existence creates numerous legal problems. 

A provocative book on “what is human” was You 
Shall Know Them (Little, Brown, New York, 1953 
written by French author, Versors. It is a fictional ae 
count of just such a legal confrontation. The sto 
opens somewhere in the jungles of New Guinea when 
member of a British anthropological expedition makes 
a startling discovery. He discovers a skull of a creature 
that was halfway between man and ape — the 
called missing link. Naturally, the group of scientist 
are excited. Their initial interest is increased whe 
they discover the skull is not a fossil. Examination in 
dicates the find is not more than thirty years old. 

The members of the expedition then recall thei 
first night in their jungle encampment. Som 
shadowy and unknown assailant hurled stones 
throughout the night. After a lengthy search, U 
scientists locate several thousand living “missi 
links” near the vicinity of their camp. The tribe o 
Bigfoot type of creatures are truly half men, hal 
apes. They chip stones, have the use of fire, hole 
burial rites for their dead, and have limited com 
munication with a series of high-pitched cries. 

The scientific implications of the “missing li 
are numerous. They are overshadowed, however, 
the moral question of how the creatures should 
treated. Are they animals or human? The hero 
the novel is Douglas Templemore, a British journal 
ist who has accompanied the expedition. He says 
“It jolly well will have to be solved one day whethe 
they are apes or men...” 
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The decision is speeded up when an Australian 
\extile manufacturer decides to capture a few of the 
reatures, move them to his country as a source of 
cheap labor. Known as “tropis,” the creatures would 
be forced to work in the mills without pay. They 
would be treated as animals rather than humans. 

A corrupt anthropologist is commissioned by the 
manufacturer to write an article which argues that 
the tropis are not human. The anthropologist 
claimed that accepting the tropis as human would 
mean drawing an entirely new hierarchy of Homo 
sapiens. “It will have to show that there is no human 
species,” he announced. “There would only be a vast 
family of humanoids.” 

To force the issue and prevent enslavement of the 
\ropis, Douglas Templemore allows his semen to be 
utilized to impregnate a female tropi by artificial 
insemination. When a child is born, Templemore 
has the infant christened. He also has a birth certifi- 
cate prepared. The mother is listed as a “native 
woman,” 

Once these actions have been completed, Temple- 
more kills the tropi child by injecting strychnine 
thlorhydrate into the infant’s veins. The medical 
loctor asked to fill out a death certificate is shocked 
at the coldness of the father who has killed his own 
son. It is only when the doctor examines the infant’s 
body and discovers the tropi characteristics that he 
tealizes what the journalist has done. Although he 
considers the whole thing in rather poor taste, the 
doctor realizes the tropi child has been christened 
and registered as a human, The police are called 
and Douglas Templemore is charged with murder. 

To convict Templemore, the state must prove that 
the tropi are human. This will also prove that the 
infant was human. In this manner, Templemore 
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hopes to defeat the factory owners, zoos, laboratorie 
and other groups who want to exploit the tropis 
However, if the tropi are proven to be human then 
Templemore will be found guilty of murder. He ap: 
pears willing to sacrifice himself to the cause of j 
tice for the tropi. 


The remainder of the book is concerned with the 


legal aspects of what is a human. This is certainh 


pelled to reveal the sign, the exact mark, that t 
tropi must show to be admitted into humanity. Shi 
wonders if evidence of a soul is that sign. 

A judge’s wife points out that the tropi must be 
animal, They do not have juju charms. She ex: 


well be the key to determining “what is human?” 

The first jury trial ends when the jurors are un: 
able to reach a verdict. They declare they are nol 
qualified to decide whether the tropi are animal o1 
human. The jurors can’t determine whether Dougla 
Templemore has committed murder. | 

The British Parliament enters the story by holdi: 
debates on what factors must be present to decide 
mammal is human. After considerable wrangling, the 
lawmakers pass a bill that defines the nature of 


: They also declare that various creeds, rituals and 
philosophies are also evidence of spirituality. Am 
animate being that reveals one or more of these 
characteristics should be deemed human. 
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The trial judge, Sir Arthur Draper, pursues this 


uestion with the tropi. Along with members of the 
wiginal scientific expedition, Draper observes the 
opi tribe. Their efforts are rewarded when they 


‘ind these primitive beings worship fire. After this is 
iscovered, Parliament quickly passes a law ad- 
Witting the tropi into the human community. 

At the second trial, Templemore’s defense at- 
jorney argues that the tropi infant had to be sacri- 
ficed to emancipate its race. He also stated that 
!emplemore murdered the infant before the tropi 
were judged human. The verdict was a quick “not 
guilty” and Templemore becomes a hero. 


Would a juju charm around the neck of a Bigfoot 
xtablish his humanity? Would evidence of religion 
wmong these creatures change our concepts of what 
we deem to be human? How would we view a so- 
‘alled “missing link”? Would concrete evidence of 
Nigfoot’s existence prove the theory of evolution? 

There is current scientific debate among scientists 
us to “what is human?” According to the orthodox 
\raditionalists, man’s ability to use tools separates 
him from his primate ancestors. As the result of 
fecent findings by Englishwoman Jane Goodall’s five 
year sojourn among the chimpanzees in Tarzania, 
eminent anthropologist Dr. Louis S.B. Leakey said: 

We must either redefine man — redefine tools — 
or accept chimpanzees as men.” 

With the encouragement of Dr. Leakey, Jane 
Goodall started her self-imposed exile among the 
chimps in 1960. Although chimps are the animals 
judged to be closest to man, they had never been 
studied in their natural state for a prolonged inter- 
val. Miss Goodall obtained the confidence of the 
possibly dangerous chimps. Her study produced 
many important results. z 
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“The fact that these chimps use twigs and gras 
when feeding on termites was one of the most 
citing discoveries I made,” reported Miss Good; 
“It was known previously that some wild animals y 
natural objects as tools — but the chimpanzee, whe 
he strips leaves from the twig, is actually modifyij 
a natural object to suit it to a specific purpose . 
he is thus making a tool.” 

The chimps were also observed crumpling leay 
to create a “drinking sponge.” Miss Goodall stat 
that crumpling a leaf increased the absorption re 
allowing the chimp to obtain much more water. 
also discovered that chimps were remarkably fasti 
ous in their natural environment. They used leav 
to wipe sticky food from their fingers. Leaves we 
also used to wipe mud from their feet. ; 

Miss Goodall also discovered that the chimj 
sometimes hunted and ate small monkeys. TI 
tended to support the natural-killer hypothesis 
man evolved up from carnivorous apes, that m: 
used chipped rocks and sharp sticks as weapol 
rather than as tools. However, there is debate in tl 
scientific community as to whether our primitive al 
cestors used these objects as tools or weapons. M 
Goodall’s work did reveal that chimpanzees used ef 
ergetic, noisy displays to work off their aggressi\ 
instincts. They seldom engaged in actual comba 
Her reports indicate the chimps have reached a hig 
level of development in the selection and modific 
tion of objects for use as tools. 

According to the textbooks, a step toward m: 
started about thirty to thirty-three million years ag 
This was a gibbon-like creature with long swingit 
arms, a man-beast known as Propliopithecus. Abo 
twenty five million years ago, tooth features peculit 
to man and the great apes appeared in Proco 
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the next step along the way toward modern man, 
wy the scientists, was Paranthropus, a vegetarian 
wud Australopithecus, a toolmaker and a hunter. 
{hese primates were followed by what we consider 
Momo sapiens. 

Proconsul was dug up in Kenya by Mrs. Louis S. ° 
), Leakey in 1929. Her husband found the bones of 
Mwranthropus at a dig in Olduvai Gorge in Africa. 
Nwranthropus was reconstructed as having a jaw 
‘ivee times heavier than modern man. He stood 
shout five feet tall, walked erect, and had a re- 
‘eding profile with a beetled brow. The bones found 
ly Dr. Leakey were found to be dated somewhere 
between 1.86 and a half million years ago. Similiar 
jemains have also been discovered in India, South 
Mlrica and Java. 

Dr. Leakey risked his professional reputation by 
insisting that Paranthropus was distinctly human. 
le claimed that four types of early man lived in 
Olduvai Gorge, perhaps as many as three species 
living there at the same time. First, Leakey stated, 
‘ume Australopithecus. He was followed by the co- 
existing Paranthropus, Homo habilis and Homo 
erectus. The last three species were making tools and 
lunting game as far back as a million years ago. Dr. 
Leakey contended that Homo habilis was a direct 
ancestor of modern '’man, Homo sapiens. 

Naturally, these positive declarations about our 
ancestry was opposed by anthropologists with dif- 
ferent views. Dr. Leakey insisted that our current 
\extbooks had to be junked. During an interview 
with newsmen, he explained: 

“It was popular about forty years ago to assume 
(hat man arose from the ape, that there was a 
missing link,’ and that one line of evolution led to 
man. It also comes from a religious belief that man 
was a special creation. 
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“At Olduvai in Bed II, we found four kinds o 
giraffe, three that were specializing away from th 
one that looked very much like today’s giraffe. Onl 
one of those four different species survived. 
found six kinds of elephants and four kinds of pigs 
Why should there by only one line of man? It’s 
prejudice.” j 

Asked about his belief that Homo habilis was oul 
ancestor, Dr. Leakey stated that we must look at th 
origin of man with fresh eyes. “There have been to 
many preconceived ideas masquerading as facts,” 
said. He explained that the most remarkable trait 4 
Homo habilis was his ability to rub his forefinge 
and thumb together. This action could be controlle 
by his brain. By contrast, Dr. Leakey explained, t 
ape and chimpanzee can only grab at objects like 
man wearing mittens. They also have limited contro 
and use a great deal of arm movement. : 

While digging in Africa, Dr. Leakey unearthed 
crude stone dwelling. There were indications tha 
Homo habilis had been the original homesteader 
“Around that stone windbreaker we have found. th 
bones of at least three hundred animals,” said Dr 
Leakey. “They were killed and eaten on the site, ap 
parently by only one family and obviously over 
long span of time. No animal besides man doe 
that.” 

The bones of Homo habilis were dated to be fron 
750,000 to two million years old. This pushes the be 
ginning of man further and further back in time 
Neanderthal Man, popularly thought of as a heavy. 
browed apeman, was a newcomer on the scene. Hi 
is believed to have lived in Europe between 110,006 
and 35,000 years ago. One school of anthropologist 
claim the Neanderthal Man has been maligned as 
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stoop-shoulder, bestial type of creature. They have 
pointed out that Neanderthal Man was the first true 
Homo sapiens. 

A Neanderthal burial site was excavated in the 
1950s and 1960s by Dr. Ralph Solecki of Columbia 
University. The site was located in the Shanidar 
Cave, about 250 miles from Baghdad. The burial 
site had been covered with several different types of 
flowers. It would be impossible for so many different 
types of flowers to accumulate naturally in one 
place. Mourners must have gathered the flowers 
from the mountain slopes to pay tribute to a loved 
one at a funeral. The discovery that Neanderthal 
man had these elaborate and colorful burial rites 
was said to be “unexpected” by the majority of an- 
thropologists. Apparently Neanderthal man was not 
an evolutionary wash-out. 

The popular image of Neanderthal man is a 
yorilla-visaged hulk. However, modern reconstruc- 
tions of Neanderthal skulls fail to emphasize his 
large facial contours and heavy brow. Admittedly, 
Neanderthal man had a huge set of heavy duty 
teeth. It would take a large face and heavy features 
‘o comfortably hold his giant molars. Another un- 
usual feature of Neanderthal man was that his brain 
chamber was larger than our own. Modern man’s 
1450 cubic centimeters cannot match the Neander- 
thal’s 1600 cubic centimeters. 

There is also evidence that Neanderthal man 
made good use of his enlarged brain. Swiss scientists 
in 1917 entered a cave that had obviously been used 
as a place of worship by a Neanderthal cave-bear 
cult. This indicated the religious nature of our 
primitive ancestors. Neanderthal also fashioned 
stone axes, knives and spear points to use in hunting 
and self defense. Skeletons found in Neanderthal 
caves indicate Neanderthal was effective with these 
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weapons. Bones of gigantic mammoths, cave bea 
and other primitive creatures are found in gre; 
abundance. , 

Neanderthal man was also intelligent, assumin 
adaptability is an important indicator. Instead ¢ 
moving southward in front of advancing ice shee 
and glaciers, Neanderthal remained at home. 
successfully survived the frigid environment of 
ice age by adapting to colder climates. 

What was Neanderthal man? 

Although many scientists would like to believe 
Neanderthals were evolutionary drop-outs, others fe 
he was similar to modern man. It is also felt ¢ 
Neanderthals and Homo sapiens could breed 
gether and produce off-springs. A recent change if 
Neanderthal classification was undertaken 
science. Previously, Homo neanderthalensis 
dicated they were a specie separate from ma 
Today, the Neanderthal is more likely to be class 
fied as Homo sapiens neanderthalensis, a branch @ 
the family of man. 

Why did Neanderthal become extinct? 

There is a growing conviction among ant ‘ 
pologists that the Neanderthals mixed with more ad 
vanced human types. They were bred out of exi 
tence as a separate group. ‘4 

Russian professor B.F. Porshnev published a pape 
on the Russian version of Bigfoot in the magazine 
Soviet Ethnography. The 1969 article noted tha 
Carolus Linnaeus created his Systema Naturae mor 
than two hundred years ago, including a speci 
known as Homo troglodytes. Linnaeus said thi 
specie was similiar to man in general appearance, 
but was hairy and was without language. Linnaeuw 
reported he had read of these creatures in various 
literature from early times. He also had some first 
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hand information from sightings in the Dutch East 
Indies. Professor Porshnev remarked: 

“|. . Linnaeus was astonished that if a 
monkey could attract so much attention from 
people, then the Troglodytes would be a source 
of astonishment to natural scientists, particu- 
larly when they came to realize that the Troglo- 
dytes are so close to man in appearance. How- 
ever, they were left out of scientific research. 
Linneaeus was surprised at this oversight by his 
colleagues. We have had to wait two centuries 
before returning to his initial observations.” 

If Professor Porshnev’s beliefs are correct, then 
Bigfoot is a survivor of Neanderthal man. Somehow, 
in some manner, the elusive giants have co-existed 
with modern man on our planet for thousands of 
years. Re-read our discussion of Neanderthal man 
and you'll see that as a remnant of that group, Big- 
foot would be human. If Bigfoot has enough 
physical characteristics similar to our own, then he 
might be considered human. And reports indicate 
that Bigfeet live in family units, walk erect and use 
tools. If they show a certain reverence for fire, 
lightning or thunder, does that indicate a spirit of 
religion? Might these beliefs indicate that Bigfoot 
has a soul? 

Bigfoot has been reported throwing rocks, 
chipping stones, and using a primitive sort of crutch 
or cane. Anthropologists might decide that these 
items are Bigfoot's admission ticket into the family 
of man. 

Belgian zoologist Dr. Bernard Heuvelmans_ be- 
lieves that Bigfoot is descended from Gigantopithe- 
cus, a gigantic being who existed prior to modern 
man’s span on earth. A few giant teeth and a couple 
of jawbones have been found in the foothills of the 
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Himalayan mountains in northern India. I 
Heuvelmans has suggested that Bigfoot be given 
scientific name of Homo pongozdes, a new specie 
the human community. 
There is some evidence to show that Bigfoot m: 
have been around for several million years. Captai 
Joseph Walker was a western explorer and scout 
excellent reputation. The Walker river was nam 
after Captain Walker due to his many services 
the U.S. government. In the Eureka (Californi 
Daily Leader edition of February 14, 1879, is a st 
concerning a discovery made by the explorer. Cai 
tain Walker came to the newspaper office with 
slab of sandstone. 
The newspaper reported : 
“|, , on the surface of this slab of sandstone 
was imprinted the clear form of a gigantic foot-_ 
print, perfect except for the tip of the great 
toe. The footprint measured 141% inches from — 
the end of the heel to the tip of the toe and was 
6 inches across the ball of the foot. Captain 
Walker related how he had found the slab of 
sandstone formation under about 2 feet of 
sand,” } 
A ‘classic scientific controversy centered, arou 
fossilized “human” footprints that were found i 
Carson City, Nevada, in 1883. A report in 
American Journal of Science (3:26: 139-140, 188: 
by O.C. Marsh follows: 
if . During the past summer, various ac- 
counts have been published of the discovery of 
human foot-prints in the sandstone near Car- 
son, Nevada. The locality is in the yard of the 
State prison, and the tracks were uncovered in 
quarrying stone for building purposes. Many 
different kinds of tracks were found, some of 
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which were made by an animal allied to the 
elephant; some resembled those of the horse 
and deer; others were apparently made by a 
wolf. 

“The footprints occur in series, and are all 
nearly in the same horizon. Some of the smaller 
tracks are sharp and distinct, but most of the - 
impressions are indefinite in outline, owing ap- 
parently to the fact that the exact surface on 
which they were made is not usually exposed. 

“The supposéd human foot-prints are in six 
series, each with an alternate right and left 
tracks. The stride is from two and one-half to 
three feet in extent. The individual foot-prints 
are from eighteen to twenty inches in length, 
about eight inches wide. The distance between 
the line of the right hand and the left hand 
tracks, or the straddle, is eighteen to nineteen 
inches. 

9 . The size of these footprints, and es- 
pecially the width between the right and left 
series are strong evidence that they were not 
made by~men, as has been so generally sup- 
posed.” 

But, of course, Dr. Marsh had never heard of Big- 


{oot when he wrote his report. He decided the tracks 
were probably created by a large sloth. Another view 
of the prints was published by Joseph Le Conte in 
the May 12, 1888 issue of Nature magazine. He felt 
the greatest objection against the tracks being made 
ty humans was the straddle. He was also concerned 
about the absence of claw marks if they were im- 
pressed by a giant sloth. He wrote: 


“« 


. After careful examination for several 
days, the conclusion I came to was that the 
tracks were probably made by a large planti- 
grade quadruped, most likely a gigantic 
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ground-sloth, such as the Mylodon, which is 
found in the Quaternary, or the Morothenium, 
which is’found in the upper Pliocene of Nev- 
ada. The apparent singleness, the singular 
shape, and the large outward turn of the tracks 
I attribute to the imperfect tracking of the hind 
and fore-foot on the same side, while the ab- 
sence of clawmarks was the result of clogging of 
the feet with mud. 

“This view seems to me most probable, but 
many who have seen the tracks think them 


human, and I freely admit there is abundant 


room for honest difference of opinion. On any 

theory the tracks, are well worthy of scientific 

attention,” 

There is no knowledge of what happened to ¢ 
Carson City imprints. More prints in stone wei 
found in Kentucky and reported by E.A. Allen 
American Antiquarian (7;39, 1885). Allen wrote: 

“.... The following information was given 
to me by Prof. J.F. Brown, of Berea College, 

Ky., who personnally examined the locality. It 

may prove of some interest. Sixteen miles in an 

easterly direction from Berea, Ky., on what is 
known as Big Hill, in Jackson county, one of 

the spurs of the Cumberland Mountains, is a 

series of carboniferous sandstone on the very 

summit. A wagon road now crosses it, and in 
ancient times a trail crossed the hill in the same 
locality. Recent removal of debris, consisting of 
dirt and leaves, exposed a new section of this 
ledge, and showed very distinctly marked in the 
stones a series of tracks. Two of these are the 


tracks of a human being, good sized, toes well — 


spread, and very distinctly marked; and two re- 
semble the tracks of a horse of large size.” 
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Two large, human-like tracks in stone were dis- 
covered at Herculanum, Missouri, when an early 
pioneer was building a chimney. When the tracks 
were chipped out of their original rock, they were 
placed in the chimney as evidence that “something” 
had walked in ancient Missouri a million or so years 
ago. 

More recently, there have been many finds of 
human-like footprints in stone. Several discoveries 
have been made in Utah and Texas, indicating more 
research is needed into this mystery. Writing in the 
January, 1940, issue of the Scientific American, 
Albert Ingalls wrote: “ . . . If man, or even his ape 
ancestor, or even the ape’s ancestor's early 
mammalian ancestor, existed as far back as the Car- 
boniferous Period in any shape, then the whole 
science of geology. is so completely wrong that all 
geologists will resign their jobs and take up truck 
driving.” 

The Bigfoot phenomenon crosses over cultural 
and national boundaries. It has been with us in one 
guise or another since history was first written down. 
There are signs that official attitudes toward the 
mysterious creatures are changing. A handful of 
Russian scientists are actively investigating Bigfoot’s 
existence. In the U.S. and England, another handful 
of reputable scientists are looking at stories of Big- 
foot with an open, yet skeptical mind. 

The final chapter in the saga of Bigfoot cannot be 
far away. Groups of Bigfoot enthusiasts are 
searching the wilderness for evidence of his reality. 
Hopefully, cameras will be used to establish his iden- 
tity. When the gentle giant emerges from his anon- 
ymous wilderness life, we will have to revise our be- 
liefs about man’s history. Textbooks will be rewritten 
and the world will go on to seek the solution to 
other mysteries. 
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THE GENTLE GIANTS 
ARE ALIVE AND WELL 
IN THE WILDERNESS - 


If Sasquatch 7s purely legendary, the 
legend is likely to be a long time dyzng. 
On the other hand, if Sasquatch does 
exist, then with the Sasquatch hunts 
being mounted and the increasing 
human population it seems likely that 
some hard evidence may soon be in 
hand... 

U.S. ARMY CORPS 

OF ENGINEERS: 
Washington Environmental 
Atlas, 1975. 


One of the most startling aspects of the Bigf 
mystery is the wide spread geographical area connec 
with sightings. Traditionally, most of the historicg 
reports on Bigfoot came from the western states. Whi 
the creatures popped into the news headlines in th 
1950s, it was assumed that their habitat was 
mountain ranges of the western states. 

Within a short time, however, it appeared as if 
Bigfoot Central was sending these woodland creatu 
into every part of North America. A rash of sighting 
of the elusive creatures were reported in Briti 
Columbia, Michigan, other areas of the midwesteri 
United States, and the southland. It was almost as 
Bigfoot was being franchised to different locales b 
some celestial promoter. 

Bigfoot was also being seen in civilized areas. T 
woodland creatures may have discovered that life 
fairly easy on the fringes of civilization. A nocturni 
creature, they could remain hidden in some remot 
cave during the day-time hours. At night, they coul 
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venture out for food. The garbage left by picnickers 
would be a feast for a family of Bigfeet. 

Another reason for their migration, assuming that 
what they did, lies with our modernized farming 
wethods. Mechanical harvesting machines work 
‘ipidly and efficiently to harvest crops. The foodstuffs 
Welt in the fields by these devices would turn any 
jarmers field into a virtual Bigfoot paradise. The 
widdle part of North America would be a vast 
\aleteria for roving bands of these woodland giants. 

This quest for easy food may have led families of 
\\igfoot into the midwestern United States. A classic 
shting took place during the winter of 1969 when 
three hunters saw a huge, seven-foot hairy creature 
jrowlin about in a marshland near Fremont, 
Wisconsin. The sighting occurred at high noon on a 
clear day. It was the first of many midwestern sightings. 

Many people scoffed at reports of a hairy, ape-like 
‘eature prowling around the little town of Benton, 
Wisconsin recently. Residents of the town who saw the 
‘yeature provided detailed descriptions to the autho- 
‘ities. After several reports filtered through the com- 
wnunity, policeman Jerry Bottomly and Lafayette 
County Sheriff Kenneth Pratt scoured the area for the 
jalf-human intruder. 

Most of the Benton sightings took place west of town 
in the area that included a garbage dump. Apparently 
Bigfoot was feasting in the dump, hiding in the heavy 
yrowth of trees and underbrush that surrounded the 
area. It was an ideal spot for a scavenging family of 
sasquatch. 

Mrs. Claude Trickle of Benton told of her sighting 
one evening. “My son Dennis, and I drove around 
some time without seeing anything,” she informed 
newsmen, “We decided to return home. We pulled into 
farmyard to turn around about 9:30 p.m. As we 
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backed the car out of the driveway, I looked back an 
saw a big, light-colored thing standing about 30 fe 
away from the car. It was in an area along the timb 
line.” 

Jerry Adams, Jr., 14, also saw the creature. “I wi 
standing and watching the Trickle car turn around 
he related. “I saw the thing and it was solid fur rig] 
down to its feet. I took off out of there fast.” 

Mrs. Trickle said the creature was illuminated } 
a dim glow from the car’s taillights. 

“It looked like a husky, ape-like creature that stoo 
about six feet tall,” she said. “The thing stood wit 
its feet apart and its arms dangled down close to 
ground.” 

Dean Dixon, another resident of Benton, decidet 
the monster was a hoax. “It was probably set up b 
some practical joker,” he explained. “Last year 
were supposed to have had a kangaroo jumping aroun 
town. Now, we've got this monster. It’s impossible 
except I didn’t believe we’d ever see men walking o 
the moon.” 

After a few more sightings in the Benton region 
the monster vanished. He may have crossed the Mis 
sissippi river to the state of Iowa. Bigfoot sighting 
have occurred for the past several years along highwa 
52 south of Rochester, Minnesota. In UFO Break: 
through (Award Books, New York, 1969) author 
Brad Steiger and Joan Whritenour published the stor 
of one of the first sightings. : 

A college student was traveling the highway abou 
10 p.m. one evening when his automobile headlight 
picked up the form of someone crouching at the side 
of the road. The student pulled his car off onto the 
shoulder, thinking someone needed assistance. 

“It was then,” Steiger wrote, “that Bob saw that the 
‘person’ was hardly a member of the brotherhood of 
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san. The features were ape-like, the shoulders heavy, 
sod the creature loped up the steep embankment 
‘» the shelter of the woods as easily as if a stairway 
jad been carved into the rock.” 

Bob saw the Bigfoot had been kneeling over a dead 
jabbit. As he stopped to examine the rabbit, the 
student heard the Bigfoot give a sharp howl of protest. 
fhe unusual cry startled the already shaken young 
nan. He hastened back to his car and quickly drove 
away. 

Steiger said the young man was convinced the animal 
was neither wolf nor a bear. 

“The creature had been crouching over the rabbit 
jn a human-like manner,” said the student. “When 
| approached, the creature turned to look at me over 
\s shoulder. The head had a definite turning motion 
on the neck. A wolf or a bear cannot look over its 
shoulder without turning its body. Besides, the 
physiognomy was apelike, humanoid. It had well- 
developed buttocks and this is a distinctly human 
characteristic. This is why it should probably be 
described as a naked, hairy wild man.” 

There are also occasional reports of a primitive, 
man-like creature prowling through the isolated 
boondocks of Clinton and Jackson county, Iowa. This 
human-like prowler has been tagged the “Canton 
Creep;” sightings have been most numerous around 
that tiny Jackson county hamlet. The intruder has 
been described as about seven feet tall and having dark 
hair over most of its body. Farmers complained that 
someone — or something — was killing their chickens 
and livestock during midnight raids on their farm- 
steads. 

Jackson county sheriff Robert Lyons dismissed these 
reports of an ape-like monster prowling around the 
boundaries of his jurisdiction. “This is nothing but a 
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big farce,” he told a reporter from the Clinton (low 
Herald. “Someone just made up the story and its bee! 
built up into something big — but totally fictional. Ty 
not checking out any more of these reports.” 

Several young men and women in Maquoketa, Iow 
claimed to have seen a monster near Maquoketa Cave 
State Park. Another group of young people reporte 
an ape-like creature had been spotted roaming aroun 
in the Wapsi river bottoms in south Clinton count 
“We were parked out there alongside this swampy are 
one night,” a young man told reporters. “The thin 
slipped up right along the edge of our car. We glance 
out the window and there was this ape-like thi 
standing there, looking into the car. It almost scare 
the girls out of their wits. We got out of there just 
fast as possible.” 

A cabin owner along the Mississippi river neaj 
Clinton reported a wild midnight battle when a hair 
“something” came calling unexpedly. Bill Fulton an 
his wife were sipping cold beer and watching televisio 
when a loud pounding sounded on the front pore 
of their cabin. “I looked out the screen door and sav 
this huge, hairy thing standing there,” said Fulton, 
“It was partly obscured by the darkness but our livi 
room light illuminated a part of his body.” 

Fulton’s wife screamed. The creature on the pore 
made a growling sound, then reached out and pounde 
against the door. Fulton said later that the impressior 
he received was that the intruder was attempting 
enter his cabin. “I dashed across the room and grabbe 
an old double barrel .12 guage I keep loaded,” 
said. “I kept it hanging up on the wall because yo 
never know what might happen. I emptied both 
barrels right out the front door, blowing the scree 
door to smithereens. It must have been a gorilla of 
something because it really took off. It was the last 
thing you’d ever want in a cabin with you.” 
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While Fulton scurried around looking for more 
shells, his wife watched the creature run back into the 
woods. “It was gone by the time I got the shotgun 
jeloaded,” said Fulton. “We found a few drops of 
blood on the porch so I must have hit it. I didn’t 
appear to have stopped it, though. I checked all over 
that area the next day for some sign. Of course, the 
yun was loaded with some light bird shot so the blast 
may just have stung him a bit.” 

Fulton reported that he found several man-like 
footprints in a marshy area near his cabin the following 
morning. “Those prints were about fifteen inches 
long,” he said, “so you can imagine the size of that 
critter.” 

Last fall, the residents of the Turkey Creek area 
north of Lockridge, Iowa, claimed something was 
foaming about in their vicinity. Residents of the 
Jefferson county community described their encounters 
with something that was dark, hairy and had a simian 
face. Gloria Olson, a housewife, told newsmen she 
saw the creature early last year. “I know there’s some- 
thing out there running around,” she stated. “I was 
driving on a gravel road about a mile from our home. 
It was just before dark and I was driving past an old 
farmhouse that was deserted. That’s when I saw it. To 
me it looked like it had a monkey’s face and kind of 
had hair all over. I would say it was about four feet 
(all. I slowed up and couldn’t hardly believe my eyes. 
But I didn’t tarry too long there.” 

Around midnight on the night of June 23, 1973, a 
classic monster flap started in Murphysboro, Illinois. 
A young couple, Greg Cunningham and Jill Thomp- 
son, were parked near the Big Muddy river near an 
old boat ramp. The initial story in the Southern 
Illinois newspaper appeared the following day. It 
read: 
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‘onfronted with a hairy, eight-foot creature. After a 
jpngthy staring contest, startled teen-agers against a 
hagey creature, the strange being turned and amble 


joward the river. 
“hy now, the Murphysboro Monster hunt was in full 


jorce. Police Chief Toby Berger called out fourteen of 
\\s policemen to hunt for the creature. A local dog 
trainer, Jerry Nellis, was asked to assist. He brought 
) large German Sheperd dog, Rebel, to help track 
‘iown the monster. 

Reb quickly picked up the creature's scent. He led 
jhe pursuing officers to an abandoned farm on the 
jjullar property north of the river. However, the dog 
suddenly developed a cautious note when he came 
‘lose to the barn. Whining, he backed away from 
the scent. 

The dog’s owner, Jerry Nellis, was mystified by Reb’s 
yctions. He picked the German Sheperd up and shoved 
him into the dark doorway of the barn. The whining 
(log came crawling back outside on his belly. “There's 
something in that barn,” said a policeman. “I’ve seen 
old Reb on the trail. He wouldn't act like that unless 
he was really scared of something.” 

Police Chief Berger immediately called in reinforce- 
ments from surrounding towns. A dozen patrol cars 
raced through the night, screeching up to the deserted 
barn. Finally, the structure was surrounded and the 
police moved in. The barn was empty. 

Sightings continued during the next few days. The 
final appearance of the “Big Muddy critter” took 
place when a carnival came to town. After the show 
had closed down for the night, three carnival workers 
relaxed on one side of a large truck. A group of small 
carnival ponies were tied on the other side of the 
vehicle. 

Suddenly, the ponies began to jump about. They 
whinned, tugging to get loose from their ropes. The 
trio of carnival workers came around the truck and 
re saw a hairy, eight-foot creature standing erect in the 
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“BIG MUDDY ‘CRITTER’ SIGHTED A C 
MUDDY 7 . 


"Is there really a monster from the Big Muddy 
river? y 
Murphysboro police and Jackson coun’ 
authorities spent several hours early today 
trying to find out. 
“The answer is still awaited: 
“The physical facts includes: 
y “A couple parked near the boat launch area 
Just east of Riverside Park and they definitely 
saw something about midnight. 7 
Police found tracks near the scene. 4 
“Police heard unusual screams in the distance 
while checking the scene.” } 


The story described the creature as about “seve 
foot tall, mud-covered” and having “light-colo 
hair.” Patrolman Jimmy Nash was on the scene 
covering some large footprints in the mud. As h 
inspected the prints, Nash was startled by a lou 
sharp cry only a few feet away. “It was the mo 
incredible shriek I’ve ever heard,” he informe 
reporters. “It was right there in the bushes. It wasn 
a bobcat or a screech owl. We really hightailed out 6 
there.” ‘ 

Officer Nash returned to the area backed up wit 
several other policemen. They searched along 
river banks for quite some time, hoping to see 

critter.” 

After the story appeared in the local newspaper 
other residents came forward with information aboul 
their sightings. A four-year-old boy was playing in hi 
backyard catching fireflies. He was frightened when 4 
big figure popped up out of the darkness across 
fence. Moments later, a state trooper’s son and a teen 
aged girl saw something move in the shrubbery neai 
them. When they turned on a porch light they wer 


darkness. The intruder was calmly looking at th 
ponies. “That thing must have weighed a good foy 
hundred pounds,” one carnie told the police. 
After the police arrived, a complete search w 
made of the area. Nothing could be found. Howeve! 
after the police left one of the workers saw the “critte 
peering through some bushes. Once again, the shaggy 
intruder appeared interested in the ponies. 
With that final curious look at Murphysboro, th 
“critter” vanished. ¥ 
The Murphysboro “flap” was reminiscent of th 
Monroe county, Michigan creature that popped int 
the news in 1965. Teen-ager Christine Van Acker an 
her mother, Rose Owens, reported they were attacke 
by a great hairy “thing” after their car stalled o 
a lonely road. After their encounter with the creature, 
other residents of Monroe County reported seein 
something big, hairy and frightening moving abo' 
their homes. 
Within a couple of days, and esitmated 1,100 self. 
styled monster hunters came roaring into that area 
They were armed with bows, arrows, guns, pistols 
ropes and nets. Local lawmen worked overtime in 
their efforts to maintain order and, fortunately, no one 
was injured during the monster melee. Like hit 
brothers in other flaps, the girl-punching Michigan 
monster disappeared. } 
Another monster flap in the midwest centered on 
the town of Louisiana, Missouri and the famed 
“Momo” creature. With a population of 5,000 
residents, the. town lies 60 miles north of St. Louis. 
The first report on “Momo” appeared in Saga maga- 
zine with the comments from two St. Louis women who 
claimed to have seen “something” ape-like yet 
partially human in the woods. The two women were 
traveling through that part of Missouri and had stop- 
ped to picnic in a roadside area. 
Twos 


After that report a “Smelly Screamer” showed up in 
town. Two children, Terry and Doris Harrison, were 
walking on Star Hill, a steep hill overgrown with under- 
jwush in the middle of the town. They fled, later 
(lescribing the creature as “tall, covered with black 
\air and very smelly.” Be 

Following the Harrison sighting, other people living 
year the hill started to hear growls, screams and crash- 
\ng noises in the night. Most of the witnesses claimed 
the noise was preceded by a strong, foul odor. Resi- 
dents of the town started to become apprehensive when 
darkness fell, wondering if something would come 
after them during their sleep. : 

When the police failed to accept the reality of a 

smelly screamer” or “Momo” monster, a group of men 

formed a posse. Armed with shotguns and rifles about 
forty men stormed Star Hill one night. They planned 
to grab “Momo” once and for all. During their trek up 
the hill, someone yelled “He's coming.” Every man fled 
hack to the safety of the streets. 

As with other monster flaps, the town was invaded 
by throngs of gun-toting monster hunters. “This place 
is starting to look like an armed camp,” remarked a 
(leputy sheriff. “Everywhere you look there's a carload 
of men going by with a load of guns. They’re looking 
for instant fame by being the person to shoot down 
‘Momo.’ 

Finally, the police put Star Hill off limits. 

A posse of lawmen was formed and this group scour- 
ed the hill during daylight hours. They discovered a 
couple of young deer, several rabbits and some large 
paw prints of an unknown origin. After that, the 
“Momo” creature sort of drifted away. 

Some Bigfoot investigators in the midwest believe 
these creatures have left their natural habitat in caves. 
These hunters figure that Bigfoot is taking advantage 
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of low rent conditions in abandoned farm houses 
Periodically, reports come out about some sort 
hairy thing lurking about an old farm house. A classi 
case took place in 1971 when Bobby Ford, 25, move 
into an old farm house outside of Fouke, Arkansas. 

Ford said that he encountered a massive, hairy red 
eyed monster after he moved into the house. “Thi 
thing was about six feet tall,” he reported. “It rai 
on its hind legs and had black hair all over its body.” 

Whatever he saw, Bobby Ford was not about t 
stand around and develop a lasting relationship. 
ran through the front door of the house — withou 
opening its “What was it?” asked a law officer. “Wi 
were not sure. But when we checked things out we 
discovered something had been living under the hous 
when Ford moved in.” 

A farmer near the old house claimed that his li 
stock was being bothered by a creature with simia 
features. “I was out in the pasture one evening jus 
about dusk,” said the farmer. “I heard somethin 
moving around in the brush. The noise was behing 
me and, when I turned around, this ‘thing was starin 
directly at me.” He said the prowler was about six a 
one-half to seven feet tall, that it was “apelike” ij 
appearance: 

“It sure wasn’t the sort of thing you’d want to stie 
around with in the dark,” said the witness. “I 
close enough so I know it wasn’t some joker in a gori 
suit. I estimate it wasn’t more than than ten fei 
away from me. I got a good look at it. Then I jumpe 
into my pick-up and got out of there. I'didn’t want tht 
thing getting to curious about me.” ‘ 

A hastily formed band of hunters attempted to trad 
down the creature. Armed with the usual assortment! 
of firearms, they hoped their dogs would pick up th 
trail. “I've been out there several times and my dog 
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didnt pick up any scent,” a veteran hunter told news- 
men. “Some people say the thing moves so fast that 
\t couldn’t be a bear. I had by best hound out for a 
whole day but he didn’t pick up anything.” 

Brambelett Bateman, age 74, wasn’t sure what 
he saw swimming in the White River of Arkansas 
one morning. Bateman told newsmen that he was by 
the river that morning when he heard something 
‘plashing and threshing in the water. 

“I looked over and saw the water swirling and twist- 
(ing around,” said Bateman. “And that — well, 
whatever it was, well, it was alive. It was also large 
enough to measure about the full length of a Buick 
wutomobile. I figure that thing had to weigh a ton 
because it was sure awful big.” 

Periodically, there are reports along the White River 
ubout a Bigfoot type creature. After Bateman’s sight- 
ing, lawmen and curious citizens started a watch for 
the unusual swimmer. Although reports come in from 
startled citizens, the swimming Bigfoot of White River 
has eluded his pursuers. 

A few years ago, the citizens of Lawton, Oklahoma 
were terrorized by a mysterious “wolfman” who came 
wandering into their community. The thing was seen 
on numerous occasions by reputable witnesses. There 
were four separate sightings on two successive nights. 

Donald Childs, 35, suffered a heart attack after he 
saw the creature in his front yard. The prowler was 
bent down on his hands and knees sipping water from 
4 fish pond in Childs’ front yard. 

“The thing was tall and indescribable,” said Childs. 
There was a lot of hair all over its face.” 

The first sighting took place when a man informed 
police that “something like an ape in pants” was run- 
ning down a street. He said the creature (or prankster) 

had run across a street, dodging cars. It disappeared 
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into a group of bushes. Henry Ezell, a Lawton 
officer, said a second sighting of the weird wolfn 
took place a half hour later. “A man saw the 
when he opened his window curtains about 11:15 th 
night,” Ezell said. “He thought it was a prank becai 
the thing was sitting on his porch railing.” 

The startled man quickly forgot about sleep. 
described the being as appearing to be either an 
or a large monkey. “He thought it was a joke until 
thing turned around and looked at him,” said offie 
Ezell. “Then it suddenly leaped off the second fl 
porch railing and down onto the ground. That's a 
of about seventeen feet.” 

"The monster then scampered away on all fours. 

“The witness claimed that the thing wore a pail 
pants which covered its legs down to the knees,” 
Ezell. “He said it had a terribly distorted face, w 
looked as if the creature had been in a fire. There 
hair all over the upper part of the body and also 
the lower legs below the pants.” 

Sixteen people have made reports on Bigfoot si 
ings in Montana during the past three years. 
of the encounters have taken place near the cities 
Great Falls or Helena, a rolling terrain of farms an 
ranchland. Several of the witnesses were given 
detector tests by Cascade County Deputy Sheriff 
Sand, a certified polygraph operator. 

“I'm convinced that these people are seeing soi 
thing,” said deputy Sand. “My test results show the 
telling the truth.” 

Although the Bigfoot have been described as 8 to 
feet tall, weighing 300 to 500 pounds, none 
acted in a hostile manner. 

“One witness fired a shot at the creature he sa 
said deputy Sand. “We're asking that people not 
at them. Rather that guns, we suggest that they use 
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samera. If possible, we would like to capture one so. 
that it could be studied.” ; 

(his past February 2, Leonard Hegele, 29, and his 
wife, both of Helena, were driving along a highway. 
(hey were startled to se a trio of hairy creatures about 
eight feet in height. The frightened motorist made 
4 report to the Cascade County Sheriff's Department. 
‘He sounded upset and was excited,” said Captain 
Keith Wolverton, who investigated the incident. He 
ssid the creatures made a wailing sound. His report 
matches those given by the witnesses who passed our 
lie detector tests.” i 

[wo young women may have seen the same trio of 
shaggy Bigfeet. “They were about 15 miles northwest 
of Great Falls,” said Captain Wolverton. “They said 
the three creatures were about eight feet tall. They. 
fame out of some brush and walked into an open 
field. One of the women fired a rifle shot from about 
150 yards away. The shot went over the creatures’ 
heads and all three hurried back into the brush. 
We're convinced the women are telling the truth. They 
passed a lie detector test but asked that we not identify 
them.” 

Another Montana spotter is sixteen-year-old Robert 
Lea of East Helena. He was checking the landscape 
with a pair of binoculars when he saw a pair of hairy 
Bigfeet that “was almost as tall as an eleven foot 
haystack.” 

“The taller one was walking in an upright position,” 
Lea told newsmen. “He seemed to’ sense that I was 
watching. There were no lights on inside the house, 
but the creature walked over to my bedroom window 
and saw me.” Lea said the two creatures were only 
about 150 feet from his.room when he spotted them. 

The sighting took place about dawn and Lea 
obtained a good view of the bigfoot when it was outside 
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his window. He said the manimal had a flat 
slanted forehead, a protruding jaw and gleaming v 
teeth. “His eyes and head were constantly movi 
the youth reported. “It was very alert, not at all li 
man. It was totally covered with hair except fi 
coe grayish-colored skin on its face, hands 
eet. 

_Lea said he became so frightened that he ran 
his parents’ bedroon. “We went outside later 
found footprints in the field,” said Lea. “They 
7 1/2 inches long and about 7 inches wide. W. 
impressed me was the creature's stride of from six 
seven feet. The footprints also showed the creature 
three very distinct toes.” 

Captain Wolverton reported that Robert Lea mé 
a cast of the Bigfoot prints. “We didn’t ask Lea 
take a lie detector test,” said Captain Wolverton. “ 


Captain Wolverton and his associates in 

County Sheriff's Department should be te 
for their handling of Bigfoot reports. Too often 
officers ridicule witnesses who make a report on Bigf 
sightings. With modern polygraphy tests available 
establish a witnesses credibility, we may yet establ 
the existence of Bigfoot without serious injury to 
creature. 
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NIGFOOT WITH A SOUTHERN DRAWL 


A gigantic man of the woods has been 
discovered in Green county, Arkansas, and 
a party has been organized to endeavor to 
catch him. When last seen he was pursuing 
a here of cattle, who were flying in a great 
state of alarm, as of pursued by a dreaded 
enemy. On seeing the party who discovered 
him he looked at them deliberately for a 
short time, turned, and ran away with great 
speed, leaping from twelve to fourteen feet 
at a time. His footprints measured thirteen 
inches each. He was of gigantic structure, 
the body being covered with hair, and the 
head with long locks that fairly enveloped 
hes neck and shoulders. 

NEW ORLEANS TIMES-PICAYUNE; 
July 6, 1851. 


I'he report from the New Orleans newspaper is one 
of the first historical mentions of a creature like Bigfoot 
\) the southern United States. Steve Kosehe, Shafts- 
bury, Massachusetts, discovered the item. The story 
was apparently a sensational item in those days. It was 
printed in several southern newspapers. One follow-up 
story indicated an expedition had been outfitted. The 
group planned to track down the hairy wild man; we 
have no record to date of their success. 

Since that time, there have been numerous reports 
of giant hairy creatures in the southern United States. 
lhey are known in modern Florida as the “swamp 
skunk” or “swamp monsters.” In early Tennessee, 
4 couple of old pioneer Journals referred to something 
called the “grizzly man.” Tales of “Wild men of the 
Woods” were also mentioned in folklore in the south- 
eastern and southwestern states. 
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Several truck drivers on the Florida-to-New — 
vegetable run claimed to have seen the Florida v 
of Bigfoot. One of these sightings took place ona 
July evening a few years ago on a highway nor 


Tampa, Florida. The report was sent to me and 1 


published in Strange Abominable Snowmen (Po) 
Library paperbacks; New York 1970). A truck d: 
from Omaha, Nebraska, was pale and shaken 


his experience, reporting he had been attacked by 


angry Frankenstein-like creature. 

James Parkerton is an experienced over-the- 
truck driver. An independent trucker who owns 
own rig, Parkerton is one of the last truly indepen 
Americans. “I go where my loads take me,” he 
“In the course of a few months, I’ll be in most s' 
in the east and midwest. Ordinarily, I like to hit 
northern tier of states in the summer. The weat 
isn’t so hot. But, back in 1969, I decided to ha 
load of vegetables out of Florida.” 

Parkerton was driving south on interstate high 
75 sometime after midnight when he became tired 
was going down there for the pick-up on the load,’ 
related. “I was running ahead of schedule and di 
have to be at the wholesalers until the next aftern 
A little ways past the Brookville turn-off, I decide 
pull off and sleep. I maneuvered the truck off 
interstate and onto a small highway. I found a 
where I could park the truck. It was a warm, hu 
night and the truck engine was putting out a lot 
heat. I got parked, then opened the passenger di 
took off my shoes and started to relax.” 

Suddenly Parkerton’s rest was interrupted by cru 
ing footsteps on the gravel walk beside his truck. 

“Fortunately, I reached over:and snapped on my 


lights,” said the trucker. “I thought that a state patre 


man might have pulled up behind me.” 
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"I started to raise up off the seat,” continued 


Parkerton, “when I saw this thing come up to open 
the door of the truck cab. I now know how these 
writers get their ideas for the scary movies or television 
shows. This thing was tall, covered with darkish hair, 
snd it stuck its face right into the cab, When the thing 


lpaned in like that, I felt its body pushing against my 
feet. That's how close we were.” 

lhe truck driver reported the creature appeared to 
he a mixture of man and ape. “You got to remember 
that the dome light wasn’t too bright,” he said. “But 
there was enough light to see that the features of the 
face were pushed in a little bit, sort of like a gorilla or 
» bull-dog. I thought that someone was trying to 
frighten me, you know, a guy dressed up ina monkey 
suit or something. I didn’t have much time for think- 
ing because the thing’s two hands grabbed my legs. It 
slarted pulling me out of the truck. I fell off the seat 
and my head really bounced against the gear shift as 
| was dragged out.” 

Parken recalls that he screamed with terror. He 
was desperate, clawing and pummeling his fists against 
the creature's body. “My blows didn’t seem to have 
ny effect,” he indicated. “I was dragged out of the 
cab and the thing sort of tucked me under its arm 
like I was a rag doll. I can remember that it didn’t 
seem to have a hip like a human. I mean, a human 
would have sort of tucked me on top of a hip then held 
me against the body with their arm. But this thing sort 
of just held me against its side in the crook of that big 
hairy arm. Once, I almost slipped out of his grasp. 
That's when it reached over and sort of re-arranged 
me. My head was shoved down into that fur, hair or 
whatever you want to call it. I almost gagged from the 
stench. The smell was awful.” 
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The creature paid little attention to the stru 
truck driver. “With me tucked under his arm 
walked around to the front of the truck and 
there looking at the parking lights,” said Parke 
“He sort of moved around in front of the lights 
inspected me. I had the crazy feeling that he 
wondering whether to keep me or throw me away. 

Parkerton is five feet, eleven inches in height 
weighed two hundred and eight pounds. 

“That thing was handling me like I was nothi 
he maintained. “I knew that I was in for some real 
trouble if this thing dragged me off. Actually, I di 
know at that time what he wanted with me. I 
don’t know. But, I sure wanted to get away 
there.” 

The creature turned as if to move away from 
truck, 

“I kicked out with my feet against the side of 
truck,” recalled Parkerton. “I’ve never pushed 
hard before in my life. The pressure of my feet Pp 
ing back against the truck threw it off balance. I 
feel him weaving, stumbling around a bit there in 
gravel. It was fighting to maintain balance. 
those big arms opened and I was dropped down 
the ground.” > 

Rolling, crawling and then running, Parke 
headed for the cab of his truck. “He wasn’t far be 
me,” the trucker related. “But, he must have taki 

moment to regain his balance. I had time to get b: 
in the truck and slam the door. Thank God! He di 
know a window could be broken. I rolled up the 
dows and hit the door locks. I was really leaning 
my ignition key to get the truck started.” 


Parkerton said the creature was pounding against 
‘he truck cab when the engine roared to life. “In my 
»scitement to reach the gear shift, I hit the horn but- 
ton,” the trucker went on. “The thing went straight 
\p in the air when the horn sounded. When he came 
Jown, he took off running. There was a field near 
where I'd parked. There were a few trees in it. When I 
sow it was frightened, I hit those air horns a couple 
wore times. Believe me, he didn’t even look back for 
» instant but kept going until he disappeared into 
the trees.” 

Parkerton lit a cigarette to calm his nerves. He 
‘yove back onto Interstate 75 and drove at top speed 
until he reached a truck stop on the highway. 

“I couldn’t even think straight or talk right,” he 
said. “I got some coffee and, believe me, I was shaking 
»» much that I spilled some of it on the counter. I 
‘jayed right there in that restaurant until daylight. I 
‘old some of the people in there about what had hap- 
pened. They acted like I had just escaped from the 
lunny farm. I called the police department in Tampa. 
{hey said it wasn’t their problem. The policeman on 
the phone said some other people had seen this thing, 
that it was probably a gorilla or monkey that escaped 
from a circus. He said he’d refer my report to the 
state patrolmen in the area.” ‘ 

Should we believe James Parkerton’s account? After 
‘eceiving his report, I called the authorities in Florida. 

(he public information officer for the Tampa Police 
Department was unable to help me. “Sometimes the 
men on the desk will put a report like that down on 
their books,” he exclaimed. “At other times, they'll 
just forget about it.” 

“But a person might be telling the truth,” I said. 
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“Look, we have all kinds of people calling 
the officer announced. “There's a lot of crazy peop 
in the world who have some weird ideas about wh 
happens to them.” 

After the publication of his report, James Parke 
called one evening. He was hauling a load on an inté 
state highway going past my home town. He stoppt 
by and we discussed the sighting for several hours. 
that time, Parkerton indicated his willingness to 
dergo a lie detector test. “I know this sounds like som 

.thing out of the comic books,” he admitted. “But, 
happened and that’s it. I get a lot of time to thil 
when I’m driving my rig. 1 keep wondering what t 
thing was because it was too much like a person to | 
a gorilla. I stopped over one day:in Chicago and wel 
to the zoo. What they have there are gorillas — 
gorillas — and they didn’t look anything like thi 
thing down in Florida.” 

Since our original meetings, James Parkerton 
developed into a Bigfoot enthusiast. During his tra 
he talks with other truck drivers. “A trucker gets 
over the country,” he explained. “I get a conversati 
started with someone, then ask if they've spotted an} 

_ thing unusual along the way. Quite a few of th 
have seen something at one time or another. T! 
usually describe it as a big man in the field wearing 
fur coat.” 

Are there any patterns to Parkerton’s reports? 

“There's several spots where you find people seeii 
things,” he announced. “One is down in southel 
Illinois, another is Florida. I found out they call t 
thing a ‘swamp monster’ or ‘swamp ape’ down the 
A lot of people have seen it.” 


Generally, most encounters with these mysterious 
hairy bipeds indicate they are gentle giants. However, 
the southern variety appears to be a bit more aggres- 
sive. Or, they may simply be interested in trucks. . 

Parkerton’s research led me to another driver, Ray 
airman, who also hauls fruits and vegetables out of 
Florida to the northern markets. “It was big and hairy 
and looked like a cross between an ape and a man,” 
is the way Fairman described his encounter with the 
swamp ape in the Florida Everglades. “It came right 
out of the darkness and tried to get in my truck.” 

Fairman was driving along highway 27 a few miles 
south of Belle Glade, Florida. “I was planning to visit 
4 friend who has a cabin down there on the lake,” 
he related. “I was moving along at a pretty good clip. 
lraffic was light that night. I had turned the radio off 
because I was tired of listening to it.” 

Fairman’s lights picked up a figure walking along 
the road side. 

“I figured it was a ‘hitch-hiker or somebody in 
trouble,” he reported. “I braked the truck down to a 
stop, leaned over and opened the passenger door. I 
sat there waiting for the guy to run up to the truck.” 

Fairman reported he waited longer than expected. 
“I leaned out of the truck and yelled for the guy to 
hurry up,” he recalled. 

His reply was a high-pitched growl. 

“That sound didn’t sound like anything human,” 
Fairman said. “And if it was human, I didn’t want 
anything to do with them. I also caught a whiff of a 
really bad smell. Just a big, smelly miserable stench. 
| knew there was something wrong so I leaned over to 
slam the door. The smell was really bad then, like 
something had died and been decaying for a few 
weeks.” 
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As he reached for the door handle, Fairma n 
ported a terrifying figure loomed up in the doory 
to his truck cab. “It is pretty hard to describe | 
said the trucker. “It was a cross between a man a} 
an ape, but the face was real human-like. The ¢ i 
must have been about eight feet in height and 
body was covered with dark hair. I almost faint 
when this thing stepped up on the running board 
my truck. It had its head cocked to the side a little b 
almost as if it was curious. The thing almost scar 
me to death because it wasn’t like anything I’ve e 
seen — before or since that time.” q 

Fairman suddenly realized that this hairy hite 
hiker was leaning forward, as if to get into the cab 
the truck. 

“Jesus! I didn’t know what to do. Chrissakes! \ 
thing was going to get into the truck with me,” I 
related. “The last thing I wanted was that kind 
hitch-hiker. When he looked like he was coming i 
bailed out on the driver's side. I took off running li} 
the devil himself was behind me. I must have gone 
couple of hundred yards when I stopped to look bael 
The thing was clamoring down out of the truck. | 
sort of walked toward the front of the truck, alon 
the edge of the highway, then walked back into th 
swamp. Walking back to my truck was the longest 
most lonesome two hundred yards I'll ever walk in m 
lifetime. If a bird had chirped, I’d have gone ten fe 
straight up into the air.” 

The frightened trucker approached his vehic 
cautiously. There was no sign of the creature around 
“I was afraid there might have been two of them o 
something,” said Fairman. “I jumped back up in thi 
cab. I locked both doors and got that truck -moving 
out of there. I can still remember how bad the smell 
was in the cab. The stench was awful. I had to roll 
down my windows to air the place out. After a while, 
the smell started disappearing.” 
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the Parkerton and Fairman encounters are just two 
/ many encounters with Florida’s frightening Bigfoot- 
‘he creature. Some time ago, reports of sightings began 
+) pour into the offices of the Florida State Patrol. 
Hather than use highway patrol to conduct a search 
jy the elusive creature, the state asked rabies control 
‘licer Henry King of Broward County to conduct an 
Hwestigation, , 

After a week of looking for the creature I saw this 
‘ing around midnight,” Ring informed newsmen. 
{| was crossing the road in an area of brush around 
‘en miles west of Ft. Lauderdale. I simply wanted to 
‘onfirm the reports of the creature’s presence — which 
tidid.” i 

Ring indicated the creature walked with the gait of 
#0 ape. Its long hairy arms dangled down almost to 
‘he ground. “But it somehow stood up much straighter 
‘han an ape,” Ring told the reporters. : 

Another sighting of the Florida “swamp ape took 
place after the Ring incident. The site was an isolated 
wea of Florida’s Big Cypress Swamp. H.C. “Buzz 
Osborn led a group of five men into the swamp in 
search of Indian relics. The group was composed of 
smateur archaeologists. Osborn was then president of 
the Florida Peninsula Archaeological Society and a 
(lirector of the Miami Museum of Science. 

“It was about three o'clock in the morning when one 
of our group was awakened by a noise outside of his 
tent,” Osborn stated to newsmen. “He described the 
sound as like an elephant stumbling through the brush. 
When he got up, this creature was standing near his 
tent.” 

The cries of the frightened man awakened Osborn. 
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“I rolled out-and, at first glance, the creature loo 
like a large man with short whiskers,” Osborn §; 
“Then, I noticed the creature did not have a n 
Its body was also covered with hair.” 
Fortunately for the campers, the entity turned 
walked back into the swamp. Osborn and his p 
reported that a terrible smell lingered for some 
around their campsite. Footprints were found the 
lowing morning. Upon examination, the prints ¥ 
measured out at eighteen inches in length, eleven j 
one-half inches wide. The group estimated their 
turnal visitor was about seven feet in height, tha 
weighed at least seven hundred pounds. 
Some time later, the residents of Holopaw, Flo: 
bolted their doors, oiled their guns and stayed ind 
after sundown. This was due to an invasion b 
southern version of bigfoot. The creature was tag} 
the “abominable sandman” by Florida newsmen 
“that awful creature” by eyewitnesses. F 
Something described: as “... about five feet 
. + covered with hair . . . twice as broad as a 
and walking upright on two legs” raided garbage ¢ 
invaded yards and homes, frightened dogs and se 
livestock. When the tiny community settled down 
this bizarre invasion, no one was certain whether 
uninvited visitor was a bear, an escaped gorilla, 
as many insisted, a real live midget Bigfoot. 
Two young deer hunters first sighted the hg 
creature. They took steady aim and fired their hij 
powered rifles at the being. The creature roared Ww 
pain and scrambled away into the brush. The 
young men followed the trail of blood into the bru 
At that spot, they were almost surrounded by del 
Florida vegetation. Suddenly, they heard a series 
angry growls. These sounds sent the hunters scurry} 
in the opposite direction. 
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Shortly after that, the “abominable sandman” in- 
vided a garage, making a frightening amount of 
jwise as he prowled through the tools and jars stored 
‘here. The alarmed homeowner rushed to investigate, 
then retreated quickly when the growling, hair- 
covered “burglar” threw a tire tube in his direction. 

From these initial sightings, stories about the gro- 
\esque “sandman” mushroomed each day. The hairy 
\\ttle fellow was here, dining out of a garbage can, 
\rightening a group of children. He was there, break- 
ing down a fence and stampeding a herd of dairy 
rattle. He was everywhere, growling at dogs, peering 
through the windows of homes, chasing a housewife 
who was hanging clothes in her yard. The “sandman” 
\urked behind every tree. His footsteps could be heard 
\n any dark spot. Children lay in their beds at night— 
listening! Was it the wind? The rustle of a tree limb 
against their home? Or, was the dreaded sandman 
coming out of the darkness like a fairy tale horror to 
carry them off to some evil destiny? 

Despite the blizzard of reports from citizens, 
Vlorida’s law enforcement officers discounted many 
of the stories. They checked their lists and discovered 
no reports of escaped gorillas, chimps or other animals. 
he frightened people who claimed to have en- 
countered the creature were not reassured. 

The creature eventually vanished from Osceola 
County, but not before a ranchhand, Max Atwell, 
had a face-to-face encounter with him. It was in the 
autumn of 1966 and Atwell was sitting in his pick-up 
truck waiting for a herd of cattle to come down to a 
fence gate. 

“Suddenly, I heard a growling noise and this thing 
came scrambling up out of a patch of weeds,” Atwell 
told newsmen. “It ran directly toward my pick-up 
truck. I started trembling because I'd never seen 
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jwir. It sort of hung down across a part of the fore- 
head, like a hippie might have long hair falling down 
over his eyes. It wasn’t human as we think of a person. 
Hut it wasn’t a wild animal.” 

Eventually, the “abominable sandman” vanished 
from Holopaw, Florida. Shortly afterward, there were 
4 series of sightings in other communities in that re- 
yion. Each year, a dozen or more sightings are re- 
ported by frightened people who see “something in 
the swamps.” 

Author Brad Steiger has written about an interesting 
southern sighting that took place when William and 
James Cagle were driving from their home in Okla- 
oma toward Marietta; Georgia. They braked their 
truck to negotiate a sharp turn near Winona, Mis- 
‘ssippi. As their vehicle slowed down, a huge figure 
jushed down a slope toward the truck, 

“When my headlights picked him up he was on our 
left side,” reported James Cagle. “He was aggressive, 
wngry and ready to attack. Personally, I don’t think 
lie was angry at me or my brother. When I was out 
in California I heard these things don’t like noise. He 
may have have wanted to destroy my truck because 
the sound might have disturbed his sensitive ears. 

“The creature was no more than 20 feet away from 
is when we slowed down to seven or eight miles an 
jour,” James Cagle continued. “The face looked like 
# mixture of a gorilla and a human. The arms and 
legs were very large. The chest was at least three feet 
thick. His eyes glowed in the dark and did not seem 
to have pupils. 

“It looked us over, then slowly raised an arm like the 
Indians do when they greet someone,” said Cagle. “I 
fad seen all that I wanted. I floorboarded the gas 
pedal.and we moved out of there.” 


anything like it before. I'd heard the stories abo 
something being loose in the county. I just put th 
down to a lot of women and kids getting excited,” "4 
atwell described the creature as being an “a 
man.’ } 
“It came up right to the side of the truck,” he sa 
“It looked right through the window at me, ma 
sort of low guttural growl. I must have been paral 
because my mind was sort of blanked out. Then 
started working again and I remembered I was sitt 
in the pick-up. I started the engine and just back 
away. When I got out to the road I floor-boardi 
that truck, buddy, until I got home. I must have b 
doing 90 miles an hour on my way home.” 
Ashen-faced and shaken, Atwell reported he 
turned to the spot, armed with a shotgun. “The 
ture had disappeared,” he related. “There was 
any sign that it had ever been there. I found the cat 
down by the fence, so I took care of them. But I 
sure watching everything out of the edges of my eye 
Atwell said the creature he met was “five and a h 
to six feet in height.” He refused to try and estim) 
weight. “I was too shocked to really know about tha 
he said. “But I’ve been going over things in my min 
Our faces were only a few inches apart when he look 
through the window. That was not a gorilla. It } 
more like a combination of human and a gorilla. 
apeman.” 
Still later, Atwell wrote out his impressions off 
so-called apeman. 
“It was more human in appearance than I fi 
realized,” he stated. “There was a small, sort of blu 
nose. The head was larger than on an average h 
There was hair around the face, but the cheeks, mo 
and a portion of the forehead wasn’t covered with t 
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Like many others, James Cagle is convinced t 
America’s Bigfoot is scattered around the coun 
today. “They seem to hate noise so they may not co! 
too close to cities,” he speculated. “I do know that 
-38 or .45 bullet is going to stop the one we saw. A 
way, they should not be killed except in self-defe 
“Tm positive they are part human and probably 
as much of an animal as we might think.” 

Another Dixie sighting took place several years a 
when Brenda Ann Adkins drove up on Montea 
mountain, north of Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
young woman was then nineteen years old, a pho! 
graphy enthusiast and interested in capturing wi 
flowers on film. “It was a really fine spring day and 
left my camera in my parked car,” said Miss Adki 
“I wanted to scout the area a bit to find some real 
good flowers. I saw some nice violets along a cliff ai 
was walking near the edge to see if they were wo! 
photographing. I was starting out over the cli 
admiring the scenery, when there was a noise in ¢ 
woods behind me. About that same moment I beca’ 
aware of a nauseating odor, really powerful, like so 
thing had died.” 

Miss Adkins turned and saw a hairy Bigfoot-I 
creature walk out of the woods and amble toward 
“I was absolutely frozen with terror because it was 
least seven foot tall,” she informed news reporte! 
“Weight? I'd guess he had to weigh several hund 
pounds. I'll never forget the sight of his huge chi 
big arms and legs. His body was a mixture of mos 
human characteristics, although there was a darki 
hair over most of his torso and limbs. The hair 
reddish in color, not quite black. His face was mi 
human than ape, but there was a definite anim; 
look to it.” 
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Like the scenario in some old movie serial, our eye- 
witness was trapped on the edge of the cliff. The 
Bigfoot creature was between her and her automobile. 

“T had nightmares about that meeting for several 
weeks,” recalled Miss Adkins recently. “He seemed to 
be angry about something. He made a definite growl- 
ing noise. I thought he was going to push me off the 
cliff or something like that. Then, he stopped about 
six feet from where I stood. Like a little child, he sort 
of cocked his head in a quizzical way and stared at 
me. he studied me for a few moments, not making any 
noise and not threatening me. He seemed curious. 
hen his mouth seemed to spread a bit — maybe it 
was a smile — and he turned and walked back off 
into the brush.” 

The young woman rushed to her car, drove to the 
little town of Monteagle atop the mountain. After re- 
yaining her senses, she asked a man if there was some 
sort of “wild man” in the woods around there. “I told 
him my story and he listened without laughing,” she 
said. “I finished and he said it was probably a black 
bear. I don’t know why, but I agreed with him at the 
time. I suppose I didn’t want to start arguing about 
what I had actually seen.” 

After this encounter, Miss Adkins has returned to 
the mountain on numerous occasions with her camera. 
“I even bought a telephoto lens,” she said. “But I’ve 
never seen any sign of the big guy. I usually have my 
dad or a boy friend join me. They carry a gun, but 
1 don’t think the fellow is mean.” 

I interviewed Miss Adkins during a trip to Chat- 
tanooga. Since then, we have corresponded regularly 
on her research into possible Bigfeet in the hills of 

lennessee. “I’ve become a real enthusiast,” she said 
recently while I was in Tennessee. “Looking back, I 
had the spit scared out of me. But other than growling 
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at me the creature never made any effort to harm m 
I think there's a tribe of gentle giants living back the 
in the hills. Maybe not a tribe, but at least a famil 
We have to identify them, get some protective legi 
lation passed, and see that they're not shot down.” 

Another Tennessee sighting took place on the nigl 
of September 24, 1959, when an unusual pro 
peeped into the windows of the Earl Taylor home & 
Clapps Chalep road, Knox County. Mr. Taylor 
formed sheriff's deputies that a “hulking thing, abo 
ten feet tall” peered into his windows. The Bigf 
appearing creature vanished when Taylor dashed o 
side and checked the porch. 

The alarmed homeowner called a neighbor, J 
Rosenbaum, to help watch for the strange peeper. 
two men sat in Taylor's yard for some time. Sudde 
a shadowy form loomed up out of the darkness a 
slammed against a parked automobile. 

The two men ran toward the driveway. 

“I don’t think the thing was human,” comment 
John Rosenbaum. “It was moving too fast to be a pi 
son. I fired two shotgun blasts at it from a distance 
about fifty feet. I can’t say whether I hit it or not.” 

There were no further reports of peepers arour 
the Taylor home. 

Whenever a Bigfoot sighting is reported to southel 
police officials, they start talking about escaped gor 
las. This tired alibi for unusual sightings has wo 
thin. If all the so-called escaped gorillas were lined ¥ 
in a single row, we could stretch them half-way acre 
the average state. The authorities seem to think tha 
every little carnival or circus has a couple of gorilla 
They are held in rickety cages, attended by stup 
keepers, and, of course, ready to escape at the fi 
opportunity. Once these clever gorillas escape, thei 
owners never make a report to the police. They s 


back and let a very valuable animal head for th 
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lHE MAURADING “MOUTH MEN” OF MALAYSIA 


Belief — or disbelief — will come to 
you from another direction. Next week, 
next month, or next year you will be driv- 
ing along a deserted country road late 
at night and as you round a bend you will 
suddenly see... 

JOHN KEEL; Strange Creatures from 
Time and Space 


The moon and stars had vanished from the sky on 
4 dark September night as a sentry paced off his 
(lutiful march in the southern jungles of Malaysia. 
Swirls of thick jungle fog purled at the soldier’s body 
ss he whistled nervously to dispel his growing fear. 
here were always sounds in the jungle at night and, 
\o his credit, the sentry was seldom disturbed. But 
this night was different from his usual nocturnal 
fluties. A shroud of silence had fallen over the 
world, It was an unnerving quiet undisturbed by 
the call of jungle creatures. It was as if every living 
thing within a radius of several miles had decided 
to depart for a safer place. 

Suddenly, a loud thrashing noise ripped through 
the foggy darkness. The startled soldier suppressed 
an impulse to run back to his barracks. Trembling, 
he slipped off the safety device on his rifle. He 
slammed a bullet into the firing chamber of the 
weapon. Still shistling lowly, the sentry snapped on 
his flashlight and timidly followed the bright beam 
toward the source of the disturbance. 

Without warning, a dark and frightening form 
loomed up out of the dark night. The huge, omi- 
nous figure moved menacingly toward the soldier. 
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The sentry screamed as images of nightmarish 
ures leaped into his mind. He dropped his flashli 
brought his rifle up and pulled the trigger. Bulk 
spurted out the barrel of the automatic weap 
More than a hundred soldiers heard the gunfire at 
roused themselves from sleep. They poured out } 
their barracks, convinced that their isolated out 
was under attack by some unknown enemy. Wit 
moments, several other sentries were rushing to 
lonely soldier’s aid. 

After the post returned to a degree of normal 
the commanding officer interrogated the frighte’ 
sentry. An experienced military leader, according 
news reports, the commander was astonished by 
sentry’s story. 

“You say a monster attacked you?” said the co 
mander, eyeing the soldier with a dubious ‘exp 
sion. 

The trembling soldier nodded his agreement. 

‘Tt almost frightened me to death,” he said in 
quavering voice. “It was dark out there tonig 
Then the jungle became very still. Stiller than I 
ever heard it. I felt something was wrong. But th 
seemed no cause for alarm. Then the thing ca 
out of the jungle and advanced toward, me.” 

‘Describe it,” demanded the skeptical co 
mander. 

“The thing was dark and very tall,” replied 
sentry, “It was a hairy monster. When my flashlig! 
beam struck it, the thing moved toward me in 
threatening manner. I think it was out there in t 
dark waiting for me, waiting to grab me when 
walked by. I emptied my clip at it so the thing m 
be wounded.” 

The commander remained skeptical. 

He lit a cigarette and laughed. “You were pro 
ably frightened by your own shadow,” he told thi 
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sentry. “But, since your gunshots woke everyone up 
on the base, we'll take a look aroung the jungle.” 

The soldiers were supplied with flashlights and 
torches. They gathered at the spot where the sentry 
had fired his shots. They fanned out into the jungle 
growth to find some evidence that the sentry was 
telling the truth. Several minutes after their quest 
began, a soldier’s cry sounded. 

“Over here!” yelled the alarmed soldier. “There’s 
a puddle of something.” ; 

A few yards beyond where the sentry claimed to 
have fired at the creature was a dark, oil-like sub- 
stance puddled out on the ground. Drops of the 
dark liquid were later found on the ground and 
trees leading away from the army base. 

A sergeant dipped his fingers into the liquid. 

“This feels like oil,” he announced. He sniffed 
the thin coating of liquid on his fingers. “But it 
doesn’t smell like oil. Maybe our sentry has shot the 
oily monster of the jungle.” 

The following morning, the commander ordered 
a complete search of the jungle area. As the first 
rays of sun dissipated the dense fog, a game warden 
was brought to the base. An experienced hunter and 
tracker, the warden was well-known in that area for 
his ability to track animals. He followed the oily 
trail of liquid into the jungle. At the ‘edge of a 
swamp, the trail ended when the “something” had 
taken to walking through water. 

“Well, he must have shot at something,” the war- 
den told the army commander. “There’s plenty of 
evidence that some sort of animal retreated through 
the brush last night. But I didn’t see any evidence 
that it was a monster.” 

However, in the last months of 1965, there were 
numerous newspaper reports in that part of the 
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world about a giant, hairy creature. Hundre 
people claimed the creature popped in and out 
the jungle, frightening half the population of sou! 
ern Malaysia due to the news reports. Some of 
news reports indicate the Bigfoot-like creature aj 
peared to be curious about humans and their 
tivities. There were scores of eyewitness accounts” 
people suddenly having a face-to-face encounter wi) 
the hairy biped. 

One news story told of two nuns and twenty-t 
school children who were walking near their sch 
building. A loud noise in a grain field attract 
the attention of one little girl. She walked into t 
field and encountered the hairy-creature. “It rose 
out of the grass and chased me,” she informed ni 
men. 

Regardless of the area of the world, a flurry 
monster reports will bring out newsmen to feed coy 
to their readers. The majority of reporters adopt 
skeptical, but open-minded, journalistic attitude 
a monster flap. A few will assume the “silly seaso} 
has started and file stories laced with ridicule. 
was apparent in the monster flap in southern Mal: 
sia. Even after the various news reports were a 
lected, and translated, it was difficult to determi 
whether a Bigfoot had wandered into the area. 

One excellent report was published in a Singapo! 
newspaper. Although there was a full-scale monst 
flap, it seems that lovers still needed to park 
lover’s lanes at night. Several couples told of h 
they had almost been frightened out of their w 
when an “apeish face” loomed up out of the dar! 
ness beside their parked cars. Other couples told o 
having their trysts interrupted when someone, 
something, pounded furiously against the sides 
their parked cars. 
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One young man told the Singapore newsman how 
he had parked on an old plantation road for a ro- 
mantic interlude with his girl friend. “We had been 
there about an hour,” the witness stated. “Suddenly, 
this monstrous apeman came up and started attack- 
ing my car. He pounded at the doors. He clawed 
and jerked at the cloth convertible top. I felt he was 
definitely trying to tear his way into the car and get 
at us. We were lucky to escape. My girlfriend was 
scared and she’s now under sedation. The doctor. 
comes in to see her every day. She was terrified out 
there.” 

As in any monster flap, scores of hunters rushed 
into the area to try and kill the animal. Several 
hunters claimed they emptied their weapons into the 
body of the hairy apeman during wild encounters. 
(his created a belief that the “oily monster of the 
jungle” could. not be stopped with bullets. The 
hunters and several other eyewitnesses claimed they 
had seen a creature with “a black, hairy body and a 
face that was apelike in characteristics.” The eyes 
were said to glow in the dark, a pattern that some 
Bigfoot observers have reported in other parts of 
the world. Some people who had seen the creature 
felt it was a human disguised in some type of animal 
skin. 

Another news report told of how the “oily mon- 
ster” came walking out of the jungle and ap- 
proached a small village: Every person in the village 
was said to have witnessed the monster's visit. They 
swore their nerves leaped with spasms when the hairy 
biped waited in the roadway running through the set- 
tlement, his dark form illuminated by the purple 
twilight. 

“It was a terrible thing to see, quite hideous and 
frightening,” a village elder informed newsmen. “It 
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reminded me about what our ancestors used to te 
about a race that was only part human.” 

“Where do these things live?” asked a newsman. 

“Our old people Say they left here long ago, 
replied the native. “They went up into the mo’ 
tains to get away from humans.” 

When the “oily monster” appeared at another v 
lage, the natives moved into action. They grabb 
clubs, sticks, poles and sharp, yard-long paron 
knives and went after the intruder. Screaming ar 
brandishing their weapons, the natives came pourif 
out of their homes. 

“He turned and ran back into the jungle,” one @ 
the villagers informed newsmen. “But we didr 
- stop there. We continued to chase him. One of ou 
younger men circled around on the trail and an 
bushed him. The monster came running by and 
got in a good blow with his parong. He said 
thing looked like part man, part animal. 
parong must have gone deep because our man sa 
the monster howled with pain. Later, we found 
dark liquid on the leaves he ran across to get ba 
into the jungle.” 

Since that time, the so-called “oily monster” 
not made a return visit to Malaysia. There are col 
tinued reports of an occasional sighting of a Bigfo 
type of creature. The “apeman” has been sighted i 
various spots along the peninsula. But these unin 
vited visitors have not received the notoriety, or 
media attention, given to the “oily monster of 
jungle.” 

Travelers throughout southeast Asia, Malays 
and Sumatra have heard rumors of a virtual tribe 
Bigfeet that inhabit the remote areas there. A 
though we think of Asia as being one of the world 
most populous regions, most of the people are jam 
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into dense cities. The mountainous regions are not 
densely populated. In certain areas, the most isolated 
areas have not been mapped or surveyed. The isola- 
tion of a ferocious tribe of head hunters who lived in 
caves on Borneo is an example of this remote living. 
Bigfoot appears to be well known in this section of the 
world. 

In Malaysia, Bigfoot is possibly the santu saka?, 
‘pparently the phrase for a tribe of half men, half 
apes who sound like the characters from a Holly- 
wood horror film. While most Bigfeet are gentle 
iants, stories in southeast Asia claim the creatures 
are vicious. This may be folklore, a possible exag- 
eration of something we don’t recognize or under- 
stand. The “oily monster,” as an example, may have 
attacked cars. There was no known report of actual 
harm to a human, 

But the reports persist that a tribe of vicious, 
hairy bipeds rule the mountainous regions in that 
part of the world. Folk tales report that brutal 
‘mouth men” swoop down from their mountainous 
strongholds to search for fresh, red meat. Whenever 
sheep or other animals are found dead without an 
explanation, their demise is laid to the elusive horde 
of half men, half beasts. 

News reports in 1967 told of an encounter with 
the alleged “mouth men.” In July of that year, Henri 
van Heerdan left Kaula Lumpur for a hunting trip 
in a remote area. He became intent in his hunting 
and failed to return to his parked car before night- 
fall, The hunter was walking along a trail back to 
his automobile when he heard a low, growling sound 
in the bushes along the trail. 

“Chill bumps popped up all over my body,” van 
Heerdan told the authorities. “I suddenly realized I - 
was not the hunter — but the prey of some unknown 
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animal. When I heard the noise I was perhaps” 
half-mile from my automobile. It was almost totall 
dark, although there was a trace of sun left in th 
sky. I had enjoyed a good day of hunting and hai 
several birds for my reward.” 

When the guttural noise sounded, Henri val 
Heerdan stood motionless along the trail. The Io 
growls continued in the bush, a series of menaciny 
sounds. Then, a shrill scream blasted out from 
other side of the path. 

“I took off for the car as fast as I could run,’ 
he related. 

Stumbling, falling, crawling, the hunter race 
along the trail. He was convinced that some sort ¢ 
wild animal had detected his presence in the woods 
As he ran, he could hear the loud noises made bt 
his pursuers. : 

“I stopped once because my side was aching, 
the hunter told newsmen. “I was winded and out 6 
breath. I paused for just a moment and looke 
back. I saw two absolute monstrosities running do’ 
the trail after me. They were very tall and the 
looked like the demons from hell. After I saw them, 
you can believe that I got a second wind and sta 
ing running even faster toward my car.” 

Henri van Heerdan said that-when he reached 
parked automobile, he was terrified. “My mind wai 
almost blanked out from fear,” he stated. “I dis 
covered that I still had my shotgun. My fear was s 
complete that I'd forgotten about the weapon. 
was trying to open my car door and, at the same 
time, keep the shotgun trained on those two things, 
They were coming fast toward me and I started 
fire at point-blank range. I waited too long. The 
knocked me down before I could fire the gun.” 
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The hunter was knocked to the ground. The two 
“mouth men” were instantly upon him, growling, 
clawing, scratching and tearing at his body and 
clothes. 

“One of them clamped its mouth down on my 
arm, digging teeth deep into the flesh,” van 
Heerdan said. “I was now fighting for my life. I 
knew I had to do something immediately or I was 
gone. Their strength was almost super-human.” 

Van Heerdan reached out, trying to find his shot- 
gun. “I found a rock and grabbed it,” he said. “At 
that time I was rolling and tumbling about in the 
near darkness with the two things. I started pound- 
ing as hard as possible on the skull of the one within 
my range.” 

The hunter indicated his memory was poor about 
the battle. “I hit one in the face with the rock,” he 
explained. “I either saw or felt blood spurt from its 
mouth. The thing started screaming with pain, wild 
shrill howls that were sort of mixed with angry 
growls. The other one loosened its grip for a mo- 
ment, possibly to see what had happened to its com- 
panion, I kicked out and jumped up. I've never been 
much to lock my car doors. Fortunately, I had left 
them unlocked then. I managed to get inside the 
vehicle and slam the door, The two were screaming 
and roaring outside the car. I snapped the door 
locks, forgetting that one of my rear windows was 
down. One of the things tried to come through the 
window. I fumbled around in my pockets for my 
keys, found them, and managed to get the engine 
started,” 

Van Heerdan said one of his attackers was now on 
top of the car hood, clawing and trying to get 
through the windshield. The other one was trying to 
crawl through the back window. “With the one on 
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the hood I couldn’t see ahead of me,” he relate 
“But my life depended on getting out of that pla 
So I threw the car in gear and took off. I just shove 
the gas down to the floor and must have be 
hitting ten miles an hour when the fellow dropp 
out of the back window. The one on the hood wi 
still hanging on. I picked up more speed, then 
hit the brakes as hard as possible.” j 

The creature on the hood sailed off the car, t 
bling head over heels into a clump of brush a 
weeds at the roadside. “Before I could pick up spi 
again I heard a terrible thunking noise in the reg 
of the car,” said van Heerdan. “I realized that t 
other one had been chasing the car at full runni 
speed, When I stopped suddenly, it ran into t 
back of the vehicle. I tromped down and got my 
moving out of there.” 

Van Heerdan headed for the nearest police s| 
tion. “I was bleeding on the arm where this thi 
bit me,” he said, “I was bruised and my clothes w 
torn. They wouldn’t listen to me and said I sho 
stay home in the future and remain sober. I had: 
drunk a single drop that whole week. Besides, I 
not a drinker. I was in quite a bit of pain, too mul 
to stand around and argue with them. I got to 
nearest hospital and had my arm checked. A 
treatment, I felt better.” 

The following afternoon, van Heerdan and sev 
of his friends returned to the spot where he 
been attacked. “I don’t think most of my frie’ 
believed the story,” he said. “They started comi 
around, though, when we found some huge barefi 
tracks along the trail leading away from the ro 
We also found a couple spots of blood and, 
though we spent two hours there looking for it, 
never found my shotgun.” 
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To date, the weapon has not been found. “I think 
they took it off with them,” said van Heerdan. “I 
hope so. Maybe some time they'll get curious, cock 
the gun and blow themselves away.” 

After a newsman heard rumors of the wild brawl 
with the creatures, van Heerdan was interviewed. 
The story was subsequently carried in several news- 
papers. After receiving a translated version of one 
story, I was eventually able to find Henri van Heer- 
dan through the mails. I was curious about his des- 
cription of the attackers. 


“. . , It was just about dusk when it hap- 
pened” he wrote. “The best way to describe them 
is to imagine something that is about seven feet 
tall with a bulky torso. They were built big and 
thick like those Japanese wrestlers, whose pic- 
tures I’m sure you have seen. I can’t say for cer- 
tain but I believe there was hair over most of 
their body. Things happened so fast that ’m 
afraid you don’t have a reliable witness with 
me. The hair I recollect when they grabbed me 
by the car and we went down on the ground. 

“You asked about their sex. I don’t know 
that either. I was trying to get away from them 
and, at that time, their sex was the furthest 
thing from my mind. They did have a strong 
smelliness about them like they had never 
bathed. This was not the usual wild animal 
smell you find in a dog or something like that. 
It was more like the smell of rotten eggs or 
those cheese baits I used once going after cat- 
fish in the United States. Think of something as 
putrid and smelly as you can and that might 


be close to it. 
“Other than the trip back to hunt for my 


shotgun I have not gone back there. One time 
through is enough . . .” 
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There are indications that Bigfoot creatures a 
inhabit parts of what is now Vietnam and Thailan' 
Jean-Pierre Delaine, a former employee for t 
French government, was stationed in French Ind 
China following the end of World War Il. T 
French Army was fighting Communist guerilla fore 
at that time, prior to Indo-China being partition 
into North and South Vietnam. His duties includ 
serving as a liaison between the mountain tribes an 
the French army. Delaine returned to France aft 
the French were defeated in southeast Asia. He re 
signed his government position and retired to wri 
magazine articles on paranormal mysteries in th 
part of the world. 

I met Jean-Pierre Delaine in New York Ci 
several years ago. At that time he had come to t 
United States in an effort to secure a publisher f 
his material. He reported having sold several mag; 
zine articles to French and European. publicatio) 
He was not successful in obtaining an Americ 
publisher and, subsequently, gave permission to u: 
his adventures to several American authors. 

Delaine reported that his liaison activities oft 
took him to some very remote areas. During one vis 
to a small village in the borderland between Ind 
China and Thailand, he witnessed the attack from 
dangerous southeastern Asian creature known as t 
taw. 

“I had heard about the taw for several years 
said Delaine in his report. “The natives describ 
them as a sort of werewolf type, wild and fearl 
animals covered with hair and obsessed with killin 
Roving bands of these monstrous things were said 
come rushing into a village, abducting the wome: 
and slaughtering the men and children. I’m afraid 
put the whole thing down as an example of nati 
folk lore. 
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“However, I was up in the mountains trying to 
win a tribe over to our side in the war,” Delaine 
went on. “I had been there on several previous visits. 
The old chief there was a pretty clever individual. 
He sort of remained neutral and this meant both 
sides continued to woo him. I had always been treat- 
ed with respect when I was in this village. But, on 
this trip I was not allowed to move about the area 
without a couple of bodyguards. Those guys hung 
onto me like glue.” 

After a few hours of continual observation, De- 
laine expressed his dissatisfaction to the tribal chief- 
tain. “Don’t you trust me?” asked the Frenchman. 

“You are our friend,” replied the chief. 

“Then why am I not allowed to move about with- 
out guards?” 

“Tt is for your protection,” said the native. 

Delaine spread his hands in a concillatory man- 
ner. “Your people won’t harm me.” 

The chief shook his head. “The guards stay with 
you. As a guest you must be protected from the taw. 
They have been seen near here.” 

Delaine talked with the village chieftain for some 
time. “I’m afraid my efforts were spent in trying to 
convince him that the taw were legendary myths,” 
he said. “But the old man refused to let me go any- 
where without guards.” 

Delaine changed his mind that same night. “I 
had retired to a hut that was near the center of the 
village,” he wrote. “My two burly bodyguards were 
armed with spears, a weapon still used back then be- 
fore the Americans flooded the country with rifles 
and automatic weapons. I woke up during the night 
to hear the most god-awful shriek. It sounded like 
the primeval roar of some terrible monster.” 
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Delaine leaped up from his pallet. He ran out 0 
the hut. His guards were hovering nervously in t 
darkness, trembling with fear. Cries of “taw! taw. 
sounded through the village. Delaine looked about 
and saw a shadowy form advancing down the ma 
street of the village. 

“Tt was an incredible sight!” he said. “I’ll ne 
forget it until my dying moment. This creature a 
peared to be at least nine feet in height. It w: 
covered with hair of fur. It walked erect like 
human. Just then, I heard a scream from a hut ove 
to one side. I turned and one of these monsters w: 
ambling out of the place with a woman thrown ov 
his shoulder — just like you’ve seen in the movies, 
The woman was struggling but her efforts were fu 
tile.” 

Delaine raced back into his hut. He grabbed hi 
pistol and fumbled in the darkness for a clip of am 
munition. He ran back into the ‘street, discoverin 
that his bodyguards had vanished. “I got off tw 
shots at the creature, shooting low so I wouldn’ 
hit the woman,” he recalled. “I’m fairly certain tha 
I hit him at least once. I can’t be sure about th 
second time. He speeded up after I fired, racing ou! 
of the village and: still carrying the woman. H 
screams gradually faded, then ceased altogether.” 

In his efforts to shoot the taw, Delaine reporte 
he had forgotten about the creature on the mai 
thoroughfare. Without warning, something slamme 

_ against his body and he was knocked to the ground 
“I dropped my pistol when I was hit,” Delaine 
stated. “I got my senses back and scrambled for th 
gun. Then the thing was on top of me. Once, twice, 
three times — I actually don’t remember how many 
times — the thing picked me up and slammed me 
down on the ground. The taw was so big and power- 
ful it was tossing me around like a rag doll.” 
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Delaine was being beaten to death when he felt 
the welcome coldness of his pistol. “I barely had 
lime to pick up my gun before the thing reached 
down and picked me up again,” he said. “This time, 
it put its arms around me, hugging me tight and 
squeezing the life from me. I was being pressed in a 
death hug against that big hairy body. His strength 
was so powerful that the pistol was struck between 
our bodies. I couldn’t get the gun out to get off a 
shot. When he relaxed his grip for a moment, I 
fired the pistol point-blank against him.” 

There was an orange flash and the acrid odor of 
gunpowder mingled with a sickening smell from the 
taw’s body. Delaine reported the taw made a wild 
roar, dropped the Frenchman, then cautiously 
moved backward. 

“I don’t believe I wounded the creature,” Delaine 
said. “The position of my gun was such that the bul- 
let probably grazed his hip. But the point-blank 
blast had probably scared him, He turned and sort 
of ran in a lopping motion off into the jungle.” 

Delaine dropped down on the ground, gasping for 
breath and fighting against a wave of dizziness that 
threatened him, 

“The old chief and my bodyguards reappeared,” 
said Delaine. “I don’t know if they were there im- 
mediately or if a long time passed. That part of the 
incident is still hazy. They helped me to my feet. 
My nose was bleeding and one of their old medicine 
men came up and started wiping away the blood. I 
brushed him aside and started demanding that a 
search party get started to rescue the woman.” 

The village chieftain refused to send out a search 
party. “We do not go out when the taw walks,” he 
stated firmly. “If the woman is fortunate, we will 
find her in the morning. We must wait for the sun 
because the faw are bad at night.” 
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The orange rays of the morning sun partially dis 
pelled the fear of the previous night. It was onl 
after the sun had illuminated the jungle that t 
chieftain led a column of men into the dense moun 
tainous underbrush. Delaine said, “We discover 
the woman’s body about a mile from the village. S 
had been assaulted viciously. There were giant foot: 
prints around her body, indicating several monste 
had tortured her. Something had gnawed on hi 
head with strong teeth. The flesh had been ripp 
from her bones. Her arms were a mass of torn fles! 
We presumed she had tried to protect herself or h: 
fought against her captors.” 

The woman’s body was returned to the village f 
burial. “They made the arrangements that sa’ 
morning,” Delaine recalled. “The village was hushed 
driven into a strange silence. I recognized it w 
certainly not the time to discuss treaties. Before 
left the village, the old chieftain told me that a 
band of werewolves, or apemen, lived high up in 
mountains. They ruled the mountainous slopes an 
natives were afraid to venture into their territory.” 

Jean-Pierre Delaine returned to Saigon. “The w: 
grew more vicious,” he said. “The demands on m 
time seemed almost limitless. I was back to thai 
same village on two other trips, but there was n 
sign of the taws. But I knew they were out there i 
the mountains, waiting to return again on anothe 
deadly raid.” ; 

I questioned Delaine about the taw. “Could th 
have been humans dressed in some sort of anima’ 
skins?” I went on to tell how American Indian tribi 
often had clans formed into the wolf, bear, elk o: 
other groups. “When we read that the bear went t 
the south, this means the ‘bear clan’ went south. 
Those who belonged to that clan wore bearskins as a 
symbol of their allegiance to the brotherhood.” 

e 132 


“Human?” Delaine answered. “I don’t think so. 
They were too tall for the average human, let alone 
the people who are fairly short in that part of the 
world.” i 

The vicious, predatory actions of Bigfoot in south- 
east Asia seems inappropriate for the species. They 
are ordinarily gentle giants, curious but not threat- 
ening. Homo sapiens appear to have harmed the 
Bigfoot far more than they will ever hurt us. Per- 
haps there is a more aggressive group in that area 
of the world. Just as some humans used to practice 
cannibalism in ages past, perhaps this tribe of Big- 
feet have become dangerous to man. 
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THE MYSTERIOUS MEN-BEASTS OF ANCIENT TIMES 


“When men began to multiply on the 
face of the earth, and daughters were 
born to them, the sons of God saw that 
the daughters were fair, and they took to 
wife such of them as they chose. Then the 
Lord said, My spirit shall not abide in 
man forever, for he is flesh, but the days 
of his life shall be numbered one hundred 
and twenty years.’ The Nephilim were on 
the earth in those days, and also after- 
ward, when the sons of God came into the 
daughters of man, and they bore children 
to them. And these children were the 
mighty men of old, the men of renown.” 

THE BIBLE; Genests, Chapter 6, 1-4. 


When we check records of the past, we find 
horde of hairy monsters thundering out of histo 
From the Epic of Gilgamesh to the Bible, we fi 
accounts of giants, demons and “hairy ones.” 
ages of our planet appear to have been haunted 
these bizarre creatures. 1 

Every culture contains folk tales about hairy giant 
who preyed upon humans. Frequently these gigant 
man-beasts traveled in large groups, attacking vil 
lages and murdering the inhabitants. Were thi 
creatures the ancestors of modern Bigfoot “man 
mals?” There is too little information, too many 
verse descriptions, to accurately determine the ide 
tity of these creatures. Although they were primiti 
and sub-human, we can state with certainty that tl 
“monsters” were not remnants of Neanderthal mai 
Scientific authorities state the Neanderthals were n 
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hairy. Primitive, yes! But not as primitive as Big- 
foot. We can only classify these ancient monsters as 
unknown. 

An inspection of the Hebrew scrolls relating to the 
Exodus of the Israelites from Egypt reveal reports 
on the “Hairy Ones.” These bizarre creatures har- 
assed the Israelites, attacked their camps, and gen- 
erally created havoc for Moses and his people. 

Several years ago I did an intensive study of UFO- 
related phenomena in the Bible. I quickly discovered 
that Biblical chapters have been diluted, changed 
and mistranslated through the ages. I sought the ad- 
vice of well-known Biblical scholars in obtaining 
transcripts of the original texts. That was the first 
time I heard of the “Hairy Ones.” During subse- 
quent research for this book, these scholars provided 
fascinating data on a part of Biblical history that 
has been forgotten or neglected. 

I asked my friends to check my Biblical research. 
These Biblical experts agree that the information 
in the following transcript is accurate: 


Does the Bible mention a creature like Bigfoot? 

The first report on bizarre creatures is contained 
in the sixth chapter of Genesis. Compare this origi- 
nal text with the modern translation at the begin- 
ning of this chapter. The original reads: 

“And it was when man began to multiply on the 
face of the earth and daughters were born to them; 
and the Sons of Those from on High saw the daugh- 
ters of man, for they were attractive, and took unto 
themselves wives from those they wished to choose. 
And Yehovah said, ‘My power can never benefit 
these degenerate ones who have made themselves as 
human; and therefore the days of their existence 
shall be one hundred and twenty years.’ In those 
days the Nephilim were already in the world (or 
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son of Rebecca, born from her womb. Rebecca 
seemed determined to make Jacob the heir to his 
father’s estate. Isaac, the father, was suffering from 
bad eyesight at that time. Rebecca killed two young 
lambs and made a garment for Jacob. The mother 
and son entered into a ruse for Jacob to pretend to 
be his brother Esau. Clad in this hairy skin, we find 
Jacob meeting with his father, Isaac. 


land). Thereafter, the Sons from Those on Hi 
came into the daughters of man, and there was bo 
unto them the Giborim, who were ever after believ 
to be divine people.” 

In the Jerusalem texts, we find that “sons of Thos 
from on High” is recorded as “Those who are wor 
shipped” or “Those who we worship.” The usu; 
translation for Nephilim has been “giants.” Ho 
ever, close attention to this phrase indicates it mea’ 
a being so frightening in appearance that me 
would fall (nophel) at the sight of them. E 

The Giborim were also identified as the Gibor 
Tsayid, generally accepted to mean “The might 
People of the Hunt.” 


What happened when the father and son met? 

Hebrew texts reveal that Jacob went to his father 
and reported he was Esau. The old patriarch was 
not convinced because the young man’s speech 
aroused his suspicion. Isaac said: “These are the 
hands of Esau, but the voice is that of Jacob.” A 
close translation reads: “These are the hands of my 
smaller son, but the voice is too high-pitched to be 
Jacob.” 

Several experts comment that Esau growled deep 
within his throat to imitate the voice of his brother. 


What about the Hairy Ones? 

They apparently lived in the Sinai desert duri 
the Exodus from Egypt. R’aya M’Hinna reports t 
Israelites had to go through land of The Hairy O 
to leave Egypt. The Israelites were frightened 
these creatures, apparently with good reason. Judai 
sources in Genesis 27:19 provide a fairly detail 
description of the Hairy Ones. This is the passa 
where Rebecca tried to win the Hebrew right of t 
first-born for her youngest son, Jacob. His t 
brother, Esau, was described as having a reddis 
color and “a great mat of hair.” Some expert trans 
lators report the hair was “as thick as a wig” or 
“pelt.” Esau became a great hunter during his reign 
He was also given the nickname of “Reddy” 
Edom. 


Who were the hairy ones? 

In referring to Esau, the scribes did not say that 
Fsau was Jacob’s ‘younger’ brother. Instead, he was 
known as the ‘smaller’ brother. 

The Hairy Ones were definitely humanoid in ap- 
pearance, They also had the ability to have inter- 
course with homo sapiens. They were undoubtedly 
a part of the human race. Their arms were long, 
their bodies small — some texts describe them as 
wiry — and most of the body was covered with a 
reddish colored hair. People were of smaller stature 
in early times. The 41%-foot height of the Hairy 
Ones was probably about the same as that of the 
Israelites. 


Was Esau born as Rebecca’s son? ‘ 
Although the texts describe Jacob and Esau as 
twin brothers, there is also a definite vagueness. Thi 
passages contain implications that Esau was not 
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Texts also state the Hairy Ones had short, 
straight legs. One unusual characteristic was | 
large size of their elbows, heels and necks. The 
joints were apparently fairly prominent on th 


bodies. In fact, the entire bone structure of UJ 


Hairy Ones appears to be a prominent feature 
their appearance. 


Are the Hairy Ones mentioned in Egyptian texts) 


I have been unable to find such references. 


Could they have been the product of Israe 
mythology? ’ 
Possibly. More likely, assuming they were 


mythological. The Egyptian pharaoh had a st or 


military force at that time. The army may have 
the Hairy Ones confined to the Sinai peninsu 
There are a couple of remarks in Hebrew texts 
indicate the Hairy Ones may have inhabited a la 
south of Egypt. However, these are too vague 
make an absolute statement of their presence there 


How did the Hatry Ones harass the Israelites? 
They attacked the Israelites. This warfare is sa 
to have been due to a failure of the Hairy O1 
(or the sons of Esau) to elect a chieftain of a n 
madic tribe. The Hairy Ones crept close to f 
Israelite camps, throwing stones at the refuge 


ambushing anyone who wandered from the encam} 


ment. The Israelites were forced to fortify the 
camps, dig trenches and set up guards against 


Hairy Ones. Apparently the Hairy Ones also blod 


aded the Israelites in their camps, preventing t 
from obtaining food. d 

Current Biblical chapters fail to report that t 
Israelites were starving due to the blockade. Thi 
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had killed the last sheep or goat brought from Egypt. 


Several Israelites were willing to trade their children 
to the Hairy Ones for food, according to references 
of S. Retstnuatha IV. Then, the God of the Israel- 
ites provided his Satie People with “manna.” The 
famine ended. 


Are there other references to the Hatry Ones? 

When we turn to a close translation of Leviticus 
16:7, we find that the God of the Israelites was dis- 
\urbed. The Hairy Ones had rejected Yehovah as 
their god, selecting Azazel as their deity. After the 
Israelites constructed a holy temple, they were in- 
structed to make an offering to Yehovah. Aaron was 
the high priest at that time. He was instructed to 
“.. . take two of the Hairy Ones and cause them to 
stand before the Lord. And Aaron put tags on the 
Hairy Ones. One was tagged for Yehovah, and the 
other for Azazel. Thereupon, Aaron made a sacri- 
fice of the Hairy One which he had tagged for 
Yehovah. The one that was for Azazel remained a- 
live and was sent out into the desert to atone for the 
sins of Israel.” 


I've checked my Bible and this passage reads that 
Aaron made a sacrifice of two goats. Can you ex- 
plain this? 

English versions of the Bible contain reports of the 
sacrifice of two goats. There is no mention of 
Azazel, the Hairy Ones or any of the other details. 
The words used in the original text is seerim — 
which means Hairy Ones. The Sons of Esau were 
also’ known as the Sheidim, or Destroyers. The 
Hebrew words for hairy goats were setred %zim, not 
used in the original texts. 
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Moses refers to the Hairy Ones in his poem 
Deuteronomy 32:13, a passage that has also b 
changed in the English editions of the Bible. 
original of the Ha-azimu reads: 


“They have sacrificed to the Destroyers, 
Who come not from on high; 

Those from on high, they have failed to 
recognize 
For these new ones have come from close by. 

Your father, O Israel! did not abominate 4 
themselves!” 


The Israelite exodus from Egypt took pl 
around 1317 B.C. From these passages from ° 
original Hebrew, we can only conclude that a ba 

- of hairy humanoids inhabited the Sinai desert 
that time, They became the enemies of the Israeli 
and launched warfare against the refugees. 
Hairy Ones were undoubtedly fairly intelligent, 
hunters and advanced culturally to where they h 
accepted Azazel as their deity. 

Ancient texts abound with reports on hairy m 
sters, giants and other creatures that resemble b 
foot. Denys of Tell-Mahre was a leader of the Syri 
Jacobites in ancient Mesopotamia, an area that ni 
includes modern Iraq. He told of a marauding ba 
of monsters in his Chronicon, a volume compi 
in the 8th Century A.D. He wrote: 


“A.D. 774: Before the reign of the emperor 
Leo IV (a Greek Byzantine ruler), there raged 
a plague that was followed by the appearance 
of frightening and terrifying animals who 
feared nothing and no one. 
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“They fled from no man and, indeed, killed 
many people. A very little they were like 
wolves, but their face was small and long, and 
they had great ears. The skin on their spine re- 
sembled that of a pig. 

“These terrifying animals committed great 
ravages on the people in the Abdin Rock region 
near Hoh. In some villages they devoured more 
than twenty to forty or fifty people. Nothing 
could be done to them because they were fear- 
less of man. If a man did pursue them, in no 
way did the monster become scared or flee. 
Instead, they turned on the man. If men used 
their weapons on these monsters, they leaped 
on the men and tore them to bits. 

“These monsters entered houses and yards, 
seizing and kidnapping children. When they © 
appeared, no one dared to offer resistance. At 
night they climbed onto terraces, kidnapped 
children from their beds and went off without 
opposition. When they appeared, dogs were 
even afraid to bark or growl. 

“For these reasons, the country suffered a 
more terrible experience than it had ever 
known before. Groups of two or three men 
were frightened to move about together. Cat- 
tle disappeared from the fields because all of 
the livestock was devoured by these dreaded 
monsters. Indeed, when one of these creatures 
attacked a herd of goats, or a flock of sheep, 
they took away several animals at one time. . . 

“These monsters passed through our land 
and went into Arzanene (a district in southern 
Armenia along the border of Assyria). These 
monsters ravaged every village there. They also 
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ravaged in the country of Maipherk and alon 


Mount Cahai and caused great damage al 


Amida and...” 


Several pages are missing from the ancient m 
script at this point. We may never know the ex 


truth of what type of creature appeared in ancié 


Iraq. Many scholars have maintained that Den 
Tell-Mahre was a chronicler of imaginative 


tasies. During the early part of this century, the 


was considerable debate over this passage in 


Chronicon. The argument swirled around whethj 
Denys implied that the terrifying monster had “de 


sal” fins on their back, or whether their backs 


merely covered with bristling hair like those of a pl 


If we accept that these marauders may have bj 
the ancestors of Bigfoot, then the hair might h 
had the stiffness of hog hair. It is interesting to né 


that the creatures did not appear until after 


plague had weakened the land. Possibly cannib 
istic, they may have ventured down from an isola 


stronghold in the mountains, lured by a feast 


human corpses. 


Near the end of the 19th Century, twelve s F 
tablets were found that contained an epic of Gilg 
mesh, The tablets tell the adventures of Gilgames] 


the king of a Sumerian city of Ursuk. Gilgame 
may have been a real person because other Sum 


ian tablets tell of a war in the second milleni ; 
B.C. between him and the king of Kish. q 
In the tablets we read the legend of Enkidu i 


wild man from the forest. Enkidu first battled G 


mesh, then became his loyal companion durif 
many heroic adventures. Tablets describe Enkidu 


a person who “knows neither people nor land,” 
“eats grass with the gazelles” and “Joins the 
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beasts at the waterhole.” The taming of Enkidu is 
the first of Gilgamesh’s adventures. In order to 
tivilize the wild man, Gilgamesh sent a temple 
prostitute on a seductive mission. 


Once he had lain with the harlot, Enkidu was 


unable to return to the animal kingdom. After they 
became friends, Enkidu and Gilgamesh roared 
around the world from one epic battle to another. 
If we accept the Sumerian tablets as mythologized 
fact, the giants of the forest were capable of mating 
with humans. We will never know if Enkidu was a 
brother of the “giants” mentioned in Genesis. 


Returning to Genesis, there is mention of a giant 


called Og. The adventures of Og are not mentioned 


in the King James version of the Bible. However, the 
Hebrew Midrash tells how Og accompanied Noah on 
the Ark during the deluge. In order to board the Ark, 
Og agreed that once the flood receded he would serve 
Noah and his descendants. Ancient texts claim that 
Og was the only survivor of what had once been a 
wide-spread race of giants living prior to the flood. 
lhe Midrash claims that the ancient giants, along with 
most of humanity, perished during the great deluge. 

The saga of ancient hairy giants is also contained 
in ancient Norse legends. Scandinavian mythology 
has numerous tales of giant women mating with the 
“sons of God.” Myths tell how the first giant, Ymir, 
was created from the gaseous mists. of a frozen 
primitive frost. In a story amazingly similar to 
Adam and Eve, Ymir creates two more giants from 
an area between his rib and armpits. These gigantic 
beings soon set about populating the frozen Scan- 
dinavian countryside. They also mated with the fe- 
males in a tribe of hairy giants. The results of this 
intercourse are the three great gods of Scandinavia 
... Hoenir, Lodur, and Odin. 
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Before these three men can go buzzing about th 
world, they are compelled to kill their ancesto 
Ymir. They attack Ymir in the giant’s stronghok 
battling these gigantic beings. When Ymir is killed 
the gods are angry. A great flood covers the world 
The giants are killed except for one ferocious crei 
ture and his mate. They escape drowning by floatin 
out the deluge on an iceberg. q 

Following the flood, Hoenir, Lodur, and Odin 
about developing the first true homo sapiens. Thel 

' creation is named Ask; his mate is known as Embk 
However, the trio of gods are discouraged by the aj 
pearance of their creations. Ask, Embla and the 
descendants are quite ugly, with a furry pelt, 
eyes, and large, unattractive joints. 

The three gods continue their genetic expel 
ments. Homo Sapiens is placed in a compound 
prevent harm by marauding bands of hairy gian 
After many generations, the three gods succeed - 
breeding a true man. 4 

Other Norse legends tell about hairy, man-li 
creatures who lived in “underworld” caves. Th 
are presumably the mythical inhabitants of “Hat 
ding land.” These ferocious creatures supposed] 
battled the early Viking settlers for territorial po 
session of the icy Scandinavian countryside. Some 
ports say these hairy wild men were raiding remo 
farms up until the late 16th and early 17th 
turies. ’ 

Ancient Moorish folklore brims with reports | 
howling monsters who stalked travelers in the i 
cient deserts. Even today there is an occasional a 
count of a hairy “beast” ambushing a caravan, al 
ducting women, or killing lonely travelers in 
desert. : 


ie 


In his Chronicles, Abbott Ralph of Coggeshall 
Abbey, Essex, England, wrote about a monster that 
appeared in the English countryside on the night of 
St. John the Baptist, June, 1205 A.D... .. 


“In the holy night of St. John the Baptist, 
all night thunder roared and . . . incessantly 
lashed all over England. A certain strange 
monster was struck by lightening at Maidstone 
in Kent . . . this monster had the head of a 
strange being, the belly of a human and other 
monstrous members and limbs of animals un- 
like each other. Its black corpse was scorched 
and a terrible stench came from it and very few 
were able to go near.” 


Abbott Ralph also reported another incident 
that occurred during a storm on the night of July 
29, 1205. He wrote: 


“Horrible thunder and lightning raged dur- 
ing the night, over England, and many thought 
that Judgment Day had arrived . . . Next day, 
certain monstrous tracks (large, pointed prints) 
were seen at several places. The footprints were 
of a kind never seen before and many claim 
they were the tracks of giant demons.” 


Another historian in ancient England was Raphael 
Holinshed, ‘the heir to an old English fortune. Holin- 
shed prowled around England collecting unusual 
folktales for his Chronicles. The book was published 
at “the sign of the Boarre in Aldersgate,” England. 
One of his most bizarre reports concerned a celebra- 
tion following the second marriage of King Alex- 
ander of Scotland. The party took place during the 
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thirty-first year of King Alexander's reign. Holii 
shed recorded: 


“As the king was leading his bride in a 
dance, a large number of lords and ladies were 
following them. There appeared before them 
then, closing from the rear, a giant creature 
resembling death, all naked, nothing but flesh 
and bones, very dreadful to behold . . . which 
spectacle the king and his retinue were sore 
astonished by, and put in such fear that they 
quickly ended their dance for that time.” 


From Holinshed’s description, we can speculate 
that some uninvited Bigfoot wandered out of the 
forest. He may have been curious, attracted by the 
noise and music. In any event, whether it is the mar 
riage of an ancient king or the inauguration of a 
American president, the appearance of a Bigfoot 
would certainly disrupt any gathering. 

Another incident occurred around 1538 at thi 

' church of St. Michaels in Cornhill, London. Tudo 
historian John Stowe wrote: 

“. . . The bellringers were ringing the bells 
in the loft of St. Michaels (to frighten away the 
demons) when a thing of ugly shape and sight 
was seen to come in the south window, and go 
to the north one. For fear thereof, all the bell 
ringers laid down as dead for a time.” 


Stowe’s description of the demon was “somethin, 
with claws.” This passage has confused historians 
and monster buffs for many years. 

It was a common occurrence during ancient and 
medieval times for villages to ring church bells to 
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rout demons from their communities. We are re- 
minded of the incident at Tyangboche monastery 
in Tibet in 1950. The monks set up a noisy clamor, 
beating on drums, blowing horns, and shouting, to 
frighten! an abominable snowman away from the 
monastery. 

There is a tendency to view the past in the con- 
cept of our present lifestyle. Our mind is concept- 
ualized to the world of today. It is difficult for any 
scholar to recapture the essence of another age. This 
is why the translation of ancient texts are often 
changed, sometimes quite dramatically, from one 
generation to another. 

When we look back on ancient times, we find a 
persistent, almost fanatical obsession by both the 
church and state about “demons.” Ancient myth- 
ology and old superstitions repeatedly tell of giant, 
hairy men who dwelled away from the towns in for- 
est caves. It was commonly accepted in ancient. and 
medieval times that these creatures were the devil’s 
spawn. 

Undoubtedly, many of the wild, hairy men were 
the unfortunate victims of mental illness. Our ances- 
tors did not have tranquilizers, modern drugs or the 
benefits of psychiatry. When a member of the com- 
munity exhibited bizarre or unacceptable behavior, 
they were jailed, burned at the stake or driven off 
into the forests. If the victim survived banishment, 
he lived in a cave, fashioned garments from the 
skins of wild beasts and became a “hairy, wild 
man.” 

Yet, this explanation does not tell us why so many 
ancient and medieval rulers were concerned with 
“forest demons” and similar entities. Whenever we 
look in ancient records, we find the authorities 
making pronouncements against demonic creatures. 
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Whenever Emperor Charlemagne conquered a 
neighboring area, he passed severe laws to control 
demons. Charlemagne sent his armies into the for- 
ests to destroy demons, convinced these forest entities 
were destroying the crops. q 
Ancient and medieval monasteries rang with 
shouts that demons were invading their fields. Pious 
monks were said to have been kidnapped by these 
wild forest creatures. Pious monks were said to have 
been kidnapped by these wild forest creatures. Fall 
ing into the clutches of the “people of the forest” 
was a frightening prospect for any woman. Whoever 
the demons were, the authorities acted swiftly upon 
their capture. The “forest people” were tortured to 
death during ritualistic executions attended by men, 
women and children of the region. 
In the New World, a belief in animal-men goes 
back to the dawning of the human race. In his Al 
gonquin Legends of New England, Indian expert 
and author C.G. Leland remarked: “In the be 
ginning of things, men were as animals and animals 
as men.” 
The legends of the American Indians tell of bear 
men, wolf-men, and “tribes of the forest.” Descrip 
tions of many of the creatures would fit the modern 
reports:on Bigfoot. Ancient tribes in North and 
South America also formed totem clans, worshipping 
deities who were men-beasts. Totem clans were also 
discovered in Australia; the aborigines there wor 
shipping a form of half-human, half-animal. 
In Siberia, a primitive tribe known as the Gilyaks 
have a rich oral tradition about people that are dif. 
ferent in appearance from homo sapiens. The Gil- 
yaks claim these Bigfoot-like creatures inhabit the 
frozen forests of Siberia. They travel in family units 
or larger groups, always searching for the secret of 
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Many American Indian tribes had legends of 
giants. The Algonquin, Osage, Iroquois, Wyandotte, 
Huron, Omaha, and Tuscarora tribes claim that 
tribes of giants once roamed the United States. In 
1870, an official with the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
in Washington, D.C. told of the discovery of several 
giant skeletons by the Omaha tribes. The Indians 
were preparing to bury their chief, Two Grizzly 
Bears, when they unearthed the giant bones. Exam- 
ined by Dr. Enoch Peterson, the skeletons were re- 
portedly forwarded to the Smithsonian Institution in 
Washington, D.C. ; 

“J examined the bones and their discovery seems 
to affirm the legends of the Omahas about giants,” 
said Dr. Peterson. “The Indians referred to the 
giants as pa-snu-ta. The tribe remembers that the 
giants preyed upon their ancestors, killing men and 
abducting women. The legends are mixed on the 
eventual fate of the captives. Some say the women 
were enslaved, the men killed. Others say both men 
and women were captured and made into slaves. 
Still others claim the giants ate their captives.” 

Old records do not tell the size or eventual use of 
the giant bones exhumed by the Omahas. 

Bigfoot-like creatures were also a problem for the 
ancient Romans. While Caesar’s legions ruled the 
known world in those times, most Romans were 
frightened of the vers¢pellis. A dangerous man-beast, 
the verstpellis ruled the Roman forests at night. The 
ancient description of these nocturnal creatures is a 
perfect match for the reports from modern sas- 
quatchery. We have records of trials held by the 
Romans to determine the destiny of men-beasts cap- 
tured by the army. Several of these unfortunate 
creatures were skinned alive. The Romans performed 
these tortuous operations to find the source of magic 
used to transform a man into a man-beast! 
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These are just a few of the historical reports 
strange, unknown monsters and creatures that 
part human, part animal. There are hundreds, 
haps thousands, of additional reports waiting for 
serious researcher who has the time and energy to 
through ancient records. We have not touched u 
the folklore of the werewolf, a shaggy-haired beast 
that is -part wolf, part beast. It doesn’t stretch o1 
imagination too far to see a Bigfoot as the source 
these legends. 

Perhaps the Bigfoot have been with us always. Wi 
have simply called them by another name. 
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BIZARRE BIGFOOT IN ASIA 


Someday, when there are no longer any 
mysteries, not even one, our descendents 
will try to tell their children about them. 
They will explain about the world that 
existed before science and man finally 
solved the last puzzle. They will try to tell 
of a time when there was wonder, doubt 
and argument. They will talk about the 
great age of advanture before the mys- 
teries were all solved and the stars dimmed 
in the skies. 

ERIC NORMAN; Gods, Demons and 
UFOs. 


There are numerous accounts of hairy monsters 
and howling ape-like men in the yellowed scralls of 
ancient Asian manuscripts. Several oriental scholars 
linked these unusual creatures to the “time of the 
dragon,” the presumed genesis of Chinese civiliza- 
tion. Early European visitors to the Orient were 
alarmed by warnings about ape-men who raided 
caravans, slaughtered humans, and stole supplies. 
However, the oriental Bigfoot failed to receive wide- 
spread attention until this century. Then, a series of 
reports from Asia fired the world’s imagination. 
People decided that there was “something in the 
snow” around Mt. Everest. 

In 1906 H. J. Elwes led an expedition into the 
Himalayan mountains. Elwes was astonished one day 
to see-a hairy figure moving acroos a snmowy ridge 
below him. Unfortunately, Elwes failed to make his 
report until 1915 when he received a letter from a 
forestry officer named J. R. O. Gent. Mr. Gent was 
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stationed at Darjeeling and his account was pub- 


lished in the Proceedings of the Zoological Soctety o, 
London. The account follows: 


“I have discovered the existence of another 
animal, but cannot make out what it is, a big 
monkey or ape perhaps — if there were any 
apes in India. It is a beast of very high eleva- 
tions and only goes down to Phalut in the cool 
weather. It is covered with longish hair, face 
also hairy, and the ordinary yellowish-brown 
color of the Bengal monkey. It stands about 
four feet high and goes about on the ground 
chiefly but I think it can also climb. 

“The peculiar feature is that its tracks are 18 
inches to two feet long and toes point in the op- 
posite direction of that in which the animal is 
moving. The breadth of the track is about six 
inches. I think it walks on his knees and shins 
instead of on the soles of his feet. It is known as 
the jungli admi or sogpa. One was worrying a 
lot of coolies working in the forest below Phalut 
in December; they were very frightened and 
would not go to work. I set off as soon as I 
could to try and bag the beast, but before I ar- 
rived a forester had been letting off a gun and 
frightened it away, so I saw nothing. And old 
choukidar of Phalut told me he had frequently 
seen thim in the snow there, and confirmed the 
description of the tracks. 

“It is a think that practically no Englishman 


has ever heard of, but all the natives of the — 


higher villages know about it. All I can say is 
that it is not the Nepal langur, but I’ve im- 
pressed upon people up there that I want in- 
formation the next time one is about.” 
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Elwes inserted the forestry officer’s letter in the 
scientific journal; he made a statement of his own 
sighting. He did not go into detail on his observa- 
tion. After his death his notes were lost. 

Zoologists were impressed because Elwes was a 
well-known botanist and scientific explore. The mat- 
ter died with the start of World War I in Europe. 

While researchers pondered the report by Elwes, 
another scientist unearthed the writings of Major 
Lawrence A. Waddell. In Among the Himlayas, 
(London, Archibald Constable, 1899), Major Wad- 
dell told of traveling through northeastern Sikkim in 
1889 when he saw several large footprints in the 
snow at 17,000 feet on a mountain. Major Waddell 
was apparently one of the first Europeans to see 
these mysterious Asian footprints. Although he did 
not see the Bigfoot, Major Waddell was told by his 
porters that he was looking at tracks made by such a 
“manimal.” Waddell was skeptical about the sher- 
pa’s stories of furry creatures who lived in the snow. 
He reported: 


“The belief in these creatures is universal 
among the Tibetans. None, however, among 
the many Tibetans I ever interrogated on the 
subject would ever give’me an authentic case. 
On the most superficial investigation it always 
resolved into something that somebody had 
heard tell of. These so-called ‘hairy wild men’ 
are evidently the great yellow snow bears which 
are highly carniverous and often kill yaks.” 


Exploration in the Orient was discontinued during 
World War I. After the armistice, the stock market, 
business world, and science launched a wild spend- 
ing spree. The most terrible war in history was over. 
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The Kaiser had been routed to exile in Holland 
The world was intoxicated with the heady smell ol 
success. The automobile, airplane, telephone and 
radio were becoming available at reasonable cost. 
“There’s nothing that modern science cannot do,” 
became the credo of the % Roaring ’20’s. 

Money was free and easy, grants were given to 
groups of hardy mountain climbers. They looked 
longingly toward Mt. Everest, king of the Himala 
yas, and generally recognized as the world’s highest 
mountain. The first Everest Reconnaissance Expedi 
tion was launched in 1921, directed by Col.. C.k 
Howard-Bury. The climbing party that assaulted the 
north slope of Mt. Everest consisted of six white men 
and 26 native porters. They were moving slowly up 
the face of Everest, near the Lhakpa-la pass, when 
Col. Howard-Bury noticed several unusual tracks im 
the morning snow. Many of the tracks were easily 
identified as belonging to rabbits or foxes. One set 
of indentations puzzled the English mountaineer. 


at a great distance, Col. Howard-Bury and his party 
had seen a line of tall black figures moving acros 
the snow. 

In his Mt. Everest, the Reconnazssance Report, 
published in London in 1922, Howard-Bury de 
scribed the footprints: 


“Even at these heights (around 21,000 feet) 
we came across tracks in the snow. We were — 
able to pick out tracks of hares and*foxes, but — 
one that at first looked like a human foot puz- — 
zled us considerably. Our coolees at once 
jumped to the conclusion that this must be the 
‘wild man of the snows,’ to which they gave the ~~ 
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name of metoh-kangmi, the abominable snowman 
who interested the newspapers so much. On my re- 
turn to civilized countries I read with considerable 
interest delightful accounts of the ways and customs 
of this wild man whom we were supposed to have 
met. The tracks, which caused so much comment, 
were probably caused by a large ‘loping’ gray wolf, 
which in the soft snow formed double tracks rather 
like those of a bare-footed man. Tibet, however, is 
not the only country where there exists boogie men. 
In Tibet he takes the form of a hairy man who lives 
in the snows, and little Tibetan children who are 
naughty and disobedient are firghtened by the won- 
derful fiary tales that are told about him. To escape 
from them they must run down the hill, because 
then his long hair falls over his eyes and he is unable 
to see them. Many other such tales have they with 
which to strike terror into the hearts of bad body 
and girls.” 


Col. Howard-Bury telegraphed his repoorts on the 
expedition to Calcutta. He mentioned the incident 
of the footprints briefly in one dispatch. Unfortun- 
ately, telegraphic facilities in those areas were quite 
primitive. The phrase “metohkangmi” was garbled 
during transmission. It became “metch-kangmi.” 
The expedition translation experts in Calcutta were 
confused by the strange term. They asked a Calcutta 
newspaper columnist to translate the phrase for 
them. : 

The columnist stared at the dispatch for several 
minutes. “Those native fellows on the telegraph line 
have been playing around again,” he announced 
finally. “Metch is the term of extreme disgust.” 

“Then what is a ‘metch-kangmi?” asked an ex- 
pedition translator. 
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“Well, I guess we might translate it out as 
‘horrible snowman,’ or the ‘abominable snowman,” 
replied the columnist. f 

The achievements of mountaineering expedition 
have always provided good news material. Several 6 
the world’s largest newspapers had assigned top 
porters to cover the first Everest Reconnaissance x 
pedition. A newsman from one of England’s mo} 
sensational newspapers was in the office when Col 
Howard-Bury’s telegram was translated. He wired 
his editors that the Howard-Bury expedition had en 
countered a hairy wild man known as the abomi 
able snowman. Thus, the ellusive creature of 
Himalayas was named in error. The term has per 
sisted until this day. 

Throughout the civilized world, newspaper reader 
demanded more material on the abominable snow 
man. The vision of an ape-like creature prowling in 
the high altitude snow of Mt. Everest intoxicate 
newspaper readers. An enterprising reporter looke 
through libraries and discovered a copy of Amon 
the Himalayas by Major Waddell. Using Majo) 
Waddell’s brief description, the reporter wrote 
fanciful story about a band of wild, hairy men whi 
lived in the remote valleys of the himalayas. . 
French journalist checked the used bookstalls in hi 
city. He discovered a tiny pamphlet written by 3 
Victorian traveler who reported the “wild men” wer 
ten to twelve feet in height. ; 

Newsrooms around the world rang out with ed 
tors’ cries for “another feature of those hairy wild 
men out in Asia.” Reporters poured out the cop 
The Sunday editions of newspapers covered, rewrote 
chewed over, and theorized about the sub-humaf 
creature in Asia. While they read these reports, thi 
world waited anxiously .because many newspaper 
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hinted that the first Everest Expedition had captured 
one of the monsters. 

After their reconnaissance on Mt. Everest, How- 
ard-Bury and his mountaineers returned to civiliza- 
tion. They discovered newspaper reporters were 
eager for more information on the abominable 
snowman. Col. Howard-Bury decided to spike the 
rumors during a press conference. 

“Didn't your sherpa porters get into a fight with 
those beasts?” asked a newsman. 

“Are they sub-humans or are they ape-men?” 
asked a young woman reporter. 

“Do they kidnap women to be their mates?” asked 
a journalist from a sensational London newspaper. 

Col. Howard-Bury listened to the questions for 
several minutes. Finally, he exploded. “This whole 
thing is ridiculous! I won’t go along with this beastly 
talk of wild men living out there. All we saw were a 
few footprints in the snow. I’m inclined to think the 
tracks were made by a large wolf walking across the 
snow. 

Despite Col. Howard-Bury’s disclaimer, news- 
paper stories on Asia’s abominable snowman con- 
tinued to be published. A year after the Howard- 
Bury expedition, another group of mountaineers 
launched the second Everest Expedition. It was led 
by Col. C.G. Bruce. The mountaineers headquar- 
tered at the Rongbuk monastery before assaulting 
the mountain. During his conversations with the 
head lama, Gen. Bruce asked about the abominable 
snowman. 

“Of course we know about these creatures,” re- 
plied the lama. “There is a family of five yeti living 
in the valley below us.” 

Gen. Bruce did not investigate this alleged valley 
of snowmen. He may not have believed that a sub- 
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human creature could exist in the rugged terrain © 
those isolated mountains. Or, with time pressing hi 
may have felt his schedule as a mountaineer did no} 
allow for hunting “wild men.” ; 

A bright sun glared off the snow-covered sloped of 
Mt. Everest one morning in 1923 when another 
pedition struggled up the icy sloped of Mt. Everest 
Suddenly, a wild cry broke the frigid stillnes 
Sherpa guides dropped their packs. They grabbed 
for thier knives. 4 They looked toward Major Allat 
Cameron, who stood a short distance away from 
their caravan. Major Cameron pointed toward @ 
snow-covered ridge where a wild, hairy man- -lik 
creature had stopped. 

The creature defiantly faced the mountain-climb 
ing party. The snowman stared angrily at the moun 
taineers for several moments, then resumed his wall 
across the mountain. Two days later, Majo 
Cameron and his porters reached the point when 
they had spotted the unusual beast. They found ; 
row of large, man-like tracks in the snow. : 

The porters were alarmed. They huddled togethel 
an talked about ending their climb up the moun 
tain. “Seeing a snowman is an omen of bad luck,” a 
porter explained. 

In 1925, a remarkable mane was reporteala D) 
N.A. Tombazi, a well-known English photographe! 
and féllow of the Royal Geographic Society. A mai 
with a spotless reputation for truth, Tombazi‘ 
sighting was an at altitude of approximately 15,0 
feet in the rigion of the Zemu glacier. Tombazi’s 
port was included in Account of a Photographic 
pedition of the Southern Glacters of Kanchenjunga 
in the Sikkim Himalayan, (Maxwell Press, Bombay 
India 1925). He said: 
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“The intense glare of brightness of the snow 
prevented me from seeing anything for the first 
few seconds; but I soon spotted the ‘object’ re- 
ferred to about two or three hundred yards a- 
way down the valley to the east of our camp. 
Unquestionably, the figure in outline was ex- 
actly like a human being, walking upright and 
stopping occasionally to uproot or pull at some 
drawf rhododendron bushes. It showed up dark 
against the snow, and as far as I could make 
out, wore no clothes. Within the next minute 
or so it had moved into some thick scrub and 
was lost to view. 

“Such a fleeting glimpse, unfortunately, did 
not allow me to set the telephoto camera, or to 
even fix the object carefully with the binocu- 
lars; but a couple hours later, during the de- 
scent, I purposely made a detour so as to pass 
the place where the ‘man or ‘beast’ had been 
seen. I examined the footprints which were 
clearly visible on the surface of the snow. They 
were similar in shape to those of a man, but 
only six to seven inches long by four inches 
wide at the broadest part of the foot. The 
marks of five distinct toes and of the instep 
were perfectly clear, but the trace of the heel 
was indistinct, and the little that could be seen 
of it appeared narrow down to a point. I 
counted fifteen such footprints at regular inter- 
vals ranging from one and a half to two feet. 
The prints were undoubtedly of a biped, Dense 
rhododendron scrub prevented any furhter in- 
vestigation as to the direction of the footprints, 
and threatening weather compelled me to re- 
sume the march. From inquiries I made a few 
days later on my return journey I gathered that 
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no man had gone in the direction of Jong i 
since the beginning of the year.” 


In the 1930s scientists hopefully studied the re 
ports of explorer Frank Smythe who found Bigfoe 
tracks in the snow at 14,000 feet on Mt. Everest. 

“The footprints measured about 13 inches 
length,” Smythe related. “They were five inch 
wide.” 

Smythe’s tracks were found in the Bhyundar valle 
near Jarwhal, India. Other expeditions discovered 
tracks on Mt. Everest, including Eric E. Shipton 
who saw footprints on his return from Everest ij 
1936. In 1938, the monks at Rongbuk monaste! 
constructed a sacred cairn on the top of a nearb 
mountain. Shortly after it was built, the struct 
was destroyed. The alarmed monks claimed that thi 
abominable snowmen had committed the sacrileg 
. That same year the first American Karakoram ex 
pedition reported weird cried in the night durin 
their assult on Mt. Everest. Rocks were also throwh 
from above onto the mountaineer group. Seve 
other strange incidents plagued their expedition. 

In 1939, Prince Peter of Greece and Denmark, ¢ 
noted anghropologist, came up with a folk tak 
about the abominable snowman. During his travel 
in Asia Prince Peter was told that a yeti y 
captured by the natives of Jalab-la valley in norhtert 
Sikkim. The villagers made the capture by putting | 
bucket of liquor along a path used by the creature 
After drinking the potent brew, the snowman be 
came intoxicated and passed out. The villagers the 
crept from their hiding places and tied up the snow 
man. The ferocious man-beast awoke the nex 
morning, then broke his bonds, He raced away, de 
stroying the villagers’ hopes of a large reward for hit 
capture. 
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A remarkable story about a Himalayan yeti was 
published by a Captain d'Auvergne, curator of a 
museum near Calcutta. The story was published in 
the Béhar and Orissa Research Society Bulletin (26; 
1940). Captain d’Auvergne was traveling alone in 
the Himalayan mountains in 1938 when he injured 
himself. He was near death dur’ to exposure in the 
cold. His efforts to save himself were also hampered 
by snow-blindness. When Captain d’Auvergne had 
almost succumbed to his injuries, he was rescued by 
a Bigfoot judged to be nine feet in height. The 
snowman carried the museum curator many miles 
over the mountains to the creature’s cave. The cap- 
tain was fed, nourished and cared for while he re- 
covered from his injuries, Captain d’Auvergne was 
then. released and returned to Calcutta. He de- 
scribed his rescuer as human, possibly a survivor 
from a pre-historic race. Like many reports on para- 
normal events, we must make a personal judgment 
on the truth of Captain d’Auvergne’s story. 

World War II stopped mountaineering and scien- 
tific exploration throughout the world. Slavomir 
Rawicz and four other men were prisoners in a com- 
munist concentration camp in Siberia. Security . 
around the camp was slack.-Any escaped prisoner 
had to travel thousands of miles through the Siber- 
ian wilderness to the closest town. Rawicz and his 
four companions struck out one night on a “long 
walk” toward freedom. They headed south toward 
India, which meant they would have to cross the 
Himalaya mountains to reach their goal. In his book 
The Long Walk (Harper and Row, New York; 
1956) Rawicz told of a sighting of an abominable 
snowman. He wrote: 
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“The contours of the mountain temporarily hid _ 
them from view as we approached near, but when 


we halted on the edge of a bluff we found they — 


were still there, twelve feet or so below us, and 
about one hundred yards away. Two points struck 
me immediately. They were enormous and they 
walked on their hind legs. The picture is clear in 
my mind, fixed there indelibly by a solid two 
hours of observation. We just could not believe 
what we saw at first so we stayed on to watch . . . 
I set myself to estimate their height on the basis 
of my military training and observations. They 
could not have been less than eight feet tall. One 
was a few inches taller than the other, in relation 
of the average man to the average woman. They 
were shuffling quietly around on a flattish shelf, 
which formed part of the obvious route for us to 
continue our descent. We thought if we waited 
long enough they would go away and leave the 
way clear for us. They obviously had seen us, and 
it was equally apparent they had no fear of us. 
The American said he was sure we would even- 
tually see them drop on all fours like bears, But 
they never did. Their faces I could not see in de- 
tail, but the heads were squarish, and the ears 
must lie close to the skull because there was no 
protrusion from the silhouette across the snow. 
The shoulders sloped sharply down to the power- 
ful chest. The arms were long and reached the 
level of the knees. Seen in profile, the back of the 
head was a straight line from the crown into the 


into the distance and dismiss them as either a 
bear or big ape of the orangu-tang species. At 
close range they defied facile description. There 
was something both of the bear and the ape about 
their general shape, but they could not be mis- 
taken for either. The color was a rusty kind of 
brown. They appeared to be covered by two 
distinct kinds of hair — reddish hair which gave 
them the characteristic color forming a tight, 
close fur against the body, mingling with which 
were long, loose, straight hairs hanging down- 
wards which had a slight greyish tinge as the light 
caught them... 

“They were doing nothing but moving around 
slowly together, occasionally stopping to look 
around them, like people admiring a view. Their 
heads turned towards us now and agian, but their 
interest in us seemed to be of the slightest . . . I 
looked back and the pair was standing still, arms 
swinging slightly, as though listening intently. 
What were they? For~years they remained a 
mystery to me, but recently I have read of scien- 
tific expeditions to discover the abominable snow- 
man in the Himalayas, and studied descriptions 
of the creatures given by native hillmen. I believe 
that on that day we may have encountered two of 
the animals, I do insist, however, that recent 
estimates of their height as about five feet must 
be wrong. The minimum height of a full-grown 
specimen must be around seven feet.” 


In 1948 an unusual story surfaced concerning two 
Norwegian uranium prospectors named Aave Throberg 
and Jan Frostis. Thorberg and Frostis were working 
for the Indian government, looking for uranium ore. 
Camped in an area called the Zemu-la, between the 


shoulders, ‘like a damn Prussian,’ as P. put it. We 
decided unanimously that we were examining a 
type of creature of which we had no previous 
experience in the wild, in zoos or in literature. 
I would have been easy to see them waddle off 
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borders of Nepal and Sikkim, the two men awoke o! 
morning to find footprints around their campsit 
They followed the prints up to an altitude of /é,&& 
feet, where they were attacked by what they claime: 
were a pair of abominable snowmen. Frostis was al 
legedly injured in the encounter. The two prospecto’ 
had to make a quick run to Darjeeling where Frosti 
was hospitalized due to injuries. 
Sightings of the Asian bigfoot mushroomed in thi 
/€&’s as several expeditions seriously investigated thi 
phenomenon. In 1950 natives reported snowmen sight 
ings in several different locations. There was one sight 
ing by a large group of monks near Thyangboche. 
A bigfoot ventured out of the wilderness and began t 
hang around the monastery at Thyangboche fi 
several weeks. The beast was finally driven away when 
the monks blew bugles, pounded on gongs and scream: 
ed at the creature. In 1951, Eric Shipton, the fame 
mountain-climber, discovered tracks and photogaphed 
them on his way to Mt. Everest with an expedition. 

In 1952 several sherpas claimed they watched 
snowman for several hours near Mamche-Bazar. Sir 
Edmund Hillary and George Lowell discovered “snow 
man” hair in a high mountain pass. Footprints were 
also reported by a Swiss group. In 1953, a Tibetan 
holy man reported that he ran into a bigfoot in Assam. 
The lama reported the creature carried two large 
rocks, but did not in any way make a threatening 
gesture toward the monk. That same year Sir Edmun 
Hillary found another set of tracks in the snow. 

In 1954 the London Daily Mail financed an expedi- 
tion to find the abominable snowman. Tracks were 
discovered in several locations. The expedition returned 
without their prize. Three other groups also discovered 
footprints that same year. In 1955, the famed climber 
Heurta was the leader of an Argentinian mountaineer- 
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ing expedition that tried to conquer Mt. Everest. 
Heurta told newsmen that one of his porters had been 
murdered during andencounter with a snowmen on 
the mountain. There was never any additional in- 
formation given on this alleged encounter. Tracks were 
also discovered by other parties in the region. And in 
1956, author and paranormal investigator John Keel 
tracked a snowman for two days through a swamp, 
caught a glimpse of the creature and then lost its trail. 

In 1957, the First Slick Expedition was sponsored 
by Texas oilman Tom Slick. This group found hair 
and footprints at several locations. Two porters claimed 
that abominable snowmen had been sighted in the 
same region that year. Peter and Bryan Bryne said 
they caught a glimpse of the snowman when the Slick 
expedition was in the Arun valley. In 1958 Gerald 
Russell and Two porters with the second Slick expedi- 
tion encountered a small snowman near a river. Ad- 
ditional footprints were also found in 1959 by the third 
Slick expedition and members of a Japanese group 
know as the Fukuoka Daigaku Japanese expedition. 

In the 1060’s several expeditions formed to track 
down the elusive Asian bigfoot. Sir Edmund Hillary, 
the man who conquered Mt. Everest, created a sensa- 
tion when he returned to London with the alleged 
scalp of a yeti. Sir Hillary proved the so-called scalp 
was actually made from a rare goat skin. He declared 
the yeti tracks were actually those of foxes, bears or 
other animals whose footprints were enlarged as they 
melted in the sun. 

One of the best pieces of photographic evidence in 
the saga was supplied by mountaineers Eric Shipton 
and Michael Ward during the 1951 Everest Recon- 
naissance Expedition. The two men were exploring 
near the head of the Menlung galcier, at approximately 
20,000 feet altitude. This region is close to theboundary 
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line between Tibet and Nepal. After moving slowly 
across an ice fall, the two men approached the glacie 
late in the afternoon. They discovered fresh tracks i 
the deep snow. 
Following the tracks, the two men descended down: 
ward along the mountain and discovered fresher prints, 
Shipton took several photographs of the series of foot: 
prints. The remarkable pictures. offered the first solid 
evidence that could be analyzed by investigators. { 
In 1972 a sherpa named Da Tremba reported sigh 
ing a yeti in the Arun valley. He reportedly saw the 
creature in mid-stream of a river called the Chhoyang 
Khola. The encounter took placed at night. Da Temb 
reported the snowman was no more than five feet 
tall. Hearing noises in the rive near his camp, the 
sherpa had gone to the river’s edge and turned on 
flashlight. The bean struck the face of the creature — 
and it immediately vanished. Da Temba was a porter 
with an expedition at that time. Members of the group 
found tracks near the river the next morning. 
In March, 1967, a veteran mountain guide, Nawang 
Gombu, the only man to climb Mr. Everest twice, told. 
newsmen that in his opinion the abominable snowma 
had vanished into total extinction. Gombu reported 
never doubted that the Asian bigfoot did once exist. 


slopes of Mt. Everest,” ve 
heard the high-pitched, tiger-like screams of the yeti 
as a child. Now, however, I have to conclude that the 
yeti has decreased in numbers until it has become 
totally extinct.” 

Despite Gombu’s conviction that the yeti has gone 
the way of the dinosaur, there have been several report 
the past decade of snowmen being captured by the 
various native tribes. All attempts to track down thes 
remors have proved fruitless. One report in 1970 
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claimed that a Russian expedition into the Himalayas 
captured a live specimen. The leader of the Soviet 
expedition denied the story. Periodically, however, 
rumors out of Russian tell of a new, well-financed 
study of abominable snowmen. One persistent rumor 
claims the Russians have started a breeding program 
of sub-human creatures to be utilized in warfare. 
The image of a band of trained, ferocious apr-men 
roaring across a battlefield is a chilling vision. Attempts 
to trace down this rumor have been unsuccessful. 

The Russians don’t deny that they've been very 
active in the hunt for an abominable snowman. _ 
They’ve pointed out a possible error that may have 
been made during previous searches by American 
and English expeditions. The Western groups investi- 
gated the region that lies just south of the Himalayas. 
The Russians claim that the yeti is sighted more often 
in the deserts of Tibet and northwestern China than 
anywhere else in Asia. 

There have also been rumors that several snowmen 
have been captured during this century. Dr. Samuel 
Morton recites the famous “ape-woman of Patang” as 
an example of these unverified captive Sasquatch. He 
reports that in 1913 a hairy, female “ape-woman” 
was captured by an expedition of Chinese mountaineers 
in the Himalaya mountains. Native guides declared 
the creature to be a yeti. The ape-woman was brought 
to Patang, Sinkaing province, China, where she was 
exhibited to a curious public in a carnival-like atmos- 
phere. Dr. Gordon Mueller, a noted investigator of 
oriental and occult medical practices, is said to have 
examined the creature on several occasions. 

“She stood about eight feet tall, weighed slightly 
more than 500 Ibs., and had enormous pendulous 
breasts,” recorded Dr. Mueller. “Her body was 
immense size and I examined her frequently, although 
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I was concerned that she might become annoyed with 
my examinations. She could certainly have killed be 
with one blow of her mighty arms. Her body was cove 
ed with reddish-black hair, the only exceptions being 
the soles of her feet and the palms of her hands. There 
was a small area on the buttocks regions where hair 
was missing, but this may have been due to patches 
worn off by sitting on the ground. Hair was not grow 
ing on a slight area around and above her eyes. Her 
hair was fairly bristly, quite coarse, and was approx: 
imately two inches in length on her stomach and along 
her back.” 

Dr. Mueller felt the so-called “ape-woman” was 
more human than ape. 

He said: “She had a definite language that was com: 
posed of grunts, whistles and gurgling sounds. They 
changed in tone and frequency according to her 
moods. She made many shrill, high-pitched cries as if 
she was attempting to call other members of her family 
or her tribe to rescue her. She became very despon- 
dent at times, refusing both food and water when she 
was depressed, but she did learn to enjoy cooked food 
during her captivity. The man who exhibited her i 
the community was liberal in his daily meals and she 
gained quite a bit of poundage. Unfortunately I did 
not have the facilities to weigh her.” 

Although he was not a trained anthropoligist, Dr. 
Mueller felt the ape-woman needed to be studied by 
trained observers. “I wired several universities and 
urged their professors to hurry to Pantang and study 
the creature,” he wrote. “Apparently most of these” 
people must have assumed I was an old China-hand 
who had become too involved with the rice wine. Not 
a single one replied to my telegrams or answered by 
letters.” 4 
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Around her fifth month of captivity, the female yeti 
became infected with one of the many diseases that 
periodically sweep through China. She weakened and 
then died. At this time, Europe was becoming a tinder 
box that quickly flared into the hostilities of World 
War I. Dr. Mueller returned to England, entered the 
Armed Services, and Served his country. In 1920 he 
secured funds and returned to Pantang to exhume the 
skeleton. He hoped to ship the remains okf the ape- 
woman to Europe where the bones could be studied 
by trained scientists. 

“The mountaineers had sold the poor creature to 
the carnival,” he related. “In my absence, the carnival 
operator had left Pantang for parts unknown. There 
was no one in the village who knew where the awesome 
creature had been buried. I tried to trace down the 
carnival owner, but that was impossible. I was short on 
funds and had to return to England, convinced that I 
was leaving one of the worlds most incredible dis- 
coveries lying in Patang in an unmarked grave.” 

Today the thought that we might unceremoniously 
bury an ape-woman seems astonishing. However, we've 
provided the yeti with the name of abominable snow- 
man and an aura of mystery. To the sherpa’s of Nepal 
Tibetans, and other orientals, the Asian bigfoot is — 
just another species of wild animal life. The natives 
possibly feel the beast is to be avoided because of its 
powerful strength. They treat them as we might a lion, 
tiger or gorilla. 

The omen of bad luck that surrounds the sighting 
of the snowmen is due to their unusual habits. They 
seldom venture close to civilization except during ex- 
treme winters. Natives only see a snowman during a 
time of severe weather. Bad storms are trouble to 
snowmen and the natives alike. This may be where the 
superstition started. : 
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Skeptical scientists view the reports of bigfoot 
the world as nothing more than the product of hon 
Sapiens’ overactive imaginations. 

“Well, old fellow, if these creatures are supposed 
be lurking in the wilderness, why doesn’t someo 


stumble over a dead body”? they inquire. “Are we i) 


believe that these alleged ape-men just amble off to 
in some hidden snowman’s grave? Do they vanish when 
they reach advanced age? You can’t expect anyone 
believe that these sub-human creatures hold some cod 
of burial rites over their fallen companions. If there 
are that many snowmen in the world, why can’t we 
produce an actual body — dead or alive?” ( 
Bigfoot hunters admit the evidence for the exist 
of snowmen is indeed slim. “Perhaps they do bury 
dead members of their tribes,” said Dr. Samuel Morton, 
“With such a large number of these creatures appar 
ently, we should have a few skeletons and bodies, 
However I believe the answer lies in local customs 
which means that a dead snowman is quickly turned 
into medicine.” * 
When Dr, J.G. Andersson arrived at Peking in 1914, 
he was a consultant to the Chinese government. Un 
that time there had been little attention paid to 
paleontological treasures to be found in the Orient, 
Dr. Anderson was alarmed to find that cleaver Chinese 
merchants were putting a healthy sound in their cash 
registers by selling old fossils. The ancient bones vere 
termed lung-ku and attributed with great medicin; 
properties. These so-called “dragon-bones” were often 
nothing more than fossil bones and teeth. They we: 
dissolved in acid, mixed with a liberal dash of aromatic 
herbs, brewed with a liberal dose of superstition, am 
consumed in fast quantities by the orientals. Dr 
Anderson’s pioneer efforts led to the discovery of the 
famed Peking Man, but the best efforts of scientis 
have not slowed the okriental traffic in old bones. 
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As Dr. Andersson and other scientists discovered, 
oriental medicine is a unique profession, inscrutible 
to the average Westerner. Such exotic items as snake- 
stones, dragon bones, dried bat-wings and other un- 
usual concoctins are sold for priceless amounts in the 
apothecary shops. The oriental medicine man attrib- 
utes potent healing properties to momuyam, a rare 
medicine allegedly composed from the pulverized 
bones and essence of boiled yeti. Until the communist 
regime took over China, and eventually invaded Tibet, 
sharp merchants had their agents traveling throughout 
the outermost reaches of the Himalayas. The traveling 
representatives offered a lucrative price to any lucky 
native who came up with the body of a dead bigfoot. 

“The whole practice is beastly and is probably a 
throwback from the time when mankind engaged in 
ancient cannibalistic rites,” declared Dr. Samuel 
Morton. “The ancients believed that consuming an 
enemy or eating the body of a ferocious wild animal 
endowed a person with the power of the dead creature. 
This is apparently where these oriental practices started, 
and they still exist over there. : 

Since the Chinese takeover, there have been limited 
reports from Asia. One interested report leaped into 
the pages of the world’s newspapers in /é. It came from 
the Indian village of Talab Malkoti, Cajmoli district 
of India. The elders of the village claimed their town 
was being invaded by a tribe of wild men. Cajmoli 
district, which lies in the lower reaches of the Himalayan 
mountains, is an isolated region with heavy forests. It 
contains approxiamtely a million inhabitants. For the 
past several years, villagers claim to have waged a 
series of skirmishes with “wild men” who live in the 
hills beyond the town. While the village authorities 
have tried to capture these creatures, the invaders 
quickly disappeared back into the forest at the first 
signs of danger. 
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The wanamanushas are known as “wicked wild m 
and they have’ been seen in the Cajmoli district for 
hundreds of years, according to the news reports. “Th 
are very hairy, well-built, and their arms are so long 
they touch their knees when they stand erect,” said the 
village chieftan. Many villages claim the wanamanushas 
prey on their crops, haunt the jungles near the village, 
and demand food, grain, salt and other foodstuffs. 

“They cannot speak our language but make their 
wants known by gestures with their hairy arms,” the 
villagers informed the authorities in New Delhi. “The 
last few years they have become much bolder. They 
are much more persistent in their demands for food 
and other supplies.” ‘ 

The Cajmoli natives claim that these “wild, hairy 
men” were raiding their villages during howling 
midnight forays. “They kidnap our women and carry 
them off to their caves,” they complained. Newspapers — 
in New Delhi periodically printed stories about young 
girls who were captured by raiding gangs ofvananan- 
ushas that swoop down during midnight attacks. Before 
the Indian government slapped a cloak of censorship — 
over that nation’s newspapers, a New Delhi publication 
told of a frightened young woman who was dragged 
from her home and carried into the mountains by 
band of hairy wild men. The captive girl was shoved 
into a guarded cave and allegedly assaulted repeatedly 
by these hairy creatures. Finally two of the largest wild 
men claimed the girl as their personal companions, 
Sputtering and howling like enraged gorillas, the two. 
wild men fought a raging battle to the death over the 
girl. During the brawl, the young woman slipped out 
of the cave. She escaped through the forest. She was 
found in a dazed condition and near death by a search 


party. 


en 
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“The young woman has been placed in a hospital 
for the insane,” said the New Delhi newspaper. “She 


_ sits and stares both day and night. When she is touched 


by a friendly attendant she screams in terror and 
crawls under her bed. Her doctors believe that she will 
never recover from the frightening experience.” 

There has been a controversial scientific argument 
raging around the Asian bigfoot since the first reports 
out of the Himalayas. Dr. Norman Byhrenfurth ac- 
companied an expedition into the Himalayas several 
years ago. He has adopted an open-minded attitude 
toward the possibility of bigfoot existing in that area. 
Dr. Byhrenfurth inspected a bigfoot cave, collected 
castings of footprints, and found samples of discarded 
food scrapes. he also discovered samples of reddish- 
brown and silver-grey hair. Dr. Byhrenfurth has put 
forth the hypothesis that the bigfoot is a form of sub- 
human. He explained that the largest of the species is 
approximately eight to nine feet in height. The smallest 
is about four feet tall. 

Skeptical scientists however snort with indignation. 
They claim the entire matter is the product of local 
myths, legends and oriental folk tales. They claim that 
the stories of bigfoot fit precisely into man’s mythology 
about monsters. They dismiss the accounts by explorers 
and natives who claim to have seen a new primate, 

“TI know that this week, this month, or this year; 
sometime in the near future, people who believe in the 


_ abominable snowman will be proven right,” said Dr. 


Samuel Morton before his death. “Then the world will 
know that the snowmen of the Himalayas are real.” 
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THE MYSTERIOUS WILD APE-MEN ~ 
OF SOUTH AMERICA 


I had, at the time, two pigs and an Irish — 
dog, who were always in great dread of — 
them. An archer had wounded an animal — 
like and ape, exept that it was larger, and p. 
had the face of a man. The arrow had — 
pierced it from the neck to the tail, which 
made it so fierce that they were obliged to — 
disable by cutting of one of its arms and a 
leg. One of the pugs grew wild on seeing this 
and fled; upon which I ordered the begare 
(as the inhabitants called him) to be thrown 
to the pig, and though the animal was nearly 
dead, and the arrow had passed quite 
through his body, yet he threw his tail 
around the snout of the pig, and then, hold- 
ing him firmly, siezed him by the nape of the 
neck with his remaining hand, as if he were 
engaged with an enemy. The action was so 
novel and extraordinary that I have thought 
it worthwhile to describe here. 

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS; 
Journal of His Voyage to the 
New World 


Christopher Columbus recorded that he was sai 
slowly down along the coast of Honduras, along 
Mosquito Coast, near the village kof Cariari. Th 
begare was captured during his fourth and final voyagi 


to the new world. We can only speculate on the identity _ 


of the begare. Undoubtedly this is the first report 6 
such creatures in either North or South America. 
Was the begare a half-man, half-ape, like the abomin 
able snowmen of the Himalaya Mountains? Could < 
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begare have been as ancestor of the Bigfoot? Or was _ 
Christopher Columbus providing thrills to the king and 
queen of Spain with new fantasies about the new world? 
An inspection of the old explorer’s journal reveals 
Columbus was an unsatisfactory reporter. He said the 
small island of San Salvador had a harbor large enough 
to hold all of the “ships in Christiandom.” He made 
ridiculous claims of sighting men with dog’s heads, a 
tribe of people with tails, lions, elephants and tigers. 
Columbus claimed the griffin, a legendary beast with 
the head and wings of an eagle, and the body of a lion, 
existed in the new world. He also told of meeting a 
group of people with a single, cyclopean eye. If 
Columbus was a modern astronaut, his lunar voyage 
would undoubtedly provide similar tales. 

Like grotesque images from a terrible nightmare, 
the wild ape-men of South America come pounding 
through the pages of history. There have been reports 
of these creatures since Columbus reached the new 
world. As we know, there are no known specie of apes 
living in the vasr wilderness of South America. Yet, 
early explorers encountered some sort of wild, ape- 
like beings who prowled the boondocks, Even today 
there are periodical news reports of strange primates 
living in South America’s dense forests and jungles. 

After Columbus, the next report of a creature like 
Bigfoot came from Sir Walter Raleigh, the famed 
English explorer. During his conquest of the “empire 
of Guiana” in 1595, the Englishman heard numerous 
rumors about an ape-like being. There have been 
reports of similar creatures in that same area in 
modern times. Sir Walter Raleigh was told of a bigfoot- 
like creature who avoided contact with the natives. 
These “manimals” were said to be very ferocious when 
their territory was invaded. Raleigh said: “For mine 
owne part, I saw them not, but I am resolved that so 
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many people did not all combine or forthinke to make 
the report.” 
Following the Spanish conquest of Peru, Incan 
natives watched bitterly as long columns of Spa 
conquistadors invaded their land. Castilian arm 
glistened in the bright sunlight. Bloodthirsty soldier 
followed crafty Francisco Pizzaro, an explorer with the 
greed and instincts of a gangster. Once they had en- 
forced Spanish rule, the rapacious and gold-hungry 
, Spaniards set out to explore New Spain. The soldiers 
and civil administrators looted the natural resources 
of this colony. They were accompanied by a group of 
scholars who chronicled the mysteries of the new world, 
Digging into these musty old journals, we find more 
accounts of large, hairy primates. Whether these sight 
ings were of a dying band of apes, or a South American 
version of the legendary Bigfoot, is a question fogged 
with controversy. : 
One of the first Spanish reports was recorded by 
Pedro Cieza de Leon. The soldier-monk reported i 
chapter XCV of his Chronicles of Peru about inter- 
course between giant female apes and Indians in the 
interior of South America. A translation reads: 


“They also say there are very large female apes 
who walk and go about in the trees. By tempta- — 
tion of the devil, who at all times lies in wait, men — 
may commit great and deadly sins and use these 
apes as women. And they affirm that these apes 
sometimes give birth to monsters with the heads 
and private parts of men, with the hands and 
feet of apes. Also they have bodies of monstrous 
shape and covered with hair. Indeed, if they speak 
the truth, they resemble the devil, their father. 
They tell more: that the monsters have no speech 
except a dreadful howl or moan . . . It pains me 
greatly to say that such things are possible. 
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“In 1549, I traveled to Los Charcos to see the 
provinces and cities there. I begged President 
Gasca to provide me with letters of intreduction 
to all the outlying mayors so thata I might explore 
the most notable of the provinces. 

“I chanced to sleep in a tent one night with a 
nobleman from Malaga. His name was Don Inigo 
Lopez de Nuncilba. He mentioned that one of 
his friends had seen in the montana one of these 
monsters that was dead. The creature was of the 
shape already mentioned. 

“And in LaPaz, Juan de Vargas told me that 
the Indians of Guanuco told him they heard the 
howling of these devil-monsters. I have also heard 
that Francisco de Almendras of LaPlata caught 
an Indian woman committing this sin with a dog. 
She was ordered to be burned. . . Let us pray to 
our Lord that he will not suffer sins so hideous 
and enormous.” 


Looking back over a span of more than four cent- 
uries, we can see that the old chronicler provided an 
amazingly accurate description of a modern Bigfoot. 
The old soldier-monk and his contemporaries did not 
know that intercourse between animals and homo 
sapiens does not create devil-like monsters. However, 
such beastial acts would be one way of explaining an 
animal that is part human, part ape. The puzzling 
part of his narrative is that both the Spaniards and 
natives of that time accepted apes in South America. 
Since then, despite several expeditions and intense 
exploration, no scientist has ever captured or sighted 
an ape in South America. 

La Miscellanianea Austral was published at Lima, 
Peru on “sixth day Septembro 1601 anos.” This ex- 
tremely rare volume was written by Don Diago de 
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Avalos y Figueroa, another monk. He tells about the 
Sacharunas, another ape-like creature that resembles 


bigfoot. Don Diago recorded: 


“sometimes I have heard them discussed, al- 
though not at the length that might be wished. 
As the Indians relate, these animals are like apes, 
very big and their stature is almost always equal 

to that of a lad of 12 years of age. They walk almost 
always on two feet. Their face is more like that 
of the human than either an ape or a monkey. 
They have hair all over their body, but hair is 
absent from their face. They have feet like those 
of a human being, the major difference being that 
their feet can be flexed like the human hand. 

“The Indians claim they had a rare very special 
instinct. They say they teach them to throw 
lances at deer and other fleet-footed animals. 
Others say they are skilled in playing the tabor 
(a drum). Some affirm that these species have 
horns, but I have not seen them, but have heard 
their voices from afar. These are like an Ordinary 
human voice. I have seen one dead because it 
wandered too far up into the cold country. I 
observed various peculiar features which I have 
referred to. He who brought the body to me 
assured me that at the place where he saw it at 
close range, it was melancholy. It lost the desire 
fto eat and died. The great amount of food for 
his usual diet did not save it. That diet consists 
of the almonds from the Andes, some fruit ‘and 
some flesh-meat. 

“T have heard of the like of these many times. 
I have never given entire credit to these accounts, 
as I have given here at this time. I judge it to be 
some mythical animal like the satyr faun or 
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sylvanus that the poets call the gods of the forest. 
According to its usual instincts, this description 
fit them and no less because the Indians say these 
creatures will not speak in the presence of humans 
lest services or tributes be demanded of them. 

“. . . Their diet contains nuts from the almond 
tree and are not bad in taste, but they sour very 
quickly, The tree is very tall, upright and smooth 
right up to the top where the branches grow 
out like the Spanish cypress. It is so lofty that one 
can scarce view the fruit, which are sort of balls 
as large as grapefruit, of very hard wood. Inside 
are the almonds appearing like the quarters of an 
orange, covered in the same way with another 
strong inner shell. 

“Since this tree is so high, how do these animals 
manage to gather their fruit? I’m told they do not 
climb up to them because that is impossible. They 
wait until the nuts are ripe and fall just as we 
gather ours. When they pick the nuts up they 
have not had time to become rancid. Yet, it must 
be that these animals cannot always find these 
nuts, nor find the deet which they hunt.” 


\ 


Here we have an account by a competent observer 
reports the sacharunas are also similar to a modern 
Bigfoot..He reported observing the corpse of a dead 
creature. Like everything else in life, we can accept 
this account as true or false. The mystery is what has 
happened to these creatures. How and why did they 
vanish? Are they now extinct? As I wrote in’ Lost City 
of the Ancients (Zebra Books, New York, 1976), civili- 
zation may have advanced on their territory. It would 
have become necessary for the sacharunas to move 
further back into the mountainous forests or jungles. 
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It seems incredible that the Spaniards did not try to 
capture such and unusual creature. However, the 
Spaniards lusted only for gold. Rare animals were 
given little attention by either the soldiers, priests 
or administrators of New Spain. 

After an initial surge of exploration throughout 
South America, the conquistadors and monks returned 
home. The next generation of Spaniards to enter New 
Spain were civil servants, bureaucrats and accountants. 
Their mission was to strip the colonies of their immense 
wealth, shipping the riches to Spain. These dry, 
humorless men set the character of Spanish conquest 
for the next two hundred years. 

Accountants of Bigfoot creatures in South America 
diminished. This was due to the paranoia of the Span- 
ish government. Scientists, tourists, and professors 
were forbidden to travel the borders of Spain’s South 
American colonies. The Portuguese in Brazil, and the 
English in British Guiana, also adopted some of these 
restrictive travel measures. Only in the last century has 


free travel been allowed in Sout America. Intent on — 


maintaining control over their South American hold- 
ings, the invaders paid scant attention to science. 

In 1769, Dr. Edward Bancroft was allowed to travel 
to the interior of Guiana. A noted botanist, naturalist, 
and medical doctor, Bancroft was a remarkable person. 
Later, he spied on Benjamin Franklin when that il- 
lustrious American patriot sought aid from France 
during the American Revolution. A competent and 
well-trained individual with a natural instinct for 
intrigue, Bancroft nearly succeeded in keeping France 
out of the war. He almost chaged the history of 
America. During his tour of South America, Bancroft 
also heard about a primate with Bigfoot-like charac- 
teristics. His An Essay of the Natural History of 
Guiana, (London, 1770), included this comment: 

“Tt is much larger than the Africa (chim- 
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panzee) or oriental, if the accounts of the natives 
may be relied upon . . . They were represented 
by the Indians as being near five feet in height, 
maintaining an erect position, and having a 
human form, thinly covered with short black 
hair; but I suspect their height has been augment- 
ed by the fears of the Indians who greatly dread 
themii3i7° 


Three decaded late, in March, 1799, Baron Alex- 
ander von Humbolt was granted an audience with © 
King Charles IV at his palace in Aranjuev. Although 
he was not yet thirty years of age, Humboldt had 
already estblished a legendary reputation in natural 
history, botany, physiology, and geology. After a 
lengthy conversation with the king, Baron von 
Humboldt was granted one of the rarest documents 
of the time. He was issued a passport by King Charles 
IV that allowed unlimited travel throughout the 
Spanish colonies in South America. 

That passport led to a five-year trip through Cuba, 
Central America, South America and portions of the 
United States. During his journeys into the unexplored 
areas of the upper Orinocco River, Baron von 
Humboldt recorded a story about “hairy men of the 
forest.” These wild men, according to the local Indians, 
built crude huts far back in the hills. They often 
ambushed unwary travelers, killing them and eating 
their flesh. 

These hairy wild men were also alleged to make 
midnight raids into the Indian Villages where they 
kidnapped women, carrying the hapless victims back 
to their camps. Humboldt recorded that there was a 
wide-spread belief in that region that the creatures 
actually existed. This belief was shared by both native 


Indians and the Spanish missionaries. 
Hairy ape-men are also mentioned in the mythology 
of the Guatemalan Indians, In that region the forest 
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monster is called El Stsemzte. Once again, we find a 1 


creature that is taller than a man. It is also described 
as being part man, part ape. El Sisemite is said to be 
powerful enough to uproot small trees. His wiry coat 
of hair is thick enough to stop a bullet. 4 


The Guatemalan Indians claim El Sisemite fre- 


quently has designs on their women. There are 
numerous folk tales of females being carried off by 
these beasts. Other tales say that male Indians have 
been crushed or pummeled to death by these forest 
creatures. El Szsemite alos kidnaps children, carrying 
them off to some isolated cave, hoping the children 
will teach the animals to speak. One legend in 
Guatemala says these jungle giants seek the mastery of 
fire. The Indians reveal there is evidence that these 
creatures often warm themselves after a campfire 
has been abandoned. 

The Matto Grosso region of Brazil is one of the 
world’s most dense jungles. Natives in that area fear 
a monstrous man-beast called the mapinguary. This 
manimal is supposedly so powerful that it can kill oxen 
by jerking out their tongues. In On The Track of — 
Unknown Animals (Hill and Wang, New York; 1959 _ 
Dr. Bernard Heuvelmans published a scholarly, yet 
fasinating, account of unknown animals throughout 
the world. Dr. Heuvelmans included a report on.the 
mapinguary that was forwarded by Senhora Anna 
Isabel de Sal Leitao Texeira. She had received the 


report from a respected Brazilian journalist. = 


The account tells of a gentleman named Inocencio, 
the leader of an expedition into the Urubu watershed. 
Pursuing a group of monkeys, Inocencio is led astray 
form his party. Hoping to shoot one of the black 


monkeys, Inocencio forgot about time. Suddenly, the 
Jungle darkens as the sun sets. As the dusk deepened, 


Inocencio was surprised to hear what appeared to be 

a man screaming — a terrible, frightening roar. The 

shout was followed by the thud of heavy footsteps 
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moving toward him. 

“Then a silhouette the size of.a man of middle height 
appeared in the clearing,” Inocencio recalled. The 
frightened hunter quickly climbed into a large tree. 
He found refuge in a fork between the tree limbs, 
loaded his gun and watched apaprehensively as the 
beast roared again. 

The creature moved across the clearing and looked 
suspiciously up at the hunter in the tree. When the 
mapinguary roared for the third time, Inocencio fired 
his rifle. There was a harsh scream. Inocencio was 
shocked to see the jungle monster rushing toward him. 
The creature made a low growling roar as Inocencio 
fired a second bullet into the hairy body. Screaming 
with pain, the creature leaped behind a barricade of 
undergrowth and brush, The hunter later observed 
that: “The roars of the animal that attacked me that 
night were more terrible and deafening than a 
jaguar’s.” 

Incencio did not venture down from his safe perch 
in the tree until sunrise. With the daylight, he discover- 
ed the mapinguary had vanished during the night. 
There was blood scattered about the clearing. The 
hunter noticed a sour smell that lingered over the entire 
area. An experienced hunter, Inocencio made no 
attempt to follow the trail of the wounded beast. When 
the sun was well up in the sky, Inocencio checked 
his directions and started toward the spot where his 
group was camped. Moving through the jungle at 
top speed, he heard the welcome sound of his friends 
firing shots to direct him to the camp. 

Tnocencio rejoined the expedition, believing that he 
encountered a mapinguary. he said the mapinguary 
was not invulnerable. “Everyone says that to kill the 
mapinguary, you must shoot it in the one vulnerable 
spot,” said Inocencio. “That spot is supposed to be 
the middle of the belly. I don’t know where by bullets 
struck the mapinguary, but I do know it was hit, for 
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there was blood all over the clearing.” 
Another sighting of a bizarre creature took place in 
1931 during an expedition to British Guiana. Professor 
Nello Beccari, a noted Italina anthropologist, obtained 
a report on a didi from a British magistrate named 
Haines. The Britisher told of running across two 
strange animals who walked erect on their hind feet. 
He was puzzled because the creatures had human 
features, but their bodies were completely covered with 
a reddish-brown hair. When they encountered Haines, 
the two animals quickly slippe back into the forest. 
They never took their eyes off the British magistrate 
who stood staring, completely baffled at their appear- 
ance. 

Another sighting of a dédz took place when a gentle- 
men by the name of Miejam guided an Italian expedi- 
tion up the Berbice River. Beyond Mambaca, the 
group spotted two human-like figures on the river 
bank. 

“How's the fishing,” Miejam called to them. 

The fisherman looked up, apparently startled by 
Miejam and his companions in thier boats. They slip- 
ped away into the forest before the guide could land. 
Investigating this strange behavior, Miejam’s expedition 
looked about the riverbank, They were astonished to 
find that the footprints in the mud resembled those 
of apes rather than men. 

In 1927, the late Dr. Thomas Gann was looking for 
old Mayan ruins in the jungles of Honduras. One 
afternoon Gann was warned to get away from a certain 
ruin he was investigating. “There’s a terrible beast who 
lives in this part of the forest,” and Indian guide in- 
formed Dr. Gann. “The beast leaps upon men from 
behind and kills them with his sharp claws.” 

Dr. Gann expressed his doubts about such creatures. 

“Perhaps it’s jungle cat,” he said. 

“It isn’t,” insisted the Indian. “I’ve seen the body 
of a man who was clawed to pieces by this creature.” 
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Dr. Gann became convinced that a strange, dif- 
ferent animal was prowling around in the Honduran 
jungle. With the assistance of his Indian guide, the 
explorer found tracks in a muddy slope. He returned 
the tracks were formed like the first finger and thumb 
of a giant human hand that ended in a large claw. 

Although Dt. Gann never sighted the jungel creature 
on that occasion, he did see an ape-like beast when 
he was treveling with another expedition through the 
marshy land along the banks of the Rio Hondo River 
near the border of British Honduras. 

“We saw a beast of an unknown type that had a 
large body,” Dr. Gann said later. “The creature was 
covered with a matted black mass of fur. The head 
was obscured by a white mane that hid the features. 
It moved about on all fours like a large ape. It dis- 
appeared into the forest without noticing any of us or 
our horses.” 

In 1868 Charles Barrington Brown, the government 
surveyor in British Guian, heard that a tribe of hairy 
wild men lived on the Upper Mazaruni River near the 
Venezuelan frontier. In his book, Canoe and Camp 
Life in Britésh Guiana, published in London in 1876, 
Brown reported: 


“The first night after leaving Peaimah we heard 
a long, loud, and most melancholy whistle, pro- 
ceeding from the directing of the depths of the 
forest, at which some of the men exclaimed, in 
awed tone of voice, ‘the dédz$’ Two or three times 
the whistle was repeated, like that made by a 
human being, beginning in a high key and dying 
slowly and gradually away in a low one... 

“The ‘dzdz’ is said by the Indians to be a short, 
thick-set, and powerful wild man, whose body is 
covered with hair, and who lives in the forest. A 
Belief in the existence of this fabulous creature is 
universal over the whee British, Venezuela and 


Brazilian Guiana. On theDenerara River, some 
years after this, I met a half-bred woodcutter, 
who related an encounter that he had with two 
didi — a male and a female — in which he 
successfully resisted theri attacks with his axe. In 
the fray, he stated that he was a good deal 


scratched,” 
Roger Courteville, a civil engineer, spent most of his 


life in South America. An adventurous man, Courteville 
was the first person to travel across the continent of 
South America from Rio de Janeiro to La Paz by auto- 
mobile. In his book, Les Indiens in Inconnus de 
L’Amazonie, published in Paris in 1951, and in mag- 
azine articles, Courteville tells of an encounter with a 
myaterious creature near the Columbia-Venezuelan 
border. He wrote: 


“Only a few yards away, a creature resembling 
an Indian of unknown race, started at me with a 
vacant eye. A prominent brow overhung it very 
soft grey-blue eyes. A dark hairless face rose above 
its receding chin. It has a a tuft of thick hair. 
on the crown of its forehead; a powerful neck 
towered above its broad V-shaped thorax; long, 
reddish hair covered its limbs and body. Its bestial 
appearance contrasted, however, with its peaceful 
attitude. 

“Was it a man? Was it a monkey? It seemed 
rather a monstrous hybrid of the two, a creature 
born of the unspeakable amours of an Indian 
woman and a spider-monkey. Its upper arms 
seemed longer that its forearms, just as its thighs 
seemed longer than its shins. The footprints that 
it left in the sand revealed to me that the creature 
walked on the outside edge of its feet, just like 
chimpanzees. 

“I was protected by a bowie knife that was 
fastened to my belt. Lae the knife would be of 
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great assistance in the event of a hand-to-hand 
fight with this unusually-muscular beast. I got up 
gently from by crouching position, without taking 
my eyes off the beast for a moment. I approached 
it slowly and cautiously. 

“The creature’s eyes darted from side to side 
as I approached. It seemed unable to look directly 
into my eyes. I was approximately two yards away, 
on the crown of its forehead; a powerful neck 
towered above its broad V-shaped thorax; long, 
reddish hair covered its limbs and body. Its bestial 
appearance contrasted contrasted, however, with 
its peaceful attitude. 

“Was it a man? Was it a monkey? It seemed 
rather a monstrous hybrid of the two, a creature 
born of the unspeakable amours of an Indian 
woman and a spider-monkey. Its upper arms 
seemed longer than its forearms, just as its thighs 
seemed longer than its shins. The footprints that 
it left in the sand revealed to me that the creature 
walked on the outside edge ofits feet, just like 
chimpanzees. 

“I was protected by a bowie knife that was 
fastened to my belt. I knew the knife would be of 
great assistance in the event of a hand-to-hand 
fight with this unusually-muscular beast. I got up 
gently from my crouching position, without taking 
my eyes off the beast for a moment. I approached 
it slowly and cautiously. 

“The creature's eyes darted from side to side as 
I approached, It seemed unable to look directly 
into my eyes. I was approximately two yards away, 
When it drew back its upper lip and revealed 
is teeth and the edge of its gums. Suddenly, in 
one long jump backwards, the creature vanished 
with disturbing rapidity into the darkness of the 
forest. It seemed as if the underbrush closed 
after it as if to hide the creature’s flight. The 
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encounter did not last more than a minute but I 
think that I shall never forget it as long as I live.” 


Courteville felt he had met a large tailless ape. This 
animal is one of the world’s most pussling zoological 
' problems. The mystery started in 1917 when a Swiss 
geologist, Francois de Loys, led a small expedition into 
the Sierra de Parijaa mountains. This range of isolated 
forest crosses the boundaries of Venezueal and 
Columbia. At that time, the region was the home of 
the deadly Motilone Indian tribe. To explore the area, 
Loys and his small group battled savage tribesmen, 
fought the ravages of fever, and endured incredible 
hardships. 

For three years, Loys and his group remained in this 
almost impenetrable virgin forest. In 19230, they were 
traveling along the river Parra, which flows into the 
Rio Catatumbo. A short distance from the stream, 
the group suddenly ‘sighted two tall monkeys walking 
erect toward them. When they sighted Loys, the 
monkeys went wild with rage. Screaming angrily, they 
tore off branches from trees and raised them high 
above their heads like weapons. When Loy’s group 
failed to retreat, the two monkeys defacated into their 
hands and hurled their excretment at the expedition. 

The alarmed explorers raised their guns and aimed 
at the male. Without warning, he moved. away and 
the female monkey roaring towards the men. Unable 
to spare her life, the men shot the female. She 
died from several bullet wounds as her mate retreated 
back into the forest. Loys had the monkey’s corpse 
carried to a nearby bank beside the river. The dead 
animal was positioned on a wooden crate. Its chin was 
held upright by a stick and Loys made a photograph. 

Measurements taken indicate the animal was about 
five feet to five-and-a-half feet in height. The species 
did not have a tail, a common appendage to spider 
monkeys in that ee is specie has a massive 
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body, thick limbs, and retains a remarkably human 
expression on its face. In fact, the face of the monkey 
appears more human than the features of any cata- 
logued ape. 

Professor G. Montandon made a report on the 
creature in the Journal of The Soc. Americanistes 
Paris, (N. S. 21, 1929). He labeled Loys’ monkey as an 
Ameranghropoides loysi. Professor Montandon’s pub- 
lished report included the photograph taken by Loys. 
This is the only photograph available of this unknown 
animal that has not been captured. 

We can only speculate on the existence of a possible 
bigfoot in the wilderness of South America, We can 
state with almost absolute certainty that several un- 
nown specimens of man-like animals do exist there. 
Even though tremendous progress has been made, 
vast portions of South America remain a mystery. 
Tribes of savage Indians still rule vast territories, resist- 
ing the inevitable advance of civilization. When 
humanity penetrates into the mountains and jungles 
of this great continent, we may find several species of 
unknown, possibly man-like, animals. 
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A NOTE TO READERS 


LATEST NEWS FROM THE PACIFIC 
NORTHWEST 

WASHINGTON: Footprints found in 
snow by a group of Boy Scouts, Mt. 
Margaret. Prints were melted out before 
Bigfoot Center researchers could arrive at 
the scent for examination. 

BRITISH COLUMBIA: No new re- 
ports. 

idaho; No new reports. 

CALIFORNIA: No new reports. 

OREGON: A sighting in the central 
Cascades as we go to press. This sighting ts 
still under investigation . . . The sighting 
claimed by a young man, 17, walking on a 
forest road with his dog and followed by 
other members of his family. The Bigfoot 
appeared suddenly, close to the road, and 
when seen was already walking away . 

BIGFOOT NEWS. 


Readers with a continuing interest in the mystery 
of Bigfoot are encouraged to subscribe to The Big- 
foot News, a monthly newsletter published on ac- 
tivities in the Pacific Northwest. The subscription 
cost is a reasonable $5.00 per year. The newsletter is 
edited by Peter Byrne, a dedicated Bigfoot re- 
searcher who has established the Bigfoot Informa- 
tion Center and Exhibition in association with the 
Academy of Applied Science, Boston, Massachusetts. 

Peter Byrne is.assisted by Celia Killeen, director of 
the Bigfoot Information Center. 
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Their address is P.O. Box 632, The Dalles, 
Oregon 97058. Information on the Bigfoot News can 
be obtained by writing them. The center also has 
developed Bigfoot learning kits for use by schools, 
colleges and libraries. They also maintain a Bigfoot 
exhibition center at The Dalles with photographs, 
plaster casts and other Bigfoot material on display. 

“Evidence in the. form of a history, footprints, 
sightings and one piece of film footage strongly sup- 
ports the existence of a large humanoid unknown to 
science,” said Peter Byrne. ‘The specie has been ten- 
tatively named ‘Homo nocutrnus’ and there is little 
_doubt that the specie will soon be discovered. The 
“Ynain object of the Bigfoot information center 
teams is to see that this discovery is carried out in a 
humane and intelligent manner that will not be 
detrimental to the species as a whole.” 
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STARTLING EVIDENCE OF ANOTHER FORM OF LIFE 
ON EARTH TODAY! 
Here are documented accounts of sight- 
ings of Sasquatch throughout the world — from 
great shaggy humanoids of the Himalayan 
Mountains to man-like:creatures prowling the 
wilderness of the United States and Canada... 
@ New reports on Florida’s startling Sasquatch 
sandman 

@ Mysterious monsters of the Mississippi Valley 

@ New evidence of Missouri’s “MoMo” Sas- 
quatch 

HB Documented reports on Big Foot that go back 
to Middle Ages 

®@ Minnesota’s mysterious monster in a glass 
casket 

@ The man who was kidnapped by a tribe of 
hairy sea giants 


WHETHER YOU THINK BIG FOOT IS THE MIS 
LINK, A CREATURE FROM ANOTHER WORLD, A 
LIVING PREHUMAN, OR A HOAX, YOU WILL BE 
FASCINATED — AND PERHAPS FRIGHTENED — BY 
THE SECRET ORIGINS OF BIG FOOT 
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